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PREFACE. 



The title of this little work sufficiently explains its 
purport. It does not aim at strictly scientific treatment 
of its subject according to the canons of any linguistic 
system at present in vogue. Pezzi's review of the varying 
conclusions of strict scientists does not encourage an 
earnest student of philology to put much faith in their 
glottologic labours ; and when he learns that the schools 
of Curtius and Schleicher, so lately of paramount autho- 
rity on questions of Greek and Latin etymology, are now 
pronounced " obsolescent '' by an eminent Professor, his 
faith will be still more weakened. In the judgment of 
the present writer much progress will not be made in the 
analysis of Greek and Latin words, so long as the error 
prevails, that verbal roots are the first elements of lan- 
guage. Another impediment to such analysis is the 
insufficient application of the Celtic dialects. Nearly 
two centuries ago Leibnitz pointed out their value in 
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linguistic research, but it is only of late they have been 
taken into serious account. The use made of them in 
this work will, perhaps, be deei led excessive by many, 
and the results arrived at startling, but, however start- 
ling they may appear, they are not hastily put forward, 
and invite a cahn and deliberate investigation. The 
several parts of the work, which is but the output of 
subsecival hours, have been published at dififerent times, 
and consequently it labours under the disadvantage of 
such a mode of publication. 



ERRATA. 

Page 19, line 12 for Lith read Li^th. 
„ 65, „ 21 „ rXv^vc read rXw/evf. 
„ 121, „ 7 ,y is read au. 
„ 12l» „ 16 „ of the read of. 
„ 129, „ 14 ,, Huishai read Hushai. 
„ 152, „ 5 „ odbran read odhroMn. 
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I 



ON 

SOME OBSCUKE PKEFIXES OF COMPOSITION 
IN GREEK AND LATIN. 



MUTILATED FOEMS OF THE PEEPOSITION vtto'. 



It is proposed to consider in the following pages some 
obscure prefixes of composition in Greek and Latin^ and 
to begin with some mutilated forms of the Greek prepo- 
sition vTTo. This preposition, with some of its represen- 
tatives in other languages, is presented to us by Curtius in 
his great work on Greek Etymology as follows^ : — 

** VTTO, vwatj under — Skt. upa as adv. thither, as prep, 
with ace. towards, with loc to, on, with instr. with (in 
the sense of accompanying) Zd. upa with ace. to, with 
loc. over — Lat. sub^ subtevy — Goth, uf sub, O. H. G. oba 
super. — Oh. SI. pa, po^ secundum, post, po-duy sub, Lith. 
pa, pOj under, after, with — O. Ir. /o, Cymr. gtw^ sub." 
To which others might be added. 

To some of these forms we shall presently have occasion 
to refer. But before entering on our more immediate object, 
it may not be amiss to observe that it is not always in the 
oldest languages the most primitive forms are best preserved. 

^ Gr. £t., Tol. i., p. 361. Peile's Introd,, p. 82. 
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4 ON SOME OBSGUR£ PREFIXES OP 

Moreover, as Sanskrit has been f oiind of such use to com- 
parative philology by preserving modes of formation, as it 
were, in their transition state, still "retaining its roots 
and suffixes and formative machinery in such an unsolidified 
state that its words can be dissected with an ease unknown 
in Greek and Latin" — so a somewhat similar state of 
things, though in a less degree, exists with regard to the 
Celtic dialects, and in them modes of formation or com- 
position may be recognised and analysed with ease, which 
may serve to the illustration of other languages. 

This being premised, let us in connection with our sub- 
ject, and as illustrative of it, submit to an3,lysis the Gselic 
or Hibemo-Celtic compound 

Fo-duine^ — a mean man^ 

which on examination will be found to consist of two parts, 
the first being the prefix /o, which is used as a preposition, 
and in those Celtic dialects signifies under^ whilst the 
latter part is the Celtic word 

Duine — a many 

Si terra which in its Gaelic representative should be familiar 
to all readers of the novel Waverley as forming the first 
part of the oft-used Gaelic expression for a gentleman^ and 
which in that work is written duvnMwasael — the literal 
meaning, then, of the whole compound Fo-duine above 
mentioned would be a submauy thence a mean man, sl foot- 
soldier^ &c. 

Now the prefix^b, which forms the first part in the fore- 
going compound, and which in the Lish language appears 

^ Note in this and other Irish words the aspiration is represented by a 
dot orer the letters instead of by the nsnal k. 
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also under the variant fa, is of frequent occurrence in the 
formation of compound words, and in such formation has 
generally a diminishing or deteriorating efifect. In this 
respect it corresponds to the usage in composition of the 
Liatin preposition sub and the Greek wo, to both which, 
according to Curtius, as we have seen, it is directly and 
undoubtedly akin, and is in fact but an abbreviated though ^ 
aspirated variant of the latter. 

Instances of its use in composition in the Hibemo- 
Geltic dialect may be observed in such combinations as 
the following : — 

Fo-baile — a suburb, Fo-doKar — a little water^ 

Fo-b*uille — a slight blow, Fo-ihaor — an under steward^ 
Fo-gaot — a gentle breeze, Fo-ruad — somewhat reddish. 

In some positions, however, as when prefixed to a word 
whose first vowel is weak or slender, this preposition 
assumes the form foi, according to a well-known rule of 
the Erse language, caol le caol, leatan le leatany—i.e., 
' slender to slender, broad to broad.' 

Instances of the usage oifoi as a prefix maybe observed 
in such combinations as 

Foi-'dGBXc— clear f evident, 
Foi-dreac — a little image, 
Foi-leim — a skip, a little jump, 
Foi-lionad — a supplement. 

In all the foregoing examples the second part of the 
compound begins with a consonant, but when a vowel 
happens to be the initial letter the vowel of the prefix 
fo disappears, and the prefix merges in the simple spi- 
rant / — as in fan, faire, fillim, &c. 

It may further be remarked in reference to this 
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6 ON SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES OF 

prefix, whether as fo or /oi, that although in most cases it 
has a diminishing efiect in composition, yet in some few 
instances, on the contrary, its influence is rather intensive, 
as in the compound already given, 

Foi-dearc— cfear, evident j 

and still more manifestly in 

Fo-garac — nowy, clamorous. 

Now a fact connected with Greek and Latin, which has 
not been sufficiently attended to, is the existence of a 
siiiular prefix of composition in both languages, although 
with this distinction, that whilst in the Hiberno-Celtic the 
prefix in composition is the same as the preposition which 
it represents, in the classical languages the preposition 
suffers mutilation in order to form the prefix. Nor will 
this appear altogether strange to any who bear in mind the 
suggestion of the German philologist Pott, who is of 
opinion that numberless stems and words are formed out 
of primary roots preceded by a mutilated preposition, as — 
e.g., in the case of meZtOy formed from em and cfw. 
" Relying on the unquestioned fact that such mutilation 
is found extensively in Sanskrit words and even roots, 
and also on the fact that this principle of corruption has 
undoubtedly operated in modern languages, as in the trans- 
muting of iTTitTKOTTog to bishopy this ingenious theorist on 
this evidence throws this process back to Indo-European 
times." ^ And although Curtius ably combats this sug- 
gestion, and Peile is disposed to reject the theory, chiefly 
on the ground of the difficulty of identifying the prepo- 
sitions, so affected as they are by the wear and tear incident 

1 Peile's Tntrod.j p. 105. 
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COMPOSITION IN GREEK AND LATIN. 7 

to the constant use of such small words, yet it seems to 
have a solid foundation in truth, and may perhaps receive 
confirmation from considering the prefix in question as 
related to the Greek preposition iiro, which itself is by no 
means an original form, but has suffered very serious 
mutilation before it has reached its present guise of utto. 

Before, however, attempting to establish such a startling 
contention as this, it may be well to make a few remarks 
on a disputed point which has some relevancy to those 
initial letters which Pott and others are disposed to regard 
as non-radical, but to have attached themselves to the stem 
by accretion, whether from mutilated prepositions or other- 
wise, but which Curtius and those who hold with him look 
upon as essential parts of the root. The point, then, is 
whether certain expanded forms are the result of accretiony 
or whether certain contracted forms are the result of 
decay; and though Curtius is in favour of the latter view, 
it seems very questionable, and must be received with great 
reserve— in fact, both operations frequently took effect, 
and sometimes might be traced in the same word. Thus, 
to give an illustration from our own language, tibe English 
names Prichard, Powel, Pughy Bevansy are confessedly 
derived from Richard^ HoweU HugK a^d Evans by a pro- 
cess of decay from the Anglo- Welsh forms ap^Richardy 
ap'Howelf ap-Hughy ab-EvanSy in which the prefix stands 
for 8on. In the resulting names, then, whilst the stems 
received a labial by accretion^ the compound forms lost a 
vowel by decay ^ so that, as was stated, both processes are 
traceable in the result. 

But it is not merely at the beginning of words that 
decay takes place, but also in the middle, and familiar 
instances of this are supplied by the French words pSre 
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8 ON SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES OF 

and mire compared with the Latin pcUer and nuxter^ and 
this process should not be lost sight of in seeking the 
origination of words. A somewhat remarkable example of 
it is presented by the Cynuic word 

an — the liver* 

In this contracted state it seems vain to look for a com- 
posite origin in this word, but it happens to have a variant 
of the form a/w, and this gives the clue to its mode of 
composition when compared with BKberno- Celtic com- 
binations with hm3ie=yellowy as if 

yellow causmg — ^i.e., bile generating^ 

for occasionally these Celtic dialects interchange words, 
and thus, while the Irish river Liffey finds the best inter- 
pretation of its name in Welsh,^ the Cymric name Llewel- 
lyn must be explained from Irish.^ 

The explanation offered of the Welsh word au=liver will 
receive confirmation from the analysis of the Latin and 
Greek words denoting the same organ, and which are 
formed on similar principles. Thus, taking the Latin word 
and dividing it as : 

Je-cuT=the liver ^ 

the first part is easily recognised as derived from jan=^gen 
or y€v=to producey whilst the latter part cur may be 
equated with the Sanskrit^ 

Gaura-s — yelhwy 
which is connected by Corssen with the Greek 

XoXii — JSifc, galU 
so that the entire compound jeeur would, as in the case of 
the Cymric term, be equivalent to '* Ule generator'' 

' a flood. ' a fawn. " Gr. Bt, 203, «« «. xoX^. 
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The inflexion jecinoiMs may be explained on the suppo- 
sition of the transposition of two letters as being a substi- 
tute for jenicor-is — i.e., ior jenA-cor the middle letter being 
merely a union vowel, and in this way the mode of com- 
position appears still more plainly. 

In the Welsh language there is a word gawr^ denoting 
colour, but it is not quite certain what colour it denotes. 
Kichards, in his Welsh dictionary, suggests blutj but it 
may have signified a hue corresponding to Sanskrit gauraa. 

In like manner the Greek tiirap may be regarded as 
abbreviated from 7)7r-fca/o, where the first part of the 
compound seems an-, akin to the Semitic and Celtic at, 
source or origiriy literally father — and the latter part to 
gawras above-mentioned, or to Kop=^blacky^ so that in this 
case too the compound would have an analogous meaning 
denoting the * aoit/rce of bile.' 

Having thus briefly glanced at some modes of compo- 
sition in forming words, we return to our previous state- 
ment with respect to the preposition utto, which we contend 
is not itself an original form, but has suffered mutilation, 
and that at both ends, in passing from the primal preposition 
which it represents to its present condition. That it is so 
mutilated may be shown as follows : — 

The existence of the Latin prepositions super and suby 
notwithstanding the difficulty felt by Curtius on the subject, 
leads to the inference that their Greek correlatives vwBp 
and vvo began originally with an initial sibilant, which 
afterwards merged in an aspirate breathing.* In a more 

* In Tnrkish kara^hlachy cf. Kopri^pv^pil of the eye, 

* The change of a sibilant to an aspirate suggests that the sibilant was 
represented by th instead of 9 simply. 
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10 ON SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES OP 

primitiye state, then, the Greek prepositions mnst have 
been of the forms (rvvEp and (tvtto, and even these latter, 
it would appear, were but transitional stages from still 
older forms. The possibility of this in the case of the 
former is not merely suggested but confirmed from the 
fact that there is found in another Indo-European dialect 
a preposition which corresponds with the Greek uttc/o in 
signification, and which is written with an initial sibilant, 
appearing in Persian as 

jjj {zeber, or zabar) — <Lbovej upon. 

On the other hand, in Russian the preposition correspond- 
ing to vTTo, whilst it wants the initial vowel, has a dental 
affixed at the other extremity, appearing in that language as 

no^i {Pod)=Undery 

so that from these facts we are led to the inference that 
still more primitive forms of V7r6 and virsp were originally 
represented by 

SvTToS and Svfrcp, 

or rather, as the Persian analogue above given and the 
German iiber would suggest in the case of the second 
preposition, by 

SvTToS and 2v/3a/o. 

These latter forms, moreover, when divided in this way as 

Su-TToS and 2v-/3a|D, 

suggest at once the origin and meaning of the prepositions, 
and show that they are in reality compound forms, the 
latter element in each denoting the stem, whilst the 
common element Sv represented in each case a pre- 
position with the signification of at. 

That the initial sibilant in the Latin word super repre- 
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sented a mutilated preposition has been suggested by Pott, 
and it is strange that a writer so extremely ingenious on 
such points should /have missed the true derivation of the 
word when on the brink of discovery. 

As to the suggested prepositional Su itself, which in 
form and meaning approximates so much to the German 
zuy although it is not now f oimd in a simple state in Greek, 
it may, without having recourse to Sanskrit or Indo- 
European forms, be deduced from either of two Greek 
words, although it may be doubtful from which it originally 
came. It might come, for example, from the preposition 
avy==withy which in certain compounds, as is well known, 
is actually represented by the abbreviated form <n;, as in 
<rw2^i|T€c«i, (TvZvyoQy Ac, or it might be a mutilated form of 
titrwy which in certain cases is used fer the preposition ug. 
Without, however, determining which is the more probable 
origin, it may be observed that whilst the derivation from 
avv is in form the more simple, the meaning of the pre- 
position agrees best with the derivation from ttaai, and 
also corresponds in some degree to the suggestions of Pott, 
as mentioned by Curtius.^ 

But although the initial element of the compounds Sv-ttoS 
and 2v-/3ap may be thus explained, it is yet further necessary 
to account for the stems themselves, which are respectively 
TToS and /3a/), and on examination it will be found that the 
first presents no difficulty, inasmuch as it is simply the base 
of the familiar vocable irovg, ttoS-oc being equivalent to 

TToS — a foot; 

whilst the second, which is less obvious, is to be referred 

1 Gr. Et., vol. ii., p. 860. 
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to an obsolete form in which a labial had taken the place 
of the guttural in icap, the base of «co/oa/ a head, and 
which is represented by 

j3a/o — a heady 
so that the entire complex preposition would in each case 
respectively be equivalent to 

Si;-7ro8=af the foot — i.e., under. 
Su-j3a/o— a< the head — i.e., over, above. 

In assuming a stem of the form j3a/o with the signification 
assigned an undue liberty may appear to be taken, yet 
some evidence of its probable existence could be easily 
offered, and for the present it may be accepted on the 
analogy of the Hiberno-Celtic 

Bar — a head, top. 

On the other hand, the loss of the final dental in SvttoS in 
the transition to vtto will present no difficulty when it is 
remembered how often a final d disappeared in Latin ;^ 
and, further, it may be observed that a very similar case 
occurs in regard to the Latin preposition prope=neary 
which, whatever other origination of it may have been 
suggested, is really to be regarded as itself a compound 
equivalent to the Greek phrase eviroai, at one*8 feetj being 
derived from the combination 

Pro-pede — before one^sfoot, 

an idiom to denote 7iear not altogether unknown in 
English. 

Having thus seen what mutations may have taken place 
in the original form of the preposition in its transition to 

* In TuTr ish ^u-kari^ above. • Roby, p. 4(9. 
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its later and more familiar aspect utto, the reader will not 
think it strange that other mutations were possible, and 
evidence of that possibility is afforded by the different 
guises it assumed in passing into the various branches of 
the Indo-European family, and of which examples from 
Curtius were given at the beginning of this paper. The most 
apposite to our purpose of these examples are the Lithua- 
nian ya, poy and the Old Irish fo, which has been already 
considered. But to these might be added the Swedish pa, 
which enters into compounds like the Celtic /o, and, like 
it, is easily detached from its connected stem, as, e.g^ may 
be seen in the combinations 

Pa-finna — to Jind otUy 

Pa-lassa — to loady 

in which the compound terms are formed by prefixing the 
variant pa to the stems 

Finna — tofind^ 

Lassa — to had. 

It is not, however, so much with the variants of utto in 
other languages we are now concerned as with the changes 
which this preposition may have undergone in the classical 
languages of Greece and Rome, and the reader's attention 
is specially invited to the asserted fact that by mutilation 
or omission of the initial vowel, although such omission is 
generally considered abhorrent to the genius of the Greek 
language, it became occasionally contracted to tto, and even 
at times to ir^ and in these forms entered into combination 
with various stems to constitute new compounds. 

That there was a prefix of the form po in Latin, as in 

* The forms iro and v might indeed be derived from airo as well as from 
uiro, but the analogy of other languages leads to the conclusion in the text. 
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pono and polUoy from the stems sitio and vaUo, is not 
disputed, although there may be diflPerence of opinion as to 
its origin, but no such prefix having been recognised in 
Greek^ we will, therefore, at present confine our remarks 
to that language, whilst endeavouring to show that the 
assertion above made as to mutilated forms of the pre- 
position vTTo have foundation in fact. 

The analysis of a few examples will, perhaps, make this 
plain, and for this purpose let there be adduced the follow- 
ing:— 

jro0€w — to desire^ woXvq — mwcA, mant/y 

wokiog—graj/y hoary ttoXic — ct cUy* 

In the case of the first example, 

iroOew — to desire^ 

the stem appears to be of the form aO or €0, both which, 
however, are derived from a more expanded form a€0, 
which, though not now found in Greek in the signification 
desired, may yet have its existence inferred from various 
considerations. 

In the first place earnest desire is expressed hj panting 
for anything, as in the well-known passage,^ *'As the 
hart panteth after the waterbrooks, so- panteth my soul 
after thee, O God," in which the word that appears as 
panteth in one version is represented by longeth and 
desireth in another. 

In the next place it may be observed that Curtius, in 
his great work,* remarks how frequently the letter was 
used as a formative addition to present tenses in Greek 
verbs, as in tcX-c-O-w, 0a-€-0-(ii, ^Xcy-c-O-o, from stems in 

1 Ps. xUi. 1. 2 Gr. Et. 66. 
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which this letter was not found, as in TeXsw, ^aoi, ^Xc^cti. 
Takings then, as an illustration the connection between 
^aa» and 0a-€-0-ai here given, we may from an established 
or recognised stem, aoi, the base of 

arifii — to blow^ breathe^ 

conjecture the existence of a derivative form 

a-€-9-cii^ — to panty desire, long for^ 

and in this we should have a stem of the form suggested, 
aeOy with the desired signification. 

But some further evidence may be adduced in order to 
establish its possible existence. 

Panting^ then, was expressive not merely of desire or 
longing, but also of toil and exertion^ and in this latter 
signification from the same stem a€0 came the derivative 
ac0XoC} contracted into the more familiar 

a0Xoc — toil^ straggle. 
Now, on the same principle that acOAoc was formed, being 
most probably shortened from atOtkoq, we may conceive 
that from the signification of desire attached to the stem 
aS was formed a verb 

acOcXdi — to desire^ 

which afterwards being contracted into. adcXcii became by 
weakening of its initial vowel the parent of the well-known 
verb 

tOcXcii— to wish, desire^ 

which in its turn, by loss of its initial letter, gave origin 
to the later form, d^Xw* 
If, then, to the suggested stem aB be prefixed the muti*^ 

^ Cf. Turkish Savas^toindt air, love, deHre. 
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lated prepositional remnant tt, the resulting form ira9 
would easily, by weakening of tfae vowel, issue in iroOj the 
base of 

TToOea)^ — to desirCy 

or, if the form b9 be taken as the stem, and the prefix 
TTo be attached, the resulting combination tto-eO can be 
supposed contracted into ?ro09 and so giving origin to the 
word in question. 

The word tlius formed would be framed on the same 
principle as the French word 

Sou-haiter — to vmh^ long for^ 

the first element being the abbreviated preposition «om, 
from 80U8 — under^ and the latter a verb apparently of 
kindred origin with the Greek acO. 

A still greater resemblance to this stem appears in the 
Cymric compound 

Hir-aeth* — earnest longing^ 

although the aeth in this word is generally explained to 
signify pcdn or grief. 

The next example in the list is 

TToXioc — grayy hoary ^ 
and the investigation of its stem is alike interesting and 
instructive in a linguistic point of view. This word ttoXcoc 
is frequently used by Homer as an epithet of the sea, and 
it is to a word expressive of the sea we must refer its origin 
in order to perceive how suitable and descriptive it was. 
Now this reference might be made in either of two ways, 

^ Of. fiod-oc for afi'oOoQ from the stem at0 in the tense of toil, tintggle, 
thence dvn, tunrnlt. In Welsh cimaeth-u^to till. 
3 Cf. tLddai'slonffinff, desire. 
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but it is not easy to say which is the more appropriate. 
The first and easiest, if the aspirate be neglected^ is as 
follows : — From the Greek term aXg — the aea^ comes the 
derivative 

a\ioq — marine^ pertaining to the sea, 

and by prefixing the abbreviated preposition tto or its 
representative ir to this word aXiocy the resulting com- 
pound would be either Tro-aXioc or iraKioQj in the former 
case leading by contraction to TroXioc^ and in the latter, 
by mutation of the strong vowel for a weaker, issuing in 
the same resultant form — namely, 

iroXioc^ — somewhat eealikey gray^ hoary. 
The second and more difficult way of accounting for the 
stem, and which yet seems preferable to the former, goes 
on the supposition that there existed formerly in Greek 
another term denoting sea of the form Xi, which, though 
now obsolete, has yet left traces of its existence in deriva- 
tive forms in Greek and Latin, and which finds an exact 
counterpart in the Erse and G»lic 

TiA—^the sea. 

Now in these latter languages is also found the term 

Dat [doK) — eoloury 

a word which is occasionally used in forming compounds, 
as, e.g.y in 

lol-dat-ac =o/manry colours* 

In this combination, however, the initial dental of the 
word being aspirated loses its sound, so that, as far as 
direction for utterance is concerned, it might be written 

1 Which should be foKiot, taking the aspirate into account. 
B 
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ai instead of dai, and from this circumstance it can be 
easily understood how an original combination of the form 

Li-dai — sea-cohv/rj 

became transmuted into the later and shorter form Hat 
with the same signification. But in Hiberno-Oeltic is 
still found the compound adjective 

Liat — gray J Jtoary^ 
bearing the very signification attached to the Greek term 

TToXioc — ^oyy hoary ^ 
a term which was possibly formed in this way. From the 
obsolete stem \i — the sea, came a derivative adjective 
like aXioc — namely, 

Xioc — marme, seaJikey 
and from this latter, by prefixing the mutilated preposition 
TTo with the force of the Latin suby came the word in 
question — ^namely, 

TTO-Xtoc — somewhat sealike, gray^ hoary. 

As further evidence of the former existence of the sug- 
gested obsolete vocable 

Xt — the sea, 
may be adduced the derivatives 

Xt-/ii?iv — a harbouTy sea mouthy 
Xi'fivri — a salt lake, a sW/aU seay 
Xi-0oc — a stone, sea stone ? 

the first of which is formed on the same principle as the 
Scandinavian 

Haf en — a haven or harboury 

firom the stem 

Haf — the sea. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



COMPOSITION IN gbeee: and latin. 19 

or the Cymric 

Moreb — a haverij 
from 

Mor — the sea. 

In the second the termination fivn is contracted from fiivrif 
in which the stem fxiv corresponds to the base of the Latin 
minuo and of the Greek fiiwdog* 

In r^ard to \iOoq it may be observed that the accretive 
or thy which does not belong to the stem, finds a counter- 
part in Anglo-Saxon derivatives from a kindred stem, as 
may be seen in such words as 

Lith — a fleet, 
liith-an — to sail, 
Lith-man— a seaman. 

But furthermore it may be noted that, although the 
term hoary be an appropriate epithet of the sea under 
certain aspects, as when its foaming billows constitute its 
most striking feature, yet another aspect of the deep is 
denoted in Homer by the epithet oivovay from 

oivo^ — wine-colouredy dark, 

expressive of the dark livid colour which the sea often 
bears. Now, whilst in Greek and Celtic the sea seems to 
have given its name to a colour suggestive of its hoary 
aspect, in Latin, on the other hand, it lent its appellation 
to a colour expressive of its darker hue, denoted by oivoxp, 
as appears in the derivation from the stem, 

Li — the sea, 
of such Latin words as 

Liveo — to be dark blue, i.e., sealike, 
and its derivative, 
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Lividus — Livid, dark blue. 

The same stem Li and in the same signification may per- 
haps be detected also in 

Litus — shorey bound of the sea, 

and possibly too in 

Limus — mudf sea slvme, 

although with regard to this last word it may be observed 
that Cortius^ more than hesitates to connect it with the 
same term K, from which he would derive Xc/utiv, \invti, 
and even Xci/xcuv^ and which he considers to signify to 
drop, flow, &c. 

On the other hand, a different derivation of liveo from 
that above given is suggested by Corssen, who assumes 
for it an adjective stem of the form pli-vo, identical, 
according to him, with the Ch. SI. pla-vu^albus, whilst 
Curtius is disposed to connect the word with the Greek 
TToAioC) stud with 

TTcXXoc — swarthy, 
and with the Latin 

Pullus— darA. 

But both forms may be derived from aX, the base of 

aXc — the sea, 

by the initial adjunct of the mutilated prefix tt, and on the 
supposition that the colour referred to is that denoted by 
the Homeric term oivoxp. 

Before, however, leaving the subject of the stem now 
under consideration it may not be irrelevant to attempt to 
trace it up to its ultimate Indo-European root, which, 

1 Gr. Et., p. 368. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



COMPOSITION IN GREEK AND LATIN. 21 

according to Ourtiiis, seems to have been of the form f% 
to which may be supposed to have corresponded an obsolete 
form 

ap^ — to flow. 

This latter, by weakening of the vowel and transposing of 
the liquid, becomes the base of 

peu) — to flow J 

a result which might also arise from the form ri by simple 
change of vowel, whilst from the same stem n, by change 
of liquid, would originate the term 

\i — the sea ; 

and yet, on the other hand, from the form ap, by the same 
change of liquid, may be supposed to have come the stem 
oA, the base of 

a\g — the sea ; 

and still further from the same form a/o, by prefixing the 
conmion prepositional afi for afn^ij may be derived the 
compound form 

Qfiap {=zafi<IH'p€(M))=to /low aroundy 

from which latter, by dropping the initial vowel, there 
results the stem /ua/o, the base of the Latin 

Mare— ^Ae sea^ circumambient fluids 

which Max Miiller,^ indeed, would derive from a very 
different source, connecting it with his favourite root mar^ 
which, according to him, signifies ** to crueh^ to pounds to 
destroy by friction.^ 
The next example in the list to be considered is 

iroXuc — much, many. 
^ Max Mailer's Lect., 2Qd Series, p. 316. ^ Ibid., p. 320. 
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This word is referred by Ourtius to a root irXc, and is 
compared by him, amongst other forms, with 

Skt., purus — much ( Vedic pulus) ; Old Persian, panis ; 

Gothic, filu — much ; Old Irish, il — miu:h ; 
and it will be interesting to trace the connection that 
exists between several of th&e various forms, but yet not 
easy to do so unless on the principle suggested of an initial 
labial prefix representing a mutilated preposition. To 
understand, then, the origination of the Greek word iroXvc — 
mucky or Tnanyj it must be borne in mind that in the Greek 
language there was an ancient stem-word expressive of 
number of the form aX, a stem which may be traced in the 
derivatives 

aX-i)c — thronged, crowded; 
aX-cc — in crowds J abundantly. 
Combining, then, this stem without regarding the aspirate 
with the prefix tto, the result would be a compound of the 
form ?ro-aX, which might be contracted into ttoX, and form 
the base of iroXvc ; or else, the vowel of the prefix being 
elided, the combination would result in the form iraX, which, 
by the ordinary weakening of the vowel, would issue in iroX, 
the base of troXvg — much. But, as was seen, the liquid X in 
this word is represented by p in the Sanskrit and Old Per- 
sian puras and paru»y and in order to connect these variants 
with the Greek we must suppose another form of the stem- 
word oX, and such a form may be easily traced under the 
guise of ap. 

In fact, it would seem that there was in the parent 
language of Greece a stem-word equivalent to 

ap — to lead, guide, rule, 
and such a stem-word actually appears in the Hibemo- 
Celtic, where is found 
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ar — leading^ guidingj 

and this stem, though not found in Greek in its simple 
form, may yet be recognised in the derivative 

ap'X'W — to ruky govemy be chief. 

This stem would appear to have been first applied to the 
shepherd's oflSce of leadAng^ guiding^ and driving his flock, 
and thence transferred to ruling or guiding people, in 
correspondence with the notion suggested by the Homeric 
phrase applied to kings, ttoc/ievcc Xawv, ^' ahepherda of the 
people^'' but as from ayw — to lead — came 

aycXii— a herdy 

so from the idea of herd or drove came that of number^ and 
this sense also attached itself to the stem ap. Thus we 
have in Greek 

ap" tdfiog — numieTy 
in Hibemo-Celtic the verb 

air — number^ 
in Teutonic 

Heer — a hosty armyy 

and in Latin, recurring more to the original idea, 

Ar-mentum — a herd. 

To the stem ap it will be needful to recur at some length 
in considering the next example, but for the present no 
more need be said than that by combination w4th it of the 
prefix represented by tr was formed 7ra/o, the base of the 

old Persian 

Parus — mxichj many ; 

and from the same base, by weakening of the vowel, came 

the Sanskrit 

Purus — much ; 
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whilst, on the other hand, the Vedic 
Pul-us — mucA, 
was derived, like the Greek wokugy from combination of 
the same prefix with th^ stem aX, the variant of ap, and 
which, with the signification of number, may be traced in 
numerous derivatives. 

For instance, by weakening of the vowel the stem aX 
degenerates to tX,^ and passing through the variant ciX, 
assumes also the form iX, and in this guise becomes the 

base of 

lX-i| — a crowdy throng^ 

a term which, it may be conjectured, signified literally a 
dravBy and is to be derived from aX in the sense of driving^ 
and not from ccXoi, to roll together^ as is generally supposed. 

On the other hand, by another variation of the vowel 
the stem aX was changed to oX, and adding to this the 
determinative letter ^ the result was oX^, and by metathesis 
oxX, the base of 

o^Xoc — ^ crowdy multitude. 
The stem oX, however, was not as prolific in results as was 
iX, whether in Greek or in other Indo-European lan- 
guages, and some of these latter will now deserve attention. 

In the first place, then, the form iX suggests at once 
resemblance to the Hibemo-Celtic 
H — manj/y 
as well as relationship also to the Moeso-Gothic 

F-il-u — manyy 
and to the German 

VieP — muchy many. 

1 Curtiag, Or. Et., vol. L, p. 26. 

' A different combination — ^viz., a sibilant with the stem dl — gi^es the 
result zahl — mmber. From the sibilant comes the aspirate. 
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But althongli in its original application the stem aX or its 
variant tX may have denoted a crowd or many in general, 
yet in various languages a restricted sense has been assigned 
to it as expressive of a particular definite number, and this 
has been effected by attaching to it certain determinating 
letters, though whence these letters originated may be 
uncertain, whether from abbreviated prepositions or muti- 
lated independent words. Thus the Greeks by prefixing 
the guttural x (possibly a representative of ex) arrived at 
the derivative 

\-i\'ioi — a thousand^ 

whilst, on the other hand, the Latins, in common with the 
Celts, prefixed a labial (a possible abbreviation of afia or 
ojLcov, cf . o/xiXoc)> and thence resulted such forms as 

Mille^ I =aMot«anrf. 

Some languages, however, chiefly of an Eastern type, 
instead of prefixing a letter to this stem, or some variant 
of it, in order to denote ten hundred^ seem to have preferred 
postfixing one, and hence resulted such forms as the Maltese 

Elf — a thousand^ 

and the Hebrew and Arabic 

Eleph^l 
. ,. - > =a thfOusana. 

Moreover, the idea of many not ninnaturally gave rise to 
that of fulness and filling , but to express the latter signi- 
fication there was generally a labial or a labiodental pre- 

^ In Turkish hin^a thoiuand, Cf. Welsh buna — a million. 
^ In ^thiopic the corresponding term denotes ten thouaand. 
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fixed to the stem aX or to some modified variant of it, and 
thus we are led both to the Hebrew 

MbD {maU)—to filly 

and to the Greek irXt, the base of 

irXs'Og — fullf 

as well as to our English^// and its Teutonic relatives. 

But, perhaps, it will be objected that the root of the 
Greek word irXcoc is of the form wapy and that, by trans- 
position, weakening of the vowel, and change of liquid the 
transformation to its present shape was effected. Yet even 
admitting such a transformation, the derivation above 
given may be received, as it appears from the derivatives 
that the original form of the stem was a/o, and not wap. 

But, further, the notion of number gave rise to that of 
variety^ so that the stem ar in this latter signification may 
be connected with the Latin 

Var-ius — varied, multiform^ 

and that this Latin term varius is to be referred to the 
stem ar=many, rather than to the usually suggested 

Var-us — crooked, 

will appear from some analogous derivatives from the 
variant form aX. This latter, as has been pointed out, 
becomes in Hibemo-Celtic of the form t7, but a variant 
of this latter in the same language assumes the guise of 
ioly whence the verb 

lol — vari/y change. 

Moreover, in this latter shape and with similar signifi- 
cation, it may be traced both in Latin and Greek. Thus, 
for example, in Latui by prefixing the softer spirant to the 
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stem-form to^ the result arrived at is mol, the base of 

Viol-are — to variegatey 
as the verb is used in the well-known passage in Virgil^ — 

" Indam sangaineo velnti violaverit ostro" 
" Si quia ebnr*' 

where the sense, indeed, is obvious, but where generally 
the attempt is made to force that sense from another verb 
of different origin — namely 

Violare — to act with violence ; 

and yet, if the Latin verb in Virgil's usage of it in the 
passage cited be compared with the Celtic verb above 
adduced — namely 

16P — vari/y change^ 

or with the Greek compound 

a-ioX-oc — variedy 
a word wherein the initial vowel is merely intensive 
whilst the stem is loX, the origin and sense will be alike 
established. 

Furthermore, the transition stage betwixt the original 
stem ap and the ultimate resultant cX, a stage denoted by 
the form aX, may be traced not merely in the terms aX-i|c 
and aX-cc already cited, and where the signification implied 
is number^ but also with a labial prefixed and the significa- 
tion of variety in 

j3aXcoc — variedy dappled. 

Whence the labial originated may be doubtful, but pos- 
sibly it may be a substitute for a mutilated form of a/x^ — ».«., 

* iBneid, xii., 67. 

' Could a kindred stem enter into the Latin word Har-iol-us — a sooth' 
gayer in an unfavourable sense F 
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for /Li^, but on this V^e cannot be positive. It may, how- 
ever, be observed here that it is, perhaps, to this transi- 
tional form aX in the sense of manyj or rather to its 
transposed representative Xa, for it is well known how the 
liquids transpose their adjoining vowels, that should be 
referred the derivation of the much-disputed vocable 

Xaoc — the people^ 

and in this view the term will be simply equivalent to the 
well-known phrase 

hi iroXXoc — the many. 

What seems to confirm this supposition is the fact that a 
similar signification may be evolved from the Latin word 

Populus — the people^ 

a term which may be analysed as follows : — ^The first syl- 
lable is to be regarded as the effect of reduplication, so 
that the base of the word is to be sought in the syllable 
puJ^ as the final syllable is non-radical. But this base pul 
itself is to be looked on as a compound form, resulting, like 
the Greek iroXvc and the Vedic pulusy from combination of 
the labial prefix with the stem aX or one of its variants, 
and as the Latins affected the vowel u on many occasions, 
issuing in the guise of 

Pul — very many^ 

and so forming the base of 

Po-pul-us — the many^ the people. 

What has been said as to the composition and derivation 
of the Greek word 

iroXuc — tnuchj many^ 
will serve to introduce the consideration of the last example 
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in the list* — namely, 

TToXic — <i city. 

With regard to this word it may be observed that, according 
to high authority, it cannot be disconnected from the Indo- 
European 

Pura— a eityy 

and Curtius considers both words to be formed from the 
same Indo-European root — namely, 
Fax— to fill. 

Admitting, however, the kinship of the two words, and 
that the notion of filling was fundamental in each, still 
this notion may be arrived at in both cases by attaching 
the prefix in question to the stem-words already considered 
under the guise of aX and a/o, and with the signification of 
manj/y the combination in the former case giving origin to 
the Greek ttoXcc^ and in the latter to the Indo-European 
Pura. 

Plausible, however, as such a derivation may appear, 
another may be suggested which appears more appropriate 
to the idea iniplied in the word town or city than that of 
filling, and which yet may be deduced from the same 
stems* 

It must, then, be borne in mind that the Greek word 
TToXcc referred especially to the arXy or citadel, and hence 
the idea involved is that of a protected and fortifi>ed place,^ 
whilst it remains to be seen whether this signification can 
be evolved from the stem in question. Now Curtius refers 
to the so-called roots apiz and oXk the Gothic aZA-«, vaoc? 
lepovy and the Anglo-Saxon ealh-stede = palatiurrij as 
being protected places. He does not, however, seem to 

> Curt. Gr. Et., i., 350. 
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remember that even apiz and aAic are but secondary roots 
formed by means of a determinative k from the older 
forms ap and aX. 

What these latter were originally is now to be con- 
sidered, and as in the Welsh language is found the term 

Blaen— ^otn^, end, top, foremost party 
giving origin to the derivatives 

Blaen-u — to outstrip^ he first, 

Blaen-or — leader, chief , 

so it seems probable that the root ap in its first or primary 
sense denoted something pointed^ and from this significa- 
tion all the secondary meanings flowed somewhat in this 
way : — 

1. A point, end, top, head, chief. 

2. A goody driving y guiding y conducting y ruling. 

3. A drovBy number, to count, tell, estimate. 

4. To guard a flock, to watch, ward off, repel. 

5. A guarded place, foldy fenccy enchsurcy to enclose. 

A ll these several significations, indeed, may not be obvious 
in one single language, but a careful comparison of several 
will show that all may be derived from this prolific root, as 
well as many more besides. It would lead us too far to 
attempt to trace them all ; yet a few may be pointed out 
by way of illustration. 

From the root ap, then, by attaching determinative 
letters such as y, k, or Xj secondary forms are deduced in 
a way not unusual, and thus we have — e*g. 

ap-K-£(fei — to suffice^ 
ap'K'Sto — to keep off. 

It is not easy to trace the connection between these two 
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diverse meanings of the apparently same verb as usually 
explained ; the diversity, however, may be accounted for 
without difficulty by referring the former of the two to the 
idea of number suggested by the d/rove^ and the latter to 
that of guarding, suggested by the protection required for 
the flock or herd. 

In the same way we have the secondary forms 
ap'X'O) — to heginy 
ap'^'O) — to ruUy 
requiring some explanation of their connection with the 
same stem — ^the former being easily derived from ap — a 
pointy and the latter being deduced either from the notion 
oi headship or oi guiding and conducting. 

The Sanskrit word arh'—worthy which Curtius refers to 
the same root as apxwy may be traced to the sense of 
estimation found among the secondary meanings of the 
stem-word ap. 

Moreover as from the stem ap came the derivative form 
apKy so from this latter by weakening of the vowel came 
tpKy the base of 

ep'k-og — enclosure. 

In a similar way from a strengthened form of c/o, which is 
itself but a weakened representation of apj came in the 
sense of numberingy 

eip'O) — to tell, count, mmihery 
with which may also be compared 

Hp'W — to connect, unite^ 
as derived from the same stem, but in a sense more allied 
to the original meaning — ^the idea of cormecting being 
derived from the pinshaped or pointed fibula used to con- 
nect or fasten the dress. 
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On the other hand, from the same strengthened stem 
eip, by addition of a weak determinative^ came 

iif^'U) — to restrain, fence off, 

that notion being derived either from guarding the flocks 
or from the stakes used to protect the folds. 

Once more, as by change of liquid the stem ap passed 
into the form aX, so from this latter was formed the 
secondary stem oXk, the base of 

aX-K-€tai — to ufard off; 

and from another secondary stem a\y by the insertion of a 
weak vowel came aXeyy the base of 

aX'ij'to — to guardy care for; 

and it is possible that from this latter by dropping the 
initial vowel came the verb 

Xcy-w — to speak — i.e., to count, telly 

a verb which Lobeck connects with oXcycu, although Cur- 

tius^ has doubts on the subject. 

But whilst the foregoing and many other derivatives, 

such as the verbs signifying to plough and to row, may be 

traced in Greek to this root ap, not a few also in Latin 

may be observed to take origin from the same. Thus 

from the sense of driving assigned to the root came in that 

language 

Ar-mentum — a herd ; 

and from the secondary form arg by change of vowel 
came in the same signification 

Urg-eo — to drive; 

whilst, on the other hand, from the sense of guarding 

» Gr. Et, i., 454. 
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implied in the stem came 

Anna — armsy 
Arx — a citadel. 

The mention of this last word will serve to lead us back 
from this digression to the origin of the word proposed for 
investigation — namely, 

iroXic — o city^ 
which is derived from the combination of the labial ?r, the 
mutilated representative of the preposition wo and the 
stem aX, the variant of the original apy and taken in the 
sense of guardingy fencing^ and the entire compound 
denotes literally the fenced placey the arx or citadel; and a 
similar derivation may be assigned to Pura^ only that in 
this latter the liquid of the root remains unchanged. 

Having thus investigated the mutilated preposition viro 
under the form tto and its still more abbreviated repre- 
sentative TT, it remains yet further to examine it under 
some other variants of that form, and first under that 

of TTOC. 

Now in considering the case of the Hibemo-Celtic 
prefix /o, it was seen that, under certain circumstances, 
as when the stem's first vowel was slender, it assumed the 
form foi, as in the compounds 

Foi-leim — a skipy Foi-lionad — a supplement^ 

and it is a curious thing to observe that something similar 
seems to have taken place in the ancient source of the 
Greek language with respect to the mutilated prefix tto, 
changing it at times to iroi, although, without that strict 
attention to the equipoising of the vowels that appears in 
Celtic, some examples of such an usage may be found in 

c 
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rroi'KiKoc—^arty'eoIauredy Troi-irvvai — to puffy hlowj 
iroi-€w— to mcJcSj doj Troi^^vtrtrw—to panty snort. 

In respect to the first of these examples — viz., 
?rot-iciXoc — party-colouredy 
it may be observed that Ourtius, in his Greek etymologies, 
would comiect it with the Sanskrit 

Pif, pi9ami — Adom^ fashion^ form^ 
and with the Latin 

Pingo, pictura — to paint. 

Now, though it is always hazardous to differ from such an 
high authority, yet at times it must be done, and in this 
case a more satisfactory derivation may be found by con- 
sidering the word woikiXo^ as a compound formed by 
combining the prefix ttoi with an ancient stem of the form 

Kik'oc— varied, manifold. 

It is true that this stem is not now found expressly in the 
classical languages of Greece and Rome, but its existence 
may be inferred as derived from a stem already considered, 
namely, loA, or 

iX — to vary^ 

from which we may suppose it formed by prefixing the 
initial le, the remnant of an abbreviated preposition €ic, 
and so making iceX the base of 

KcX-oc — varied, manifold. 

That this is not a mere imaginary stem is further con- 
firmed by the analogy of other Indo-European languages, 
for it may be traced, with some slight variation, in both 
the Teutonic and Celtic branches of that family — as, for 
example, in the Anglo-Saxon 
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Oylew — spottedy varied, 
and in the Hibemo-Oeltic 

Coileac— }>arty-e{>&)urtf(2. 

In fact, it may be found in the English 

Quilt — a party-eolaured caveringy 

and in the expression quUiingy meaning to embroider or 
give some pattern-work on any article of dress. 

As to the compound forms iroi-irvva> and iroi't^vtrtrwy they 
are usually regarded as reduplicated forms from the Greek 
stems irvito and ^vaaco. It seems, however, that they 
ought rather to be looked upon as compounds formed by 
combining the same or kindred stems with the prefix woi, 
and as such there is no occasion to dwell upon them. 

The last example, however, to be considered in com- 
bination with this prefix ?rot is more interesting, although it 
may excite surprise to find it classed among compounds, as 
its termination ew is generally regarded as merely forma- 
tive, as in the case of ^iX-ccn and other verbs of that con- 
jugation. The word in question, then, is 

iroi-eo) — to fiMzie, dOf 

and our contention is that in this case the termination is 
not formative but radical, though the origin of the term 
is somewhat obscured by the vowel being weakened from 
a to €. In this contention, no doubt, we are at variance 
vnth high linguistic authorities, one of whom would refer 
the word wouu) to a root ire, a reference, indeed, of which 
Gurtius does not approve, whilst he would himself derive 
it fix)m the stem ^v=fo beget. The true origination, how 
ever, seems to be from a stem of the form 

atj — to dOj make* 
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This signification, it is true, is not assigned by grammarians 
to this verb, which yet, according to them, has four distinct 
meanings, but its existence might be surmised from its 
nasalised representative 

avu) — to dOf perform, 

and, in fact, it is radically the same with 
ooi — to breathe^ 

whence, as we said, came the signification to panty thence 
to do with panting or effort^ to toil, as apparent in the 
derivatives asOXoc, aOAoc, aOXov, &c., from a secondary 
form acfl, from which also, by dropping of the initial 
vowel, came 

iO^-cii — to do oftm, to he aectutomed. 

But even under the form aw it may be traced in the com* 
pound verb 

Ap-a«i> — to dOy 
where the initial combination Bfi represents an intensive 
prefix from which the vowel has been dropped, the full 
form being Sap. This prefix, though of rare occurrence 
in Greek, is very often met with in some others of the 
Indo-European languages, as, e.g^y in the Persian 

Dar-amadfu>— -^ entery 
Dar-k'astan — to require^ 
Dar-yaftan — to widereUmdy 
and in the Welsh 

Dar-paru — to preparey 
Dar-amred — going round, 

all which combinations are formed by the adjunction of 
distinct stems to the prefix dar. 

^ By transposition i0 becomes Be, whence ri-Btifu, and most probably 
the mnch-dispnted 9e-oQ = the maker, as suggested by Herodotus. 
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Moreover, Zeus, in his Celtic Grammar, has pointed out 
the existence of an intensive prefix dar in old Irish, as in 
Dar-mar^ — enormmu. 

An instance of its use in Greek may be found in 

Aop-SaTTrco — to tear, devour^ 

though this word is generally regarded as a reduplicated 
form of SaTTTfo. It may also be traced in the proper name 
AapSavoC) which is compounded of this prefix and a stem- 
word 

Aav-oc — boldy impettums, 
which, though now obsolete in Greek, is still found in some 
dialects of Celtic, and may also be recognised in the names 
of several rapid rivers as the Epi-Savo^, la/o-Savocy Po-Savoc> 
&c. 

. The nearest approach, however, to the simple state of 
the Greek stem aw* — to do — ^is found in the Coptic verb 

ai — do. 
Now, the primitive vowel of the stem being weakened, the 
verb in Grreek became ecu instead of acu, and in this form 
being combined with the prefix iroi, gave origin to the- 
compound 

9roc-£cii — to makey do. 

Another variant oi the mutilated prefix iro may be 
detected under an abbreviated guise, consisting merely of 
the aspirated representative of the labial, and appearing as> 
^. Now, it is well known that when the preposition viro 
m composition comes before an aspirated vowel it is changed 

» Gr. Cdt^ 34. 

' Perhaps it appears also in aitaia — to reap, the sense being now confinecl. 
to that <^erati(ni, thongh origiaally denoting labour in general; cf. the* 
Welsl) anmothi}. 
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to vi^y the aspiration passing backwards from the vowel to 
the adjoining labial^ a circumstance which happens also in 
the case of the prepositions airo and tin. But the initial 
vowel of the prefix being dropped, the residuum left to 
represent the preposition is simply the aspirated letter ^, 
and such a prefix will be found to result from each of the 
prepositions mentioned, so that there may be difficulty in 
deciding to which of them the prefix properly belongs. In 
addition, however, there appears some ground for supposing 
that the form ^o had also an existence in Greek. At least 
the analogy of Latin and Celtic would lead to such a 
surmise, and although it may not be easy to account for 
the aspiration of the initial labial in that case, yet the 
supposition of its having existed would remove difficulties 
connected with the use of such a prefix in composition. 

Now, as has been shown, the preposition viro is a muti- 
lated remnant firom a more primitive form SvttoS, com- 
pounded of the prepositional 2v and the stem-word 

TToS — a foot. 

But it is possible that the stem iroS had a variant of the 
form ^08, whether co-existent with it or anterior to it, and 
this supposition derives strength from the Latin verb 

Fod-io — to dig, 

which originally may have denoted to g^mb uoith the feet, 
the way animals do making a hole in burrowing. 

Moreover, as SviroS gave origin to vvo, and thence to iro, 
so we may suppose the combination Sv^oS to have givBu 
origin to v^o, and thence to ^o. In the transitional stage^ 
however, from Sv^oS to v^o there seems to have been aa 
intermediate form under the guise of 2v^o, and the 
existence of this latter would serve to throw light on the 
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mode of composition of a complex term of very doubtful 
derivation — namely, 

2vKO0ayri7c — d calumniator. 
The Jigshewing etymon so long assigned to this compound 
is no longer satisfying, but if it be supposed that a trans- 
position of two letters has taken place, and that the proper 
form of the word was originally 2v^o-Kavr7|Cy and not 
2i;ico0ayri7C9 then both the mode of composition and origin 
of the word become apparent, inasmuch as it is compounded 
of the prefix Sv0o and the stem icavrijc derived from the 
verb 

KaiV'W — to traduce^ slander. 

It is true, indeed, that this verb in its simple state is not 
now foimd in Greek, but it appears in the compound 

paa-Kaiv-b) — to slandery caluminate^ 

and finds an exact counterpart in the Celtic 

Cain — traduce^ slander. 

Moreover, that the syllable )3a<r in the word fiaaKaivto is a 
mere prefix will appear from other compoimds in Greek in 
which it is used as such, as in 

fiatT'trapevQ — Bacchus — i.e., the jolly gody 

from the stem x^^P^y ^^® initial guttural being assimilated 
by the sibilant ; 

pao'trapa — a she fox ^ a vixeniy 

where the stem is plainly referable to 

Satpco — to snarly shew the teeth. 

This being understood, let us retm'n to the mutilated pre- 
position as proposed to be considered under the forms of 0o 
and ^, and analyse some words supposed to consist of these 
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forms of prefix oombined with distinct stems, taking as 
examples the following : — 

^oijiog — PJicebus Apollo^ ^top — a thief ^ 

^oiroc — cimstatii goings ^cuc — cl many 

^wXcoc^tt deuy <pvXaTTtM>-^to guard. 

The first of the above examples — namely, 
^oipog — Phcelms jipollo, 

has been somewhat of a crux to grammarians, yet Kanne^ 
with singular acumen, has suggested that it is related to 

H/3?i — youthy bloom, 

though how it came to assume the form ^oi/3oc is not 
explained. The prefix under consideration may serve to 
remove the difficulty, for if firom the word 

E0?jj3oc— « youihy 
the initial vowel be dropped, the residuum is of the form 
fpri^ogy and this latter might by easy transitional stages 
pass to ^tjSoc? and thence to ^oijSoc, and so express the 
name of Phoebus Apollo ; or on the supposition that there 
was a prefix ^o, the same result might be arrived at by 
combining this prefix with i)3, thie weakened form of i|j3, 
the base of 

H/3»|— yow^A, bloom, 

and thus constituting a name expressive of the ever- 
blooming youth and vigour of the solar deity. 
As to the next example, 

tpoiTog — constant going, 

Ourtius^ selects it as an instance to disprove what we are 
endeavouring to establish — namely, that it is by attaching 

1 i., 26. 
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a labial initial to a stem of the form it, derived from a 
simpler root, 

I — to gOy 

that this word is formed, and not by supposing, as Curtius 
does, a different root commencing with the labial. In 
this matter we hold with Lobeck in preference, and on our 
supposition the labial is not " unaccountable." 
In the case of the next example — ^namely, 

0ciiXcoc — « den, 
the prefix is not intensive, as in the two preceding instances, 
whilst the stem is of the form av\ the base of the well- 
known vocable 

avX-ri — a dwelling, 

and this stem being combined with the prefix ^o makes 
the compound ^o-avX, contracted into 0aiX, the base of 

0aiX-£oc — (z den, i.e., a avb-dwelling. 

In a similar way the compound term 

^top^a thief y 

though generally regarded as a simple form, may be 
resolved into its component elements as being made up of 
a stem ap or mp, the base of 

aipA(M>—to take, 

and a mutilated prefix of the form 0o, the result of such a 
combination being the compound ^o-ap, which was con- 
tracted into 

i^wp — one who takes in an underhand way, a thief. 
Once more, in the Greek word 

(juag (^wrc) — a man, 
may perhaps be presented another exemplification of this 
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mode of composition, though the suggestion is made ¥dth 
some hesitancy. On the supposition suggested, however, 
the stem would be of the form ar, akin to the Sanskrit 

Vat — to speaJcj 

and this stem or being combined with the prefiz ^o would 
make the compound ^o-ary contracted into ^urr, the base of 

^cii(r)c=a man, i.e., the speaker^ 
and expressive of the characteristic by which man is 
specially distinguished, and has been from the beginniiig, 
the gift of speech. 

It is true that Curtius would derive this word ^«i>c from 
the root 0v, a very favourite resource with him, and com* 
pares it with the Sanskrit Bhavat in the sense of the pro- 
ducer. But may not this Sanskrit word itself be regarded 
as a compound denoting the word or speech producer^ for 
Sanskrit has more compound words in its vocabulary than 
is generally supposed? 

The last example in the list — namely, 

(l^vXaTTa^—to watch, guardj 
may require more attention than the preceding ones, in 
order to make evident its mode of composition. But if it 
be resolved as if equivalent to 

0o-vXarr6j — to watch^ 

the stem from which the compound is formed will not be 
far to seek, for vXarrti) at once suggests a relationship to 
vXajcTEoi, which is confessedly akin to 

vkais) — to hark. 
And this suggests a clue to the original meaning of the 
compound ^vXarrco, the idea of watching being derived 
from the vigilance implied in the watchdog's bark. 
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Moreover, further investigation shows that on dropping 
the initial vowel of 

v-Xa-o) — to barky 

a relationship to some other members of the Indo-European 
family in reference to this word displays itself immediately, 
for in the Hibemo-Celtic is found the related word 

Lat (lah) — a dog^ 

and from a stem akin to this Celtic form is derived also 
the Latin verb 

Latro — to bark. 

Now, with regard to the foregoing analogies, it is not a 
little remarkable that by means of them Greek and Latin 
words of apparently distinct origin are shown to be allied 
by the connecting link of Celtic ; and further, that whilst 
in this last word the aspirated dental of the stem is silent 
in Celtic, and disappears entirely in Greek, yet it becomes 
vocalised in Latin, and manifests its existence both to ear 
■ and eye, though devoid of aspiration. 



END OF PABT I. 
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SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES OF COMPOSITION 
IN GREEK AND LATIN. 



CHAPTER II. 

In the first chapter of these notes an attempt was 
made to account for some preformatives in Greek on 
a supposition correspondent to that of Professor Pott, 
that they are abbreviations or mutilations of prepositions. 
This notion of the German Philologist is impugned by 
Curtius, and totally denied by Pick ; and yet it accounts 
in a plausible way for prefixes which require explanation, 
and which the opponents of Pott would dispose of by 
representing that they are not prefixes at all, but essen- 
tial parts of the root or stem. This, however, appears to 
be a very unsatisfactory way of escaping from the diflS- 
culty ; and even although Pott's mode of accounting for 
the prefixes may not be applicable in every case, yet it is 
applicable in some as has been already pointed out, and 
different explanations may be offered in others. For 
that they are bond fide prefixes or preformatives there 
can be little doubt to those who attentively consider the 
subject. 

But here it may be observed, that whilst root or stem 
determinatives are freely admitted at the end of words, 
they are either rejected or meet with scant favour at the 
beginning — ^and yet why this different acceptance ? Could 
not words increase by accretion initial as well as final ? 
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We must remember that words were in existence before 
writing, and also the great probability that writing at 
first was not alphabetic but ideagraphic^ somewhat like 
the present system of Chinese writing, in which there 
is a distinct character for every word, no matter how 
numerous. But although the characters are distinct, 
they are not wholly unconnected, a fundamental character 
will have numerous offshoots, distinguishable from it, 
indeed, by diacritical marks, but still all preserving the 
original characteristic. Suppose, then, that to a nation 
using such a mode of writing was presented the superior 
excellence of the alphabetic system, and that the nation, 
convinced of its excellence, proceeded to adopt it, we may 
readily imagine that in adopting it some effort would be 
made to preserve the original interdependence of the 
various characters on the primal one, and in order to 
this, various plans might be adopted. As, for instance, 
attaching particular letters to the word selected to denote 
the root, some of these letters being placed before, and 
some after the main or principal word. 

But another device which was possible was that of not 
vocalising some of the letters so placed, and marking the 
absence of vocalisation by some diacritic note. Thus the 
secondary word, whilst different to the eye, would yet 
retain in sound its relation to the original root or stem. 
Such a mode of dealing with words in the process of 
morphology seems to have prevailed in some of the Celtic 
dialects, where the diacritic marks are still preserved. 
In French, too, are found a number of silent letters, as in 
the third person plural of verbs, although the silent 
letters have no distinguishing mark. That some such 
system existed in Latin also may be conjectured, not 
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merely from the elision of m in poetry, but from the 
dropping of the finals s and i, as exemplified in Plautus 
as the representative of the older spoken Latin.^ And if 
we are to trust the author of the ' Varronianus/ the pro- 
nun ciation of Latin resembled that of French more than 
is usually supposed. 

But though originally these determinative letters of 
which we speak may have been silent, yet in process of 
time they may have resumed their vocalisation, whether 
from the absence of the diacritic marks or from being 
transferred to other languages, where their significance 
was not understood. Thus the Celtic term for half is 
expressed in Irish by the word leat, which terminates 
with a silent aspirated dental, whilst in Welsh the corre- 
sponding term is lied, which ends in a dental indeed, but 
unaspirated and vocalised — and many French words 
adopted into English have, in the transition had some 
letters which were silent in the former made vocal in the 
latter. 

In like manner we may conjecture an Indo-European 
root of the form 

I — to know, 

which most probably was originally accompanied by a 
silent dental, making it of the form id, or in Greek 
character, lB. Now if this latter were written in Irish 
fashion with the dental dotted or aspirated, it would 
appear as tS*, which in form would resemble the Greek 
representative of the word, but in sound would corre- 
spond to the suggested Indo-European root. It seems 
preferable' to suppose such an origin for the dental of the 
Greek stem lS which appears in cSfiev oiSa, &c., rather 

1 Feile, 345-5. 
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than to regard it as a determinative afterwards added ta 
the root, for in Latin we find it wanting, although on 
the other hand it has two initial consonants prefixed to 
it, as in 

Sc-i-o — to know. 

These initial consonants may be a mutilated remnant of 
ex or esc^ which latter prefixed to the root would have 
made the complex form eac-i-o, whence by dropping the 
initial vowel came sc-i-o. 

Furthermore, another way in which initial consonants 
may be accounted for is by the supposition of a process 
of transposition. For example, if we take a root men- 
tioned by Fick, viz. : 

Ak — to bend, 

then by transposition this becomes ha, and in this state 
admits of final determinatives, and if the nasal m be 
added, the result is of the form 

Kam — to lend, 

which itself becomes a fruitful parent of many other 
derivatives. 

But the root ah appears also with an initial labial or 
labiodental both in Celtic and Teutonic. And no doubt 
the labial initial might be accounted for on the supposi- 
tion that ia this case also there occurred a transposition, 
so that kam became mah, and by interchange of labial, 
successively in Celtic, hah or bac and /eac ; these latter 
forms not denoting exactly the same idea, but slight 
modifications of the original signification — ^modifications, 
indeed, so slight that their exact divergence of meaning 
is lost to us, but may have been recognisable in an earlier 
stage of language. 
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But though some initial prefixed consonants may be 
thus accounted for, others, as was before suggested, seem 
diflicult of explanation on this hypothesis ; and accord- 
ingly a very obvious explication presents itself on the 
supposition that, as in the Semitic dialects there were 
certain letters known as heemantive, which served as 
initial f ormatives in the derivation of words, so something 
similar, though with greater variety, may have existed in 
the Indo-European languages, and a labial, dental, 
guttural, or sibilant, may have been employed to give 
force or diversity of expression to the original meaning of 
the primitive root. This, however, is at present only 
conjectural, but apparently deserving of serious attention. 

Occasionally, however, it is not one consonant but two 
that commences a word, as for example, in the Latin 
term 

Flo — to hlowy 

and how are they to be accounted for? Some appa- 
rently by transposition, and some by dropping of a vowel 
from a preceding preposition, as if per were represented 
by pr ; and some by dropping one initial vowel. Thus in 
the case of the Latin word, the latter process seems to 
have taken effect, for from the stem 
Av — to How, 

would come the secondary form afl, or more fully in 
Latin^ 

Aflo — to bhw. 

But by dropping the initial vowel this dissyllable would 
be transmuted into the shorter 

Flo— ^0 How, 
and on the other hand from the secondary sense of 
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a©^ — to do, 

by prefixing the intensive vocable Bap, would come 
iap-cuo — and by dropping the vowel from the prefix, 

Apaa> — to do. 

The mention of the stem aa> suggests the different 
formations that sprang from it; and it maybe instructive 
to give illustrations of its derivations more copiously than 
was done in the first section of this work. Taking then 
as the root 

a or av — to blow or breathe, 

formed by onomatopoeia we have the derived forms 

a€t> and arjfii — to blow or breathe, 

and with an epenthetic nasal 

An — to breathe, 

whence in various languages the derivatives anima, 
animiis, dme, and (Russian) oom — mind. 

But breathing denotes living, and hence with a sibilant 
prefix — a possibly mutilated form of intensive fa, — we 
have 

fao) — to live, 

whilst with a labial prefix, and weakening of the vowel, 
the result is 

)8ao9 — life, 

which, however, on the ground of its relation to the Latin 
vita may be derived from 

Va — to breathe, 

a transposed form of av. 

* Part I, page 36. 
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But not merely does breathing denote living, but being, 
and hence from the root in question^ by substitution of ei 
for €, a weakened form of a, came 

eifiv (asmi) — to be, 
and yet again^ as breathing implies not merely a living 
being, but a moving one, by prefixing a labial to the form 
av, the result is mav, the base of the weaker form 

Mov-eo — to move J 

Once more, breathing when intensified became j^aTi^in^, 
and this latter gave origin to a double set of derivatives 
according as panting indicated toU or desire, labour or 
longing for anything. In the . former sense the stem acj 
generally assumed a determinative becoming aeO, or 
aO, whence we have such forms as 

a€0Xo<; or a£\o<; — toil, struggle. 

Though we find the same stem with a double initial 
consonant and without this determinative in 

Apao) — to do, 
and possibly also in Troceoy, as has been pointed out. 

In the sense of desire the stem av gave birth to the 
Latin 

Av-eo — to desire. 

And on changing the spirant v to the labial p, and 
adding the common secondary formative t, and weakening 
the vowel, there arises 

Opto — to wish for. 
To which is possibly allied 

Peto — to seek, 
abbreviated from apeto, a variant of opto. 

I ** In Him we live and move and have our being" — Acts xvii. 28. 
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In Greeks on the other hand^ from axo in the sense of 
desire come the rarions derivatives \aa> and /iaa>. More 
familiarly known in the re-dnplicated forms XtXaiofiav 
and fiaifiaco. The initial liquid in the one case being «^n 
abbreviated form of \l for Xiav, and in the others of a/^ 
for afia. 

But farther in the same sense^ though with a modified 
expression of it, am passed into the form cbeOto, and 
thence with a determinative X into aedeK(o, whence came 
adeXcD, and thence eOeXoy and deK(o, Whilst from sub- 
stituting T for 6 in the derivative form cueO or aO came 
words expressive of seeking or ashing, as in f-iyr-e© for 
^a-aT-eci)'* and aireto, in which latter the vowel is inten- 
sified into a diphthong. 

Once more as^the signification of doing is akin to tbat 
of doing often, that is, being wont, or accustomed to do. 
Hence we have with €0 for cueO as base 

E^-09 — cudtom, 

and in a moral sense the hahit of mind denoted by 

H^o9 — moral sense. 

Moreover, as in a preceding case the aspirated was 
replaced by t, bo in the sense of doing the form €0 at 
times took that of er, as in the derivative 

Et-€09 — true, i.e., fact, 
and in 

TiTTjpeT'eoi — to serve, 

which, however, seems to be a transposition for irrrep^ 
7)T-e(o — such transposition of Vowels, according to Butt- 
man, not being an uncommon occurrence. The base^ 
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ihen^ of the compound would be r^r, which appear as 
rid, not merely in 7)0o<; already considered^ but in 

AX-97^-179 — truey quite fact, 

the initial aX being intensive^ and afterwards transformed 
into Xa and Xtai/. 

But onca again the sense of blowing contained in the 
stem atOy suggests that* of exposing to the air ; and thus 
from the secondary form aeO came 7j0, the base of 

HBO)— to winnow, sift, 

which also appears with a sibilant initial^ as 

'^f)0'(o — to sift, winnow. 

Strange to say, the equivalent of this latter verb in 
Hibemo-Celtic begins with a guttural instead of a sibilant^ 
being represented by 

Oath— to winnow. 

And though it has no counterpart in a Greek verb 
beginning with a guttural, yet the former existence of it 
may be inferred from the adjective derivative 

Kad*apo<s^'pure, clean, i.e., winnowed. 

And from the same stem koO, by softening of the 
initial guttural and prefixing an intensive vowel, we may 
deduce also 

A-7a^-09— grood, i.e., pure, well winnowed. 

Nay, further, from the primitive form (uo or the 
secondary derivative <io(o in the sense of exposing to the 
wind, came possibly, as Buttman suggests, 

A<»T09 — excellent, the best of its hind, 

although Buttman appears to have mistaken the leading 
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idea in the derivation, thinking the word aojTo^; denoted 
something light, that might be easily blown about^ instead 
of something sifted and winnowed. 

But exposure to the wind had another effect, and that 
was to dry, and hence from acj — to blow, came the 
secondary verb 

Avo) — to drjff 

a verb of kindred origin with 

Av© — to kindle, 

which is derived from a<o in the sense of blowing, and so 
kindling a fire. In Hibemo-Celtic is found 

Aodh — afire. 

Numerous, however, as have been the derivative signi- 
fications from 00} already detailed, the stock is by no 
means exhausted, although some may be difficult to 
connect with the original sense of breathing or blowing, 
as for example. 

Aft) — to sleep, 

Aft) — to satiate. 

Aft) — to hurt. 

As to the first of these it may be connected with the 
sense of breathing by the notion of breathing heavily, as 
is frequently the case in sleep— and so in this case the 
word denotes rather the loud breathing indicative of sleep 
than sleep itself. 

From aft), then, in this sense came the secondary form 
air, which by change of vowel was transformed to utt, and 
by addition of a nasal became virv, whence was derived 

vTTvof; — sleep, 

or, if the aspirate has to be accounted for, the process of 
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derivation may have been as follows : — from the Indo- 
European stem av=aQ), came successively op and apn^ 
and by prefixing to this latter an intensive preformative 
8u^ corresponding to the Sanskrit su, came the compound 
suajpna, or 

Swapna — sleep, 

and then by dropping the sibilant we should have upna, 
whence virvo<;, somnus, &c. 

On the other hand^ from the same stem 

Aay—to breathe heavily, to sleep, 

we may derive also the secondary verb 

BvSg) — to sleep, 

the initial vowel of the stem having changed to ev, and 
a determinative dental being attabhed at the end in such 
a way that the resultant evS easily gave origin to 

EuSo) — to sleep. 

The connection of aco — to satiate, with ao) — to breathe, 
may seem diflScult to account for, yet it may be under- 
stood by bearing in mind the satisfied expression ah, with 
which a thirsty person finishes a copious and refreshing 
draught, for to arrive at that uttered ah was to be for the 
moment satiated. 

As to the signification of hurting assigned to the stem 
aco, it may be traced in a somewhat similar way in the 
supposition that at first the verb had a passive meaning, 
and denoted the being hurt rather than the act of hurting, 
and that that feeling was expressed by ah uttered as a 
cry of pain. 

The consideration, however, of all the derivatives of 
this prolific stem would lead us too far from the more 
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immediate object of this chapter^ which is to consider 
some examples of composition in Latin where the prefix, 
of the componnd consists of a mutilated form of the 
preposition tnro, and snch examples may be fonnd in 
words like polleo, polliceor^ pono, 8fc, 

It is trae, indeed^ that Corssen and other high autho- 
rities suggest a different explanation of this Latin 
prefix, considering it a representative of the Greek irpori ; 
but with all due deference to such eminent linguistic 
writers, we prefer regarding it, as was said, as a mutilated 
form of the preposition utto, which further is occasionally 
represented, not merely by the form po, but also under 
the variant guises of fo and vo and possibly even io, and 
we shall consider them under each form. 

Latin Prefix of Composition po. 

The number of examples of compounds with this pre- 
fix under the form po is by no means insignificant, for 
although, even of those given above, the second cannot 
be cited absolutely as a case in point, the initial element 
of the compound beiug possibly of a difierent origin, yet 
the remaining two, together with some others to be men- 
tioned, may be regarded as instances of formation by 
combination of the prefix po with corresponding stems ; 
so that there may be adduced as examples, polleoj pono, 
posaideo, pomcerium, pollex, &c. 

In analyzing, then, these complex forms seriatim, it is 
found in the first instance that from the stem 

Valeo — to be strong^ 
by means of combination with this prefix used intensively 
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is formed the compound po^valeOj afterwards contracted 
into pov-leo and 

PoUeo to be very strong. 

And in like manner from sino, according to Corssen and 
others, by similar combinations is formed the compound 
po'sino, afterwards transformed into pono, 

Possideo. In the case of this compound the stem is 
sedeo, but the doubled sibilant implies that some letter 
has been assimilated, and in this instance the letter so 
assimilated was probably d, which having been originally 
in the preposition, as explained in the first chapter, had 
adhered to it in composition, so that the first form of the 
compound was pod-sedeo, and this by assimilation and 
change of vowel became possideo : the dental in the prefix 
corresponding in some degree to the like epenthetic d 
in redeo from the stem eo. 

Pomoerium. — As to this word, which denotes the 
open space free from buildings within and without the 
walls of a city, and closely adjoining the same, it is 
generally explained as if compounded of the preposition 
post, after, and a stem denoting wall. But this does 
not express fully the idea intended to be conveyed by 
the word. The true explication, however, appears easily 
from supposing the term pomoerium to be compounded of 
a stem equivalent to some variant of mums — a wall, 
together with the prefix po in the sense of under, so that 
the complex term pomoerium would be equivalent in 
signification to ' under the wall or walls/ i.e, subjacent to 
them, lying close under them on either side. 

Pollex, Polliceor. These two words may be considered 
together although so unlike in signification, for they are 
connected by a common stem, somewhat modified, indeed. 
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in meaning, yet radically the same, for in the one case it 
Signifies the hand, and in the other only an appendage of 
the hand. Thus the idea of promising or making an 
engagement is conveyed by giving or strHdng of hands, 
and this is what is denoted by 

Polliceor — to give the hand, to promise, 

whilst the notion of the thumb is expressed by its being 
represented as a subsidiafy of the hand, and this is what 
is implied in the Latin word 

PoUex — a subsidiary of the hand, a thumb, 

a sort of subfinger, for the stem word will be found to 
denote both hand and finger. 

The stem, indeed, which denotes these meanings is not 
very obvious in Latin, and it will require some pains to 
eliminate it from the obscure surroundings which involve 
it. But the difficulty of arriving at it will be well repaid 
by the many interesting results arising from the research, 
and which disclose a series of affiliations connected with 
it, not less numerous, and in many instances much more 
to be relied on than those suggested by Max Mliller in 
regard to the derivatives of his famous root m,a/r, which 
he has detailed at such length in the second series of his 
Lectures. Moreover, the affiliated or related words of 
this stem are not confined to one language, but may be 
traced in several branches of the Indo-European fomily, 
as Latin, Greek, Celtic, and even in the supposed non- 
Aryan Semitic. 

The stem then in question, whatever its original form 
may have been, may be traced under the guise of lac, 
lee, or lie, occasionally modified by a prefixed consonant, 
although it is not quite certain whether this prefixed 
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letter in some cases were originally d or g, or whether 
there may have been co-existing forms with either indif- 
ferently, for as in Greek are found the co-ordinate forms 
yvo<f>o<; and Si/0^09 denoting the same thing, so there may 
have been representatives of both dlac and glac to denote 
the stems of which we speak, and which, as was said, 
denoted a hand and also a finger* 

Now some of the most common notions connected with 
the word hand are those of talcing , receiving y seizing ; 
and as Grimm connects the English word finger with the 
Gt^rman fangen — to taJce, seize, and as Whitley Stokes 
supposes the Greek XayS or XafijS in XajSr), Xafifiavo), to 
be related to the Celtic lav, a hand, so the Greek Xa;^, 
base of T^yxavco, might be connected with the supposed 
stem word we have been considering, and from analogy 
it might be concluded that there once existed in Greek a 
stem of the form 

\ax — cb hand. 

Or the same conclusion might be arrived at in another 
way. For as many stems ending in labials have counter- 
parts ending in gutturals, of which the words for horse 
in Greek and Latin are a well-known instance, so the 
stem form Xo^ in Greek may have originated from an 
older form ending in a guttural and corresponding to Xa;^ . 
But we are not dependent on mere inference for the 
possible existence of the stem required, for in Hiberno- 
Celtic may be found not merely the verb 
Glac^ — take, recei/ve, feel, 
corresponding to the Greek \ax, but also the noun 
Glac — a hand, prong, fork, 

^ The dot denoting aspiration is subscribed as less likely to interfere with 
dotting of the vowels and other notes. 
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Is it, then, a mere casual coincidence that whilst among 
other meanings the Celtic word glac signifies a forJc, in 
Greek is found the term 

Xt;^-a9 — the space between the forefinger and thumhj 
a space in some degree resembling a fork. 

It is observable, too, that in the same language is found 
Xt;^-ai/09 — the forefinger. 

It is true that this word is generally derived from 
\€iX'(0 — to Uclc, 
as if the finger used in that operation, but this is most 
probably a mistake, and the word seems to have signified 
really the index finger, a meaning quite compatible with 
the stem in question, as will appear fiirther on. 

Before, however, considering any more Greek words 
connected with this stem, it may be well to direct atten- 
tion to some Latin affiliations of it, and in order to do 
so, let it be borne in mind that connected with the notion 
of hand or fi^t, are those of fighting, heating, striking. 
Accordingly as in Latin pugna, a fi>ght, is generally asso- 
ciated with pugnusy a fist, so in Hibemo-Celtic appear 
the related terms akin to this stem of 

Glac — a hand, 

Glac — fi>ght, strive, struggle, 

Gleic — a fight, conflict, 

whilst in another dialect of Celtic a derivative of the 
same stem appears without the initial guttural in the 
Welsh 

Lacio^ — to heat. 

1 Compare this Welsh word lacio and the Irish word gleic above given 
with the English slang words Zace and Uck in the sense of heating, and it 
will appear that all have a common origin in this stem. 
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On the other handj in Lithuanian^ a labial takes the place 
of the guttural initial, and so we have 

P-lak-u^ — to heat. 

Now though in Latin the guttural initial was not 
altogether unknown, yet the labial seems to have been 
more commonly used, and so with change of vowel we 
arrive at the forms 

P-lec-to — to strike, punish, 
P-lec-trum — a striker for the harp. 

Occasionally the labial was replaced by a labiodental or 
spirant with a di£ferent change of vowel, and the results 
were such as 

F-lig-o {F'lic'tum) — to strike, 
Al'&igo—to strike, dash against, 
Con-fligo — to strike together. 

The stem appearing more clearly in the supines or 
participles than in the present tense. 

But still, further, in some cases both initial consonants 
have disappeared, as in the Latin 

Ic-o — to strike, 

A verb derived from the same stem. For as on com- 
parison of the following words in diflferent languages 

Gleich, Like, ei/c-o). 

Oerman, English, Cheek, 

they are found to have the notion of similitude pervading 
and connecting them all — so in a similar way the notion 
of beating or fighting pervades and connects the following 

» Cnrtiiu, 1-345. 

* May not the word Victor be from the same stem and Bignify leoater (t.e. 
with rods), rather than Innder as supposed ? 
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Qleio-^Jight, Lick-^beat, Ic-o — strike^ 

Irish, Slang EngUah, Latin. 

Before leaving the derivatives of this stem connected 
with the notion of fighting, we may perhaps associate 
with them 

Lac-esso — to provoke, challenge. 

That is, possibly, by throwing the bands into a fighting 
attitude, and farther 

Luc-tor — to struggle, strive. 

Moreover remembering that the human hand corre- 
sponds in some degree to the paw in beasts, and bearing 
in mind to what use the latter is applied in the case of 
fierce and savage animals, with this association may be 
classed 

Lac-ero — to tear, rend, mangle. 

But there was another notion suggested by that of 
hand, the very opposite of fighting or striking, and this 
was the notion of stroking, soothing, and so pleading and 
alhiring. Hence in Welsh appear the related terms 

Llawch — a stroking, 

Lloch-i — to stroke, make nmch of, 

and in Latin with an initial labial 

P-lac-o — to soothe, appease, 
P-lac-eo — to please, 

and without the initial labial 

Lac-io— <o allv/re, 

and from Zocto all the affiliated words such as lac-to, 
allicio, illicio, illecehra, &c. (cf. /co-Xaf). 
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Further, perhaps, the notion of liberty or permission 
may have been associated with the hands being loose or 
free, and hence from the same stem might be derived 

Lac-so {laxo) — to loose, 
with which may be compared the French 

Lach-er — to loose. 
And of kindred origin is probably the Latin 

Lic-et — it is permitted. 

In the case of glac, the Celtic representative of this 
stem, one of the significations assigned to it was that of 
prong, and in fact one of the remote original meanings of 
the stem was that of a point, end, extremity,^ thence 
something pointed^ as prong, finger, hand, Umb, &c. 
This being understood, it can be readily imagined how 
the same stem came to signify a dug or teat, and then 
what came from the dug or teat, i.e. milJcj and thus is 
deduced the Latin term 

Lac — milk. 

which is represented in the inflexion of the Greek 
related word by ya-XaK-ro^ (cf. bleacd, — milJc, Ir.). 
From the same notion of something pointed may pro- 

^ In the first chapter similar significatioxu! were assigned to the stem- 
word ap — ^now from ap came the yariant aX and from this by adding a 
determinatiYe came oKk, which by metathesis was changed to Xcuc and 
thence to y\aK or glae. 

Again from ap may haye come the secondary form apK, and with a 
labial initial /Sapjc, which transposed to /3pajc became the base of Irachkbm 
— cMi orm (see note A). 

On the other hand, from the form oXjc — by dropping the liquid came 
aK-tf-a point, whilst the notion of ha/nd still remaining in it gave origin 
to aK-coftai=sto ewrcy i«.y by sootJwng, strokmg^ &c. 
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bably be derived another Latin word, on the Bupposition 
that what now signifies ice formerly signified idcley i.e. 
BOTxiething pronglike, and thus we have with great resem- 
blance to glac the Celtic form of the stem the word 

61ac-ies — ice, i.e., icicle. 

The same notion of something pointed connects with 
this stem certain Greek derivatives as 

TXcoX'i'^ — anything pointed, 
T\a>X-o'o^ {yX-axTo-a) — a tongue. 

as also Xr)K(o and its related words. 

Perhaps, too, the notion of something pointed may 

have given origin to a now unused form gleic — a tongue, 

whence came 

Aet;^-© — to liclc. 

Other Greek correlatives connect themselves rather 
with the notion of hand, or what is intimately connected 
with it, that of talcing, receiving, both denoted by the 
Celtic glac — and as in Hibemo-Celtic we have grZoc — 
a quiv&r-case, and glacadan — a repository, so in Greek we 
have 

0v-\a/c-o9 — a bag, pouch. 

where the first syllable, or at least the first vowel is not 
radical according to Curtius. 

But, further, on the supposition that paw or talon 
might have been denoted by the stem glac or lac as well 
as fiand, as was suggested with regard to the Latin 
lacero-^to tear, there may be deduced from it in a similar 
way the Greek 

Aa/v-69 — tearing, rending 

and as the paw was used for grubbing up the earth, 
digging and burrowing, thence too came 
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AaAC-09— a hole, pit, 
and with x instead of tc, 

AaX'0,cvcd — to dig. 

The same idea being brought ont as was suggested in 
the first chapter in the case of the Latin /odio as derived 
from /oc? — Q,paw, or foot} 

On the other hand in the sense of heating, sinking, we 
have 

KaK'Ti^ — a pestle, 

whilst with a labial initial letter we have 

ir'XrjK'a-fo (TrXiyo-o-o)) — to striJce. 

To the same stem^ with some variance of meanings may 
be referred with its derivatives 

Aaf — stamping, treading with the heel, 

and in immediate connection with this latter the Latin 
calx for clax or clac-s, which might be an abbreviated 
form for calac-s as we had ^oKaK-To^, and lac-tis. 

The mention of this last word suggests another deri- 
vation of the same stem, for on the supposition that 
there was a form 7\aAc — milk, we may thence deduce 

r\vX'V<: — sweet, 
sweetness and milk being often associated together, as in 

1 This word Xax-os is related to two Latin words Iac-U8 and loo-us. The 
former denoting originally only a small hole filled with water, though 
afterwards its signification was expanded to denote a large sheet of water ; 
whilat the latter word loo-us, a place, denoted probably in the first instance 
the hole in which the spear was usaally placed when not in use. The 
form sthc, which is thonght by some to be the earliest form, appears rather 
to be a compound from sta-hc, t.e., stwnding-place. In Irish loc==darik, 
hlAck, as a dark hole suggests, and in this sense the word may hare given 
origin to the Latin luo-ws— o grove (aU \oxM — grovi). 
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our English phrase sweet milk. The derivation of 7\u#c-v9 
involves that of the Latin dulds or dluc-is. 

Once more, in relation to this stem it may be observed 
that the hand was often used as a kind of measure. 
Hence from this stem we have 

"E'XaX'V^^ — short, i.e., not a hand long, 
Ao-\t;^-o9 — long, i.e., two hands length. 

In the foregoing examples the liquid of the stem is pre- 
served, but in many instances it is lost,* whilst the initial 
dental of the form SKuk or S\ax takes its place, as for 
example in 

AeiK'VVfJLi — to show, point out, Aa#c-Tt;\o? — a finger, 
LeK-a — ten, i.e., digits, ^e^'Ofiai — to receive. 

In the first three of which the signification of finger 
appears very applicable to the stem. But as from the 
stem without the liquid came the verb Sec/c-vvfii — to show, 
i,e,, to point with the fim^er, so from the same stem, by 
omitting the initial dental, may have come a verb, now 
obsolete, of the form \€LX'Wfii with similar signification,- 
and such a verb may have given origin to the deriva- 
tive form 

At;^-ai;o9 — the forefinger, that which points. 

But, further, when the liquid is dropped from the stem 
word SkaK, on restoring the sense of hand to it, there 
arises a derivative in the sense of evenhandedness, as in 

Bi/C'f) — justice, i.e., evenhanded 
according to the English idiom ^ evenhanded justice.' 

^ So from Ppax—cm arm, came ppax-VQ-^short, i.e., the short a/rm, 
'^ Cf . the Latin elcmo and cZcwdo with the Italian ehiamo and ehiudo. 
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Another and somewhat kindred sense may be derived 
from the same stem by omitting both initial consonants^ 
and as the German form gleich and English like 
correspond, so to both corresponds the Greek derivative 
in question, namely 

Ec#c-o>— fo be like, 

i.e,, ^ as like as two hands/ This, too, is of kindred 
origin with the Latin »q-uus— /u^^, even. 

Other instances of the disappearance of both initial 
consonants in some of the affiliations of this prolific stem 
are afforded perhaps by 

lKavo<: — enoughj i.e., handful, 

Io-o9 (for eue-ao^) — equal, like cw two hands. 

On the other hand, where a labial was the first of the 
initial consonants, the liquid occasionally dropped from 
the second place, and thus gave origin to a distinct class 
of derivatives whose base is pac, as for example the Latin 

Pax — -peace, i.e., joining of hands, 
and with an epenthetic nasal 

Pango — to covenant. 
In Greek it assumes the shape of 

TTuf — with tlie shut fist, 

and perhaps may also be recognized in such words as 
ira^xy^i, irriX'V^f ireKO), &c. 

Having thus established the probable existence of a 
stem of the form glac or glee, signifying hand or finger, 
let there be applied to it the prefix po, and the result 
would be of the form po-glec, which by assimilation is 
easily transformed into pollec, the base of 
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Pollex — a thumb, or suhfinger, 
i.e., a subsidiary of the band. 

The same process might be thought sufficient to account 
for the composition of 

Polliceor — to promise. 

But a different explanation seems preferable^ and that 
is that the initial syllable pol in this word is related to the 
base of pello-pulsi, whilst the stem is the same as in the 
preceding word. The composition then of polliceor on 
this supposition would be equivalent to 

Pol-glee — striJce the hand, 

i.e., enter into engagement by sfrihing hands; a mode 
of entering into engagement often referred to in the Book 
of Proverbs, and still found in existence among the Celtic 
nations, and which may be often witnessed in their trans- 
actions in fair or market. 

In the preceding remarks on the stem-word just now 
considered, the reader must have observed how closely 
the existence of such stems seems to draw the alliance 
betwixt early Greek and Latin. The same result will be 
further apparent in regarding the prefix po under another 
aspect, in which it appears under the variant guise of 
pu. Instances of its usage under this guise may be traced 
in such words as 

Pub-esco — to be pubesc&tit, Pu-er — a boy, 

Pud-eo — to be ashamed, Pu-ella — a girl, 

and some others. 

Thus taking the first word in the foregoing list, viz. 

Pubesco — to be pubescent, 

it may be observed that this term is generally regarded 
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as a derivative from a more ancient form pubeo, of like 
signification, and althougli Curtius would derive puhes, 
and of course pubeo , from an imaginary root pu — to beget, 
it seems more simple and more probable to consider it as 
a compound of the prefix in question and of a stem, eb, 
akin to the Greek stem rj^, the base of 

H/8aft) — to bloom, to be young, 

a stem, too, "which has Semitic representatives. 

In like manner from a stem, aid, akin to the Greek 
stem aiB, the base of the verb 

AiB^eofjLai — to be ashamed, 

by combination with the same prefix po, or its variant 
pu, would result the compound irv-atZ, afterwards trans- 
muted into TToS, or pud, the base of 

Pud-eo — to be a^hamsd. 
As to the third term in the list — viz., 
Pu-er — a boy, 

Curtius says there was an old form written as pover, 

which he divides as pov-er, missing thereby the true 

etymon of the word, which he would derive from the same 

imaginary root as pubes. The true derivation, however, 

is quite different, as will appear presently. •The word 

puer is generally equated with the Greek iroip, the 

supposed Laconian equivalent of irai^:. But, though this 

is a mistake, at least so far as the identifying of irocp and 

7ra^9 is concerned — for they are to be regarded as entirely 

distinct words — the origin of Trocp and also of puer will 

be better understood by considering the case of a still 

existing Hibemo-Celtic compound — viz., 

Oig-fear — a youth. 
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Now, this compound consists of two elements — ^namely, 

Oig— young, 
and 

Fear — a man, 

a compound in which the medial consonants g and f, 
being aspirated, lose their proper sound, and are slurred 
in pronunciation ; so that the entire compound would be 
enunciated something like oir. To which latter, if we 
suppose the labial p to be prefixed, the resulting vocable 
would be of the form poir, or in Greek letters iroip. But 
though the Laconian term iroip might possibly be con- 
ceived to have an origin akin to this, it seems more 
probable that it arose from a combination of the prefix 
wo with a stem-word allied to the Ijatin vir, and the 
Hibemo- Celtic fear or fer, a man — ^a stem which enters 
also into the formation of the Greek av-rjp, so that iroip 
in its literal acceptation would signify really a sulman, a 
mannikin, a hoy. 

In a similar way the Latin word puer, or as appears 
more plainly in the archaic pover, given by Curtius, is 
found to be compounded of the same elements as woip, 
and, by the not unusual change of the vowel o for u in 
Latin, it eventually became puer. 

But it may be objected that another Latin form of the 
word is pu8U8, and that this cannot be traced to such a 
derivation as that proposed. It is true that it cannot be 
immediately derived from the proposed compound, but it 
may be deduced from a kindred one ; for another Hiberno- 
Celtic term for man is eia, which may be compared with 
the Anglo-Saxon esc and the Semitic ish of like signi- 
fication. Supposing, tJien, a kindred term for man to 
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have existed in the parent language of Italy, and com- 
bining with it the prefix under consideration, the result 
would be a compound of the form po-eis or pu-eis, after- 
wards contracted and transformed into piLS, the base of 

Pusus — a boy, 
and this word, like the former, would signify literally a 
sub-marij or little man. 
The last word in the list is 

Puella— a girl, 

of which the derivation is more obscure. It is sometimes 
supposed to stand for puerula, as being a derivative from 
puer ; others are disposed to consider it a feminine form 
of the masculine. 

Puellus — a hoy, 

a form adduced by Roby. Its true origin, however, 
appears to have been different, and puellus is rather to be 
regarded as a masculine form originating in a false 
analogy from puella. The derivation of the latter will be 
best understood by comparing it with the French 

Pu-celle — a maiden, 

a word which is compounded of the prefix pu for po, 
and a stem which may be traced, somewhat modified, in 
the Latin word 

An-cilla — a ha/ndmaid, 
and which is also akin to the Hibemo- Celtic 
Caille — a woman. 

If, now, we suppose a combination of this stem with 
the prefix in question to have taken place in the parent 
Latin language as in the French pu-celle, it can be readily 
understood how the original compound was transmuted 
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into the more modem 'puella, a term which signified 
literally a subwoman, a diminutive of woman, and thence 
a girl. 

Furthermore, as in Hibemo-Celtic, a spirant or 
aspirated labial took the place of the simple labial in this 
prefix po, making it of the form fo, so also a similar 
sabstitution took place at times in Latin; and in con- 
sequence the prefix in question appears occasionally in 
that language as/o, or in a few cases as its variant ^t^, as 
for example in 

Foris — without, abroad, Foveo — to cherish. 
Forum — a market place, Fulgeo — to shine, 
Fulvus — tawny. 

With regard to foris, the first of these examples, it is to 
be observed that it is of quite distinct origin from that of 
fores — doors with which it is generally associated ; and 
what is very remarkable with regard to it, the prefix fo, 
which enters into its composition, retains in composition 
its prepositional force, and signifies under. Moreover, 
the preposition governs the genitive case, as does the 
Greek viro. The preposition then being combined with 
aeris — the genitive of aer — air, the resultant fo-aeris 
becomes contracted into 

Foris — sub divo, in the open air. 
As to the second example, namely. 

Forum — a market, or meeting place, 
let an illustration be sought from the Welsh compound 

Cyd-awr — agreeing in sound, 
a complex term which consists of two parts, the pre- 
position cyd'with, intimating agreement, and the stem 
Gawr — sound, a cry, shout. 
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In composition the latter element, however, loses its 
initial gutteral, becoming simply awr^ and so giving 
origin to the compound cyd-awr. 

The stem-word gawr has widespread ajQBnities; it is 
akin to the Greek yrjp'VCt), the Doric form of which is 

Tap'VO) — to cry out, shout, 8fc, 

The Sanskrit correlative form is gar, or 

Ori — sonare, 

and a representative of the same stem is found in the 
Latin term 

Garrio — to prattle, talk, 

whilst in Hiberno-Celtic it appears as 

Gair — call, shout, bawl. 

In the same dialect of Celtic, too, is found the com- 
pound 

Fo-gair — command, proclaim, 

and this leads at once to the true meaning and origin of 
the word forum. For supposing a similar combination to 
have taken place in ancient Latin ; and if, as in the case 
of the Welsh cyd-awr, the second element of the com- 
pound had its initial guttural slurred, the result would be 
akin to 

Fo-air — -proclaim, 

and this being contracted into Fo-ar and thence to For, 
would, in the latter form, become the base of a word 
Kke 

For-um — the place of proclamation, 

that is the place where public notices were proclaimed 
and public assemblies held. 
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In seeking for the origin of the next example in the 
list, viz. : 

Fov-eo— fo hindle, 
we may have reconrse to the Indo-European 

Av — to bum^ 
akin to the base of the Greek 

Auft)— ^0 Jcindle, 

from a root allied to which, and by adjunction of the 
prefix /o came the compound /o-av, whence by contraction 
resulted /ov the base of 

Fov-eo — to kindle. 

In like manner is compounded the word 

Fulgeo— ^0 shine, 

by the union of the prefix in question with another 
stem, which is allied to a\ or rj\, the base of the Greek 
word 

H\.to9 — the sun, 

a stem which appears very distinctly also in the Anglo- 
Saxon 

CEl-an — to hum, 

and moreover is not without Semitic^ correlatives. 

Now, if to this stem al be adHed, the very common 
determinative jr, the resultant secondary verb is of the 
form alg, from which, by adjunction of the prefix fo or 
its variant fu, would be found the compound fu-alg 
shortened by synasresis into fulg, the base of the Latin- 

Fulg-eo— to shine, to flame forth, 
• Cf. n-by (al-afc)-io bum. 
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To tliia derivation, however, it may be objected that 
there exists in the Latin language a stem- word of the 
form alg, having the very opposite meaning to that above 
suggested, as e.g.^ia 

Aig-eo—to be cold. 

But although at first sight this might appear to be a 
fatal objection, a little consideration will show that it is 
not so, inasmuch as alffeo — to be cold, is derived from 
quite a different combination. In fact, in the ancient 
language of Italy, there appears to have been a stem 
equivalent to 

Al—Jire, 

of which the Anglo-Saxon representative is 

CEl—f/re. 

Now, on the principle suggested by Pott that some 

compound stems are formed by combining two simple 

ones, we may arrive at the stem in question by combining 

aUfire with the stem eg, which forms the base of the 

verb 

Eg-eo— ^0 wa/ntf to be without, 

from which combination would result the compound form 

aUeg, afterwards contracted into alg, the base of 

Alg-eo— io be without heat or fire, i.e., to be cold. 

This stem eg is worthy of some further notice, fbr it 
appears to be but a variant of the preposition which, 
under a Greek guise, presents itself as e/c, and which, in 
composition, has at times a negative force, as in 

'EK-KaXuTTTO) — to uncover. 

In Indo-European times, however, the place of the 
preposition seems to have varied, being occasionally 
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placed after the word with which it was connected, and 
thus from the stem 

An — to breathe, 

came the compound 

An-ek — to deprive of breath, 

and this compound by weakening of the initial vowel 
gave origin to enec, the base of the Latin 

Eneco — to kill, to deprive of breath, 

and from this by dropping the initial letter came the 
more familiar term neco, of like signification. 

It is further to be remarked with regard to this prepo- 
sitional affix, that at times the vowel of the preposition 
disappeared,^ and the guttural k was changed to g. Thus 
as we have seen the stem al in combination with this 
prepositional stem instead of making the combination 
aUeh issued in alg, giving origin to algeo {see note B) . 

In a similar way from the stem 

An — to breathe, 

by the process indicated was formed not only aneh, enec, 
eneco, but also 

An-g-o — to choice, to deprive of breath. 

This prepositional affix will further lead to the true 
origin of the much-disputed Latin word 

Virgo — a virgin, 

which is neither to be confounded with virago, nor 
deduced from an Indo-European stem 

^ Cf . tncmcw, maimed, formed also by a negatiye ck added to the stem, 
t.«., man-eic, wamiimg the Ijomd, fnaimed. Cf. Irish eite-ac— a Ke, with Gr. 
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Varg — to swell. 

But is to be derived from the stem vir^-^a man or 
husband^ in combination with this negative prepositional 
affix^ making the compound 

Vir-g-o— wi^^u^ a Tivshand, a maid unwedded. 

Before leaving the consideration of the word algeo, it 
may be observed that the stem aUfire which enters into 
it, is also the foundation of the idea suggested by 

Al-o — to cherish^ 

i,e*, by application of heat, as in foveo ; and this idea is 
confirmed by the sacrificial usage of the verb 

Ad-ol-ere — to offer (by fire ?) 

which corresponds to the use of the Semitic verb 

Alah — to offer by fire, 

whilst again the distinctive notion conveyed in the Latin 
ab'oUere, and in the Greek oX-eo) or oXKufib might be 
deduced from the same stem, as one of the properties of 
fire is to consume or to destroy. 

But it may again be objected to the derivation pro- 
posed for fulgeo, that Curtius gives a different account of 
its origin, connecting it with the Qreek 

<I>X67G) — to bum. 

This connection, however, does not invalidate what has 
been stated, for the Greek word itself is contracted from 
a longer form ^17X670), or rather from €<l>'rj\€y<», the 
stem TjXeyo} being a nominative verb from the obsolete 
stem represented by 

ax— fire, 

and which as ahready suggested may be traced in 
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H\-409 — the sun, the source of heat ^ 

although Curtius assigns to this latter a different origin. 
The last Latin word in the list, namely, 

Fulv-us — tawny ^ 

is connected by Curtius vniAifulgeo and <f>\€y(Oy and there 
is no need to object to the suggestion. But at the same 
time it may be observed that the idea implied by the 
word fulvus will be best understood on the supposition 
that the prefix fo or fu, with a diminishing effect, in some 
degree modified the original idea conveyed by the stem al 
or alv, so ih^i fulvus would be equivalent to 

Fo-alv-us — somewhat fiery coloured, 

that is not a bright red, but tawny, the stem alv being 
like alg, a derivative or secondary form from the stem- 
word 

Al— fire. 

But it is further to be observed that the aspirated labial 
or spirant/, which occasionally constitute the initial letter 
in this prefix in forming compound words in Latin, is at 
times replaced by the softer spirant v, so that the prefix 
assumes the guise of vo, under which shape it appears in 
a good many compounds in that language. 

Now Peile remarks that there is a tendency in Latin to 
replace by the vowel o an Indo-European e, and that this 
is to be observed especially when the Latin word begins 
with the spirant v. There can be no doubt that such a 
tendency apparently exists. But in most instances where 
is found in Latin after the spirant in question, its 
presence can be accounted for simply by its being shown 
to belong to the mutilated preposition we have been 
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• 

considering under the form vo^ and it is to be observed 
that in almost every case where this occurs the stem of 
the Latin compound corresponds to a Greek term of like 
significance beginning with a vowel — e.g., 

Voco— ^0 call, from : Vo— 97;)^€ft), 

Volvo — to roll, „ Vo — eiKect), 

Vomo— f vomit „ Vo — efieo), 

Vulgus — the crowd, ,, Vo— -o;j^\o9, 

and some others in which the stem-word is not so 
obvious. 

Something similar to this transition from the rough to 
the smooth spirant may be observed in the transition of 
the combination represented by the rough breathing in 
the Hibemo-Celtic compound already considered at the 
commencement of the first chapter, namely, 

Fo-duine. {Fo-yeene) — a footsoldier, 
to the Sclavonic complex term 

Vo-een — a soldier, a warrior. 

Instances of an initial & as a substitute for the soft spirant 
or any variant of it in this prefix are extremely rare in 
Latin. Yet, perhaps, such a representative of the prefix 
as bo or hu may be found in a few words, as — e,g,, in 

Bonus — good. 

But, strange to say the mode of composition now sug- 
gested appears more distinctly in the representative of 
this word in some of the languages derived from Latin, 
than in the Latin word itself, just as some hereditary 
diseases occasionally, after skipping a generation, appear 
again in that which follows ; thus in Spanish and Italian 
are found the forms 
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Bu-eno8 — good, 
Ba-ono — good, 

from which may bo seen how the word was compounded 
of the equivalent of the prefix fo, represented by bo^ and 
a stem that may be equated with the Celtic 

Aji-^true, noble, pure} 

To this, indeed, it may be objected that the most ancient 
form of the word bonus was duonv^, as it appears in the 
epitaph of Scipio son of Barbatus. But although this 
presents a difficulty, it may be removed by showing that 
even the initial duo itself is but a variant of the prefix in 
question, as will perhaps appear more clearly in succeed- 
ing chapters. 

> If in this sense on be deriyed from cm — to blow, as if wkmowtd, 
then honui and ayaOog would have a kindred origin. 

Note A. 
Another form was trcbo — a hamd, whence tracto, attrecto-'to handle. Bat 
as the stem denoted paw as well as hcmd, thence came rpexar, &c. 

Note B. 
Beyersing the order of combination in al-eg^ whence algeo, we have eg-al, 
and by dropping the first yowel and weakening the second we ge geh the 
base of geU—cold. With the composition of algeo compare that olfirigoo, 
as if from vvp — egeo. 
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SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES OF COMPOSITION 
IN GREEK AND LATIN. 



CHAPTER III. • 

Bbfoeb entering on the more immediate subject of this 

cliapter, whicli treats of prefixes having an initial guttural 

letter, it may be well to recapitulate a little, and take a 

survey of the position which we at present occupy. Our 

contention, then, is this, that whilst in general the 

ultimate radices of language, so far as we are able to 

detect them, are in form biliteral, consisting of a vowel 

and a consonant, the latter being either silent or vocal, 

according to circumstances, derivatives are deduced from 

these stemwords by various processes, not merely by 

determinative letters being added to the stem, but also by 

similar letters being prefixed to it. In some cases the 

letters so prefixed are fragments of prepositions, as has 

been suggested by Pott, the prepositions losing a vowel 

either at the beginning, middle, or end, in the process of 

uniting. In other cases, however, the prefixed letters 

cannot be traced to prepositions, and appear to have been 

in the strictest sense determinative, corresponding to the 

admittedly postfixed determinatives, employed in the 

deducing of derivatives from more simple stems. A few 

examples will serve perhaps to explain more fully the 

H 
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processes now referred to. Taking, then, the Anglo- 
Saxon word 

Mr — before, 
and postfixing two determinative letters, it becomes 

Mv'St— first. 
Bnt from this latter, by prefixing a spirant and changing 
the vowel, is formed 

FjTst— first, 
exemplifying how both processes of prefixing and post- 
fixing may take place in the same word. 
Again, taking the Latin word 

Veru — a spit, lance. 
it is found represented in Welsh by 
Ber — a spit, a lance. 
But this "Welsh word is found also in a compound state 
in that language, with the well-known prefix ys attached 
to it, and by a common mutation of its initial letter 
making the complex form 

Ys-per — a spear, a lance, 
from which, by dropping the initial letter, comes the base 
of our English word spear; although, according to the 
theory of those who go in for the complete form being 
the oldest, the word ber ought to be derived from spear. 

But further still, even ber and veru must themselves be 
looked on as forms derived by a prefixed labial from a 
more simple stem er, which latter is but a weakened 
expression of the original root ar. 

Now this root ar is admittedly Indo-European, although 
the true signification of it is not generally recognized. It 
is a most prolific root in Greek ; and not less so in some 
other languages. In Bosworth's Anglo-Saxon diction- 
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ary, for example, under four headings of the single form 
a/r may be found not less than seven -and-twenty meanings 
given. The meanings, however, are by no means uncon- 
nected, but might all with a little attention be traced up 
to a single signification,^ the same that was assigned in the 
first chapter as the meaning of this root, namely, a pointy 
or something pointed. 

If this root avy then, can yield so many significations 
from the simple form, how must the number be multi- 
plied when the root is varied in phase by means of 
prefixed or postfixed determinatives? Nevertheless, 
under all the variations thence resulting, the original 
stem and meaning may be traced back by careful analysis. 

The occasion of so many significations being attached 
to a single stem arose, no doubt, from the poverty of 
the language in an early stage. When adjectives were 
unknown, each noun substantive, like a sentinel in a 
small garrison, had to do extra turns of duty, and when 
some quahfication of the noun substantive was required 
it was feebly expressed by some variation of the noun 
itself, just as in Chinese such modifications are expressed 
in the written language by some distinctive mark in the 
written chiaracter. 

In fact, in order to understand fully the mode of 
formation of words in an early stage of language, it seems 
necessary to connect that early stage with such a system 
of writing as the Chinese. A learned professor of 
philology, now living, considers that there was such a 
system in connection with the Accadian languages, nor 
was it confined exclusively to them. 

^ The root w is capable of an onomatopseic origin, if referred to a camine 
soaroe. 
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This being premised, let us consider some meanings 
derived from the root at different from those instanced in 
tlie first chapter, where the significations assigned to it 
were chiefly derived from the habits of a pastoral Hfe. 
In that chapter, then, we had the root ar representing 
originally something pointed^ and from thence came 
immediately the significations top, head, chief. But 
each of these gave origin to numerous other signifi- 
cations, as e.g., 

Top— «t^mmif, surface, foa/m, effervescence, anger, froth^ 
scum, white^ &c. 

Chief— rtifo, sway, honour, respect, worship, bowing, 
bending, prayer, &c. 

Head — supreme, object of respect, age, hoarhairs, 
veneration, &c. 

The significations connected with the ideas head and 
chief a,Te so intermingled that it is not easy to say which 
is more immediately derived from either. But further, 
from the original notion of point came that of end or 
extrermty, and from thence the significations of limb, 
member, and even featu/re. Hence we get again the 
signification head, and associated with it as members of 
the frame, leg, arm, hand, heel, ear, nose, eye, &o., and 
thence spring various significations suggested by the 
actions or attributes of the particular members denoted, 
as for example from the notion of hand spring such. 
significations as 

Taking, seizing, doing, making, handiness, skill, agree^ 

* Cf . a^poQ for ap'^og. ' Cf. a/o-yof— white. 
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mmt, equalUyy pledge^ peace, exchange, barter, buying, 
sellmg, obeying,^ &c. 

From the notion of leg came those of 

Walhrng, running, etwnding, going, coming, swiftness, 
&c. 

From that of head, the ideas of 

Kair, carrying^ bearing burden, weight, Ac. 

To prevent obscurity in assigning such a variety of 
meanings to the same root^ it was found necessary to 
modify it in various ways, such as weakening the vowel, 
altering the final liquid, or attaching prefixed or post- 
fixed determinatives. The prefixed determinative letters 
might belong to any organ, and from their use arose such 
forms as bar, mar, par, nar, ear, tar, expressing meanings 
all more or less directly traceable to the original sense of 
the primal root or — a point. 

Thus, to take an example, in Hibemo-Celtic is found 
the stemword ba/r, written also barr, to which are assigned 
the following significations, viz. : 

Head, top, hair of head, overplus, advantage, crop, sway, 
nobleman, excellence, scum, grease, svst, end, death. 

These significations correspond in a great degree to 
those above assigned to the root ar; and as in Hibemo- 
Celtic are found also the forms 

Ear — a head, Earr — an end, 

without the prefixed labial, it is easy to imagine how the 
same significations could be derived from these latter, as 
from bar or barr. 

>Cf. "dotnonus." =* i.«., on the head. 
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In the classical languages a guttural prefix seems to 
have been preferred, giving origin to a form Icar, whence 
came in Greek, Kapa, xepa^, xpeaav, &c., and in Latin 
cer-vix, comu, pro-cer-ttSj &c. 

Yet a labial prefix in the same sense was not quite 
unknown, though only to be detected in compounds 
such as 

Kv'fiep'VCua—gU'beT'no^ 
Kep'/Sep'O^ — O&r-ier'Us. 

The former of these examples may be illustrated from 
the Celtic 

Bam — judge, 
Bam-u— ^0 judge, 

where the added nasal exactly corresponds to the clas- 
sical usage of the same letter in the instance given, 
and where the initial syllable hu is a mere prefix, to be 
explained hereafter. 

In the case of Kep-jSep-o^, the syllable K€p is to be 
regarded as nearly equivalent to the Latin ter, the change 
of initial letter presenting the same result, as in the case 
of the Sanskrit Ohatvdras^ — foufy compared with the 
Grreek reaaape^y and the whole compound denoting simply 
' the three-headed/^ 

In the same sense the prefix xep seems to have been 
used in another Greek term, viz., 

Kep-avV'O^ — thunderbolt, i.e., three-flamed, 

* Originally Koubwa/r, — Peile, 98. 

3 Max Muller gives a different deriyation, connecting Kippipog with the 
Sanskrit 8arv<m — night, 2nd Series, 478. 
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In some cases^ however^ the prefix Kep was softened to 
76/0, as in the Homeric epithet of Nestor, 
Tep-rjvLo^ — trvple-Uved^ 
or in 

Ger-yon — the triple-formed^ monster king. 
Bat not merely did the root ar vary by having prefixed 
or postfixed determinatives, but, as was observed before, 
by weakening of its vowel or by change of its final letter, 
the liquid being exchanged either for another liquid, 
or for a sibilant, or dental. With these mutations ar 
became er or or, aP or el, as or es, an or en, ad or ed, &c., 
each new form giving rise to new derivatives. 

Thus taking a single example ; ar, as denoting a hand, 
would give rise to such derivatives as implied taking, 
seizing, doing, making, e.g., in the sense of taking, 

Aip'€<o—to take (Gr.) ; Har-i— aei^e (Sk.) 
In the sense of doing, 

Ap'C — do thou (Copt), epSaa, ep-yov (Gr.), ar-s (Lat.) 
But by change of liquid ap becomes a\, and thence are 
deduced such forms as 

AX^ — take thou (Copt) ; aXLo-Kd} — to take (Grr.) 
But further, by weakening the vowel a\ becomes e\, and 
thence we have such forms as 

EXcD> €i\ov, eXtop, ekKCD, &c. 
Moreover, strange to say, in the Turkish langpiage is 
found the very word 

M — a hand, 

* Literally " of three generationa.^' 
' Or three-headed. 

* Perhaps each changes resulted from determinatiTes being added ; and 
then a letter dropped, e,g,, from or wocdd be formed ar-Z» and dropping the 
first liquid, thence would come oL 
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the Turks, from their long residence in Grecian lands, 
having adopted from the vernacular certain words not 
found in Classic Authors.^ 

The form a\ — a hand, appears at times to have 
assumed the form aX^, whence would come 
AX^ecD — to procure, hring iv, 
and the Homeric 

AX^'Tforrai — greedy, grasping. 
If now a sibilant be substituted for the liquid in the 
stemword ar — a hand, the result is of the form as^a 
hand, giving rise to many derivatives, as in the case of 
oK, of like meaning. Allied to it in this form may be 
noticed the Sanskrit 

Has-ta — a hand, 
whilst the original signification of point appears in the 
Latin. 

Hast-a — a spear ; 
both words being associated by Curtius with a root of 
the form yaZ — to graup^ seize, but which come more 
directly from the form here given, and which allies itself 
also to the Grerman 

Fass-en — to seize, grasp. 

In the sense of worh or doing derivatives from this 
stem as — hand, are found in many languages as, e.g,, 
Eas — do, work (Ir.). 
Ish — worh (Turkish). 
Ash- ah — do, worh (Heb.)- 
Vish — worh (Sanskrit). 

* As we find Ptpyov=tpyov, so OiXtvc, father of Ajax, may hare had 
a yariant to his name of the form /SoiXevc, or without the sibilant fioikiv, 
with which Ifitter compare the Turkish Boili*— taU ofstabwe. 
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WhUst in Greek may be found traces of it in the com- 
pound 

MeX-io-cr-a — a bee, i.e., honeymakeVy 

and in Etruscan in the word 

Hister — an actor. 

It would lead us too far to attempt to consider all the 
variations to which this stem ar and its derivatives gave 
origin, and we may conclude our observations on it by 
giving a single example of its employment in forming 
compounds, and where it signifies head instead of hand. 
In the Welsh language, then, is found the term 

Gwanar — noble, chief. 

But this word is a compound formed of 

Gwan^ {gwen) — white, hoary, 

and the stem ar in the sense of head; the whole com- 
bination denoting the hoary-headed chieftain, the object 
of respect. But as gwan, by weakening the vowel, became 
gwen, so or became er, and hence the combination gwener, 
which in Latin assumed the guise of vener, the base of 

Vener-o— fo venerate. 

And the change from gwener to vener is analogous to 
that which Curtius* supposes to have taken place in venter, 
as derived from an original gventer, and in which the 
idea of whiteness may possibly have suggested the name, 
as corresponding to the white appearance of that part in 
many animals. The same idea seems also to underlie 
some other Latin words, as venia and venor. 

*Cf conw=cvcwM». ' 1-213. 
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The above explication of the origin of venero will show 
how much care may be required in investigating tlie 
origin of Classical words, and a few more examples will 
make this still further evident, e,g,, 

Ignis. This Latin word is traced to the Sanskrit agni 
— fire, as its primal form, but as Curtius connects the 
Sanskrit analas—fire, with the verb an — to breathe. or 
blow ; so may agni— fire, be connected with the blast or 
breath which kindles it, as if derived from av — to breathe 
or blow, and gan — to beget, the entire compound literally 
denoting breath-begotten. 

Nix, nivis — snow. The original form of this word is 
supposed to be snigh, which in Sanskrit becomes snih. 
But that snih is not original may be inferred from the 
Lithuanian form of the kindred verb which, as given by 
Curtius, is 

Snig-ti — to snow. 

For comparing this latter with the Celtic sin or sine — 
snow, and with a verb formed by a common process from 
it, viz., 

Sin-igh — snow, 

and which by contraction would become snigh, it is seen 
at once how the supposed original form snigh is but a 
contraction from sinigh. And further, as an initial 
guttural in the Classical languages is occasionally repre- 
sented by a sibilant in Celtic, and as sin — snow, has a 
variant of the form sion — snow, by substituting an initial 
guttural for the sibilant we are brought to the Greek 
equivalent of sion, viz., 

X^ct^i/ — snow. 
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£771/9 — near. The derivation of this Greek word may 
be illustrated by comparison with the corresponding Celtic 
term fogus^ — near. This Celtic word is a compound 
literally signifying under the feet ; and when it is re- 
membered that in Ionic Greek the letter k often usurped 
the place of tt, as in okod^ for otto)?, or kotc, kod^, koio^ for 
irore, tt©?, 7roto9, it will not be deemed farfetched to 
suppose that ev iroa-c — near, became in some dialects 
€VKo<n, whence the transition to €77i;9 was very easy. 

Buyarrfp— daughter. It may seem like treason to 
attempt to dissociate this Greek word from the Sanskrit 
duUter — milker, with which it is constantly allied ; and 
yet to the writer there appears some ground for doing 
BO. He considers that Bv^arrjp signifies maid or virgm 
instead of milker , and that the aspirated dental has been 
transposed ; the original form having been ru-KaOrfp, 
instead of Bv-yarrjp, the latter part of the compound 
being related^ notwithstanding the change of quantity, to 
the Greek 

KaOap'O^ — pure, 
and the first part to the Celtic 

Tot {toh)^'feminine, 
as it appears in the compound 

Tot-tagan* — a maid, a lass, 
and in several other combinations, as 

Tot-ball— /emimne m^m, 
Tot-Qomua — a female cousin, 
Tot-maol — a female slave. 

> F0-CO8 (proooonoed fogxiu)^ vmderfoot, 
^ Perhaps for tot-ma^an— /etnaZe you^h. 
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When the first vowel of the second part of the com- 
pound is slender tot becomes toit^ as iu 

Toit-gio^air — a prostitute^ 
Toit-leanean — a concubine, 
Toit-8eara<? — a filly, 
Toit-gerait — a virgin, 

the latter word corresponding in sense and mode of 
formation to the Greek jSvyarrjp} 

But it is time to turn from this digression to the more 
immediate subject of the chapter, which is 

Prefixes HAvraa an Initial Guttural. 

The prefixes of composition, hitherto considered, had 
as their initial consonant either a labial or a spirant, but 
a different form of prefix, commencing with a guttural 
letter, is found in many languages, yet possessing pro- 
perties analogous to those already examined, as apper- 
taining to the prefix tto. Thus, in iiie "Welsh dialect of 
Celtic there is found a prefix of the form go, or more 
anciently gwo, the effect of which in some instances is to 
weaken the, signification, as in the case of the Irish prefix 
fo, or the Latin sub, whilst in others it appears rather to 
be intensive. Examples of its use are found in such 
compounds as 

Go-bant — a little valley, Go-bwyllo — to provide, 

Go-fien — soft hair, Go-chrwm — somewhat crooked, 

Go-fron — a little hill, Go-dech — to lurh, 

Go-hir — delay, Go-hybu — to hinder. 

^For other deriyations of Classical words from Celtic souixses, see 
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This Welsh prefix, then, corresponding as it does to 
the Irish prefix /o, is of kindred origin too, being, accord- 
ing to Curtius and Zeus, representative of the Indo- 
European upa and the Greek viro ; yet it difiers from the 
Irish prefix in this respect, that whilst the latter is used 
both as a prefix and preposition, the former is used as a 
prefix only. It is, moreover, strange that in Cymric, 
which has an affinity for labials, a guttural should be the 
initial letter, whilst in Irish, which affects gutturals, a 
labio-spirant should be the initial of the corresponding 
prefix. 

It is, however, needless to perplex the reader with 
attempting to account for such dialectic variations, the 
causes of which, if they can be traced at all, are special, 
not general;^ and therefore his attention is invited 
simply to the fact of the existence of such a prefix not 
merely in Welsh, but in other languages, though not 
always so distinctly recognizable as in Welsh, and some- 
times capable of being referred to a different origin. Thus 
even in Irish, where is found the prefix and preposition 
foy there exists also a preposition go^^tOy into, and there 
are traces also of a prefix of the form go or gu entering 
into the composition of words, and on the origination of 
which words its existence serves to shed light — ^nay, it is 
possible, and even probable, that in the early stages of the 
Celtic language, or, still further back, in the Proto-Aryan 
period, both forms of the prefix may have obtained, or a 
compound form including both may have existed, though 
in after times the spirant prevailed in Erse, whilst the 
guttural was preferred in Welsh. Yet occasional examples 

1 Max Muller, 11-297. 
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of the opposite usage are found in each language. Thus 
from the stem 

An — swift, active, 

by means of the prefix hu, is formed the Welsh 

Bu-an^ — swift, 

whilst from the same stem by a prefixed gu is derived 
gu-an, whence comes the Irish 

Gu-an-ac — light, active. 

Other Irish compounds in which this prefix appears, may 
be instanced in 

Gu-aire — noble, excellent, Gu-in — to pricJc, sting, 
Gu-id — to pray, Gu-al — a coal. 

The base aire of the first of these may be traced to the 
stem ar,^, already considered, and to which were found 
attached the notions head, chief, excellence, honor, as 
appear also in the Anglo-Saxon cer — honour, German cAre, 
and in the Greek apeitov, apiaro^, and this base being 
united with the prefix gu gives the result, 

Gii-aire — noble, excellent 

In the case of gu4d, we must seek the base id in an 
Indo-European stem of the supposed form, 

Idh — to pray, 

apparently related to another actual Sanskrit form. 

Id — to praise, chant, celebrate religiously; 

but in the case of icZA, the dental seems to have at times 

^ Cf . Irish riyer Boyn^, 

* The compound g^M,ire signifies a pointy as well as nobU. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



COMPOSITION IN GBEEC AND LATIN. 95 

been slurred like the same letter when aspirated in Irish. 
Hence, in Sanskrit, is found the more simple form. 

I — to pray, 
and from a similar stem, by prefixing a labial, came the 
Latin 

Pi-us — given to prayer, devout, pious, 

whilst from the same stem, without the labial prefix, but 
with a common formative addition, comes the Greek 

I-e/3-09^ — devoted to prayer, saxyred, 
and the kindred word 

I-€/3-€i;9 — a priest, offerer of prayer. 
But this stem t, as was said, appears to have been varied 
by the addition of a dental aspirated, which probably at 
first was silent,^ though afterwards, vocalized ; with this 
addition it became id, and from this form by prefixing a 
labial, as in the case of the Latin word pius, came the 
Lrish 

Pide — prayer, 
not indeed found in a simple state, but appearing in the 
compound 

Im-pide — prayer, 

and recognizable under some slight disguise in the Anglo- 
Saxon 

Bed — prayer, 
where, however, the dental is vocalized. 

From the form pide, then, in union with the prefix gu, 
and suppressing the labial in composition, results the 
word we are investigating, viz., 

Gu-id — to pray, 

^ Itpoc, in the sense of la/rge, is of quite another origin, as will be shown 
hereafter. The initial aspirate in both would imply an original sibilant. 
Cf . the English sigh and Bomans viii 26. 

* Cf. the Celtic i^hnowledge with the Greek iS-fxtv, 



Digitized by 



Googk 



96 ON SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES OF 

A similar prefix xmy be traced in other languages, as, 
e.g., in the Latin 

Gu-berno — to steer, 
In the French 

Gu-etter — to watch, 

Gu-euser — to beg, 

and perhaps even in the Persian 

Gul {=0u'0l) — a rose, i.e., sweet-smelUng. 

The base of the Latin word has been pointed out 
already in this chapter ;^ that of the Fi-ench guetter is akin 
to the Celtic 

Feit — watch, 

which in combination with the prefix gu loses its initial 
spirant, making the compound, in pronunciation, to 
resemble the French 

Guet — a watch. 

The base of gueuser is also akin to a Celtic stem, viz. 

Eis — seek. 

The examples gu-m and gu-al, instanced above, are from 
the stems ion — a point, and al — to bum. 

Another little observed Celtic prefix, commencing with 
a guttural letter, is of the form co or cu, though it is 
uncertain whether it be a variant of the prefix go already 
considered, or an abbreviated representative of the pre- 
position com. In Hibemo-Celtic, it is found in such 
words as 

Cu-ib — a cup, Cu-U-eai? — many coloured, 

Cu-id — supper, Cu-in-eog — a little vessel. 

* Page 86. 
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In which the corresponding stems are 

lb — drinhf II — many. 

Id — to eat, Ian — a vessel. 

It being to be noticed in respect of the last two words 
that the former receives a common adjectival termination^ 
and the latter a common diminutive. 

If now we turn to the Latin language there will be 
found in it, alsoj traces of a similar prefix of composition 
in many words where its existence has not been hitherto 
surmised. It is, indeed, known that a prefix co, a sup- 
posed mutilated form of the preposition co??i, has been 
observed in such compounds as co-a^ervo, co-eo, co-go, but 
it has not been remarked in others, where, however, a 
careful analysis will show it to exist, as in 

Coins — a distaff, Colo — to worship, 

Colo — to till, Coquo — to cook, 

Conor— ^ strive with effort, Cura — care. 

As to the first word in the list, viz.. 
Coins — a distaff, 
the Greek language supplies the stem in eX, the base of 
EtX-co) — to roll, to twist, 

to whicli stem, if the prefix co be attached, the result is 
co^el, and by synasresis col, the base of 

Col-US — a distaff, i.e., a twister. 

In regard to the second example, viz., 

Col-o — to till, labour land, 

it may be observed that the stem is al, a variant of a/r, as 
it appears in 

Ar-o — to plough, till. 

I 
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In the case, however, of 

Col-o — to worshiff 

though the stem is of the form al, as in the preceding 
case, yet it is of quite distinct origin, being in fact related 
to a stem already considered, viz., 

Al—fire, 

related to the Anglo-Saxon celan — to hum, whence the 
compound co^al, and by contraction col, the base of 

Colo — to offer by fire, to worship, 

the same stem appearing in a kindred word, 

Ad-ol-eo — to offer byfi/re, to hu/m on the altar. 

In the case of 

Conor — to strive with effort, 

the base is of the form 

An — to pwrd, to toil, 

which, combined with the prefix co, by contraction 
becomes con, the base of 

Qon-OT—to pant, toil, si/rive vnth efforL 

Turning now to another word in the list, viz., 

Coquo — to cook. 

The explanation to be offered of it may meet with more 
opposition. Ooquo is generally associated with the Greek 
ireirra), and the Latin forms, coquvna and popina, are 
looked upon merely as variants of the same word. Not- 
withstanding, however, the high authority by which this 
view is supported, the truth of it may yet be called in 
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question, as will be seen by tracing the derivation of the 
Yford coquo, and letting it appear that, though seemingly 
simple in form, it is really compound. 

In order to do this, then, it may first be stated that 
various circumstances lead to the supposition that there 
was an Indo-European stem of the form 

Ak — to bum J to kindle afire, 

which afterwards merged into ap or air, traceable in 

AiT'Tto—to kindle, 

and being itself a derivative from av — to bum, ultimately 
deducible from aco — to breathe, blow, kindle by breathing. 
That such a stem existed in non- Aryan languages appears 
from the Turkish 

Yak-(maft) — to kindle, 
and the Semitic 

Ach — a hearth. 

Supposing, then, as was suggested, a stem of the form 
ac, with the signification assigned, by combining with 
this stem the prefix co, the result is the compound co-ac, 
whence by synasresis and phonetic change issued coq, 
the base of 

Coquo — to bake, or cook by fire, 

and hence the the derivative coqtdna. 

On the other hand, by prefixing tto, the mutilated form 
of vTTOi to the stem avr of like meaning with ac, there 
would result the complex form iro-air, whence would be 
derived the Latin popina, akin in signification to coqvdna. 

In the Greek equivalent to coquo, however, viz., 
rTeTTTft) — to cook, 
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the vowel of the prefix was merged in that of the stem, 
which latter becoming weakened gave origin to the 
familiar form ireirra). 

From the same stem air, however, without any prefix, 
but by change of vowel and added determinative, came, 
on the other hand, 

Ottto© — to roast. ottT'O^ — roaated. 

In the last word of the list there is a change of the 
vowel of the prefix, so that it appears as cu instead of co ; 
and combining with this prefix cu^ a stem akin to the 
Celtic 

Aire— fce^d, care, 

the resulting compound is ultimately of the form cur, 
base of the Latin 

Cur-a — care, heed. 
There is, however, another form of the prefix in Latin 
that is not uncommon, and that is qu. Examples of its 
usage may be found in such words as 

Quercus — an oaJc, Quietus — quiet, 

QusBso — to seek, Qualum — a ba^sket, 

Qaeo—to be able, Quatio — to shake. 

This initial qu in Latin is supposed to represent a tt in 
Greek, but in tracing out the stems with which this prefix 
is combined in the foregoing examples, recourse* must be 
had in general to more western languages for illustration. 

To analyse, then, the first of these examples, viz., 

Quercus — a/n oak, 

let it be borne in mind that in Hibemo-Celtic is found 
the term 

Dair — an oak, 
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weakened into der in its AngKcized representatives, and 
by a common adjectival formation giving origin to 

Daireag — oaken. 

Bat further, this term daireac, if it happened to form 
the latter part of a compound, would have its initial dental 
in certain cases slurred from aspiration, so that it would 
sound as if written aireae, or still more shortly aire or 
ere, to which latter, if the prefix qu be attached, the 
resulting combination would be of the form qv,ere, the 
base of the Latin 

Querc-us — an oak, 

evincing at the same time how the Latin and Celtic 
names for the same tree can be proved akin through the 
instrumentality of this prefix. 

The quasi Celtic origin of the Latin qvsreus now pro- 
posed seems to derive some confirmation from the fact 
that another Latin name for a kindred tree may be 
referred still more plainly to a Celtic origin. The tree 
in question is denoted in Latin by the term 

Ilex — the holm oak. 

But this Latin word in one of its inflections becomes 
iUce, with which may be compared the Celtic complex 
term 

Uile-i(?e — all heal, the mistletoe. 

In like manner from a stem akin to the Celtic 

Eis — seek, 

by means of the prefix qu, comes quels, whence quaes, the 
base of 

Qu8Bso — to seek. 
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In the case of the Latin verb 

Queo — to be able, 

the stem is eo, a weakened form of a root considered in 
onr first chapter, viz., 

AcD — to do. 

With regard to the next example, viz., 

Qnietns — quiet, restful, 

the stem is not so obvions, though radically related to 
the preceding stem ; neither does it appear in a simple 
state in either Greek or Latin,^ though it may be detected 
under some disguise in both. Its best representative 
in non-classical languages is in the Turkish et base of, 

Et-(m6lp) — to do, make, 

where the termination mek is merely the sign of the 
Infinitive. In the western districts of Europe it is found 
in the Anglo-Saxon eht, as used in the compounds 

Emb-eht — office, ministry, 
Emb-ehtian — to serve, minister. 

In German it assumes a labial initial, as in 

Ar-beit-en — to work ; 

whilst in Welsh it is found in the compound term 

6weith-io — to work, labour, 

a word corresponding somewhat in form to the Latin 
term in question, although difiering from it in signifi- 
cation. The cause of the diflference is instructive. In 

^ Philological Transactions, 1858w 
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some Latin compounds^ like igna/ma, a negative prefix is 
represented by the single vowel i, and if it be supposed 
that a similar usage existed in the parent language of 
Latin, it can be easily understood how, by prefixing the 
negative particle i to the stem 

Et — tcorh, toil, 

there would result a compound of the form 

I-et — absence of work, rest. 

Nor is this conjecture altogether without foundation, 
as in a Cornish glossary published by Mr. Whitley Stokes 
in the Transactions of the Philological Society of London, 
is found the compound 

An-eth — rest, 

where the stem is akin to that which we have been con- 
sidering, and where the prefix is the common Celtic 
negative an, although the actual composition of the word 
seems to have escaped even so acute a philologist as 
Mr. Stokes. 

Another confirmation of it is presented by the Latin 
word 

Otium — rest, ease, 

which may be shown to be contracted from a longer form, 

0-et-ium^ — absence of toil, 
in which the negative use of the prefix o is like that ot 
the Ghreek ov in ovri^, and the Swedish negative o in such 
compounds as 

O-kend — unJcnown, 0-lycka — misfortune, 

0-lik— wwKie, 0-manlig — unmanly, 

^ C£. the roTerBe compound negotmm==nei>cUum. 
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This, then, being promised, it can be easily understood 
how, by prefixing the initial qu to the compound 

I-et — absence of toil, 
was formed the complex term qu-tet, base of the Latin 
Qu-iet-ns — /ree from toil, quiet, restful. 
If this explanation of the origin of quietus be correct, it 
disposes at once of the attempts made by higb authorities 
to connect the Latin quies with an imaginary root Tci, iihe 
supposed base of 

Ketficu — to lie down, 

and of which we shall have more to say in a subsequent 
chapter. 

There is another Latin word, indeed, in which the stem 
et may lurk, althougt the suggestion is made with more 
hesitation. The word is 

Meto — to reap, 

which appears to be an abbreviated form of an unused 
verb, 

Am-et-o — to toil, to do husbandry, 

a compound whose existence may be conjectured from the 
Welsh compound 

Am-aeth-u — to play the husbandman. 

It is curious, however, that whilst the Welsh word 
applies to farm-work in general, yet it is specially 
restricted at times to ploughing, whilst the Latin word is 
still more restrictedly confined to reaping ; the general 
idea m each language taking a special meaning, just as 
m Greek the word Spv<; is supposed to have denoted 
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originally any tree, but to have been afterwards specially 
restricted to the oak. 
Cartius connects the Latin meto with the Greek 

Afiao) — to reapj 

but if the reader bear in mind what was said in a former 
chapter of a stemword of the form 

A© — to do, worky 

which gave origin to other forms^ as eO-co, whence too the 
stem er, he will understand how afiaoa itself may be a 
compound formed on the same principle as the supposed 
ameto. 

The representative of the Latin qu in the Greek 
language is supposed to be ir, as was before mentioned, 
but having already in the first chapter discussed a prefix 
represented by that labial, we may turn to a prefix in 
Greek represented by ko, kv, or ko), or simply by the 
letter k. Examples of its usage are afforded by such 
words as 

Ko\af — a flatterer, Koafieo) — to order, a/rrange, 

KooXvfo—to hinder, K.v7u(d — to roll, 

Ko/)09 — satiety, Kvpio<i — Lord, 

In the first of these examples, i.e., 
Ko-\af — a flatterer, 
the stem Xax is akin to the stem of the Latin 

P-lac-o — to soothe, 
which, as was shown in the second chapter, literally means 
to atrohe, or soothe by stroking. 
In the case of the next example, 

KtoXvo) — to hinder. 
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there is a strengthening of the vowel of the prefix when 
combined with that of the stem^ which is of the form a\, 
a variant of ap or ar, whence, by another process, came 
the Latin 

Ar-ceo — to restrain, hinder. 

The original idea referred to something pointed,^ perhaps 
like chevaux de frise, to repel an onset. 

The same stemword ap, though in a different sense, is 
the base of the next example, viz., 

Kop'O^ — satiety, 

for, as was pointed out in the first chapter, it gave origin, 
by means of an added determination, to 

Ap-K€(o — to suffice. 

So here, by prefixing ko, the result is Ko-ap contracted 
into /cop, the base of /copo^, or else simply prefixing k we 
have Kap, afterwards weakened into teop» 

In the case of the next word, Koa-fAo^;, the base is one 
already considered, namely. 

As — to do, make, 

and which in weakened forms becomes as, eaa, is, as we 
have seen. From this stemword as, then, by connection 
with a nasal, came the derivative form asm or curfi, and 
thence, by combination with the prefix ko or k, resulted 
Koa-fi, the base of 

Koa-fi€a)'^to arrange, order, 

and thence of 

Koo'fio^^'the world, created things. 

^ Cf. ar — apointf page 83. 
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In the last two examples in the list the prefix ko is 
replaced by kv, the stem in the first being equivalent to 
€\ or eCKj the base of 

E^X-eo) — to roily 

and in the second to the Sanskrit 

Ari — master. 

Before concluding our observations on this prefix, it 
may be remarked that in Anglo-Saxon is found a sort of 
intermediate form in the shape of ho, as in 

Ho-ehtian — to persecute, 
where the stem is plainly 

Eht-an — to follow after. 

It also appears in 

Ho-mola — a shaveling, 

though in this word, as in so many other Anglo-Saxon 
terms, the base must be sought in Celtic sources.^ Here 
the stem is 

Maol — a shanked one, a devotee. 

Other examples might be given, but those adduced will 
suffice to show that such prefixes exist, and also to exhibit 
the mode of composition of many compound words by 
means of them. 

iNote. 

The statement in the text may need confirmation. Taking, then, the 
supposed Teutonic titles, EorZ, Lordy and Lad/y, it maj be shown that they 
are not of Teutonic but of Celtic origin, though coming to us from a 
Teutonic source. 
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First, then, as to the English word Early we find that the Saxon form of 
it was Eorlt and according to Bosworth it was first nsed as a tide bj the 
Jntes of Kent Thongh written Eorl, howeyer, it was pronounced YcmtI, 
and so corresponded in sound to JorZ, the Norse form of the word. This 
latter form will help us to the true affiliation, which will be found assigned 
ere now to a Celtic source. Thus, on referring to Armstrong's Gaelic 
Dictionary at the word 

larfhlath — a viceroy ^ a feudatory Lord, 

we read, *' lor/TiZatTi, pronounced lorlo, is literallj a secondary noblo, or 
chief, and hence is eyidently derived the word Earl, which is certainly not 
of Danish origin as Dr. Macpherson would have it. Among the Northern 
nations the dignity of larphlath was next to that of King, and it appears 
to have been in existence in the time of the Fingalians." 

In like manner in O'Brien's Irish Dictionary we find, under the head of 
the corresponding word, the following statement: " Iwfliloith, a feudatory 
Lord, or one depending on another greater Lord, la/r — e^fter, and flabh — 
a Lord, i.e., a Lord preceded by another Lord. Hence the Saxon word 
Earl." 

But it may be said that, even admitting the Celtic origination of the word 
JErorZ, this does not impugn the well-known and well-established derivation 
of the words Lord and Lad/y from the Anglo-Saxon terms Slaford and 
Hlafd/ige, The former denoting a nowrisTier or ccuuse of hreobd, and the 
latter the server or dispenser of the same. In reply it may be stated that, 
whilst there is not any intention of questioning the derivation of the words 
Lord and La>dy iix)m the Anglo-Saxon words mentioned, there is serious 
intention of calling in question the usual interpretation put on these words, 
and also their supposed mode of composition. For example, the word 
Slaford is usually divided as HZc^-ord, the element Elaf being regarded as 
the Saxon name for loaf or bread, and the final component ord being 
supposed to denote cause. This division of the word, however, is a mistaJLe; 
the proper partition of its component elements being Hlonford; for the 
entire term signifies not a cause of bread, but something more suitable and 
dignified, viz., a great or ddsimgwished chief, the word for chi^ bemg 
the same as the latter element of the compound la/rfhlath, thongh occupying 
a different position in composition. 

The word in question is 

Flath—a ehdef, noble, prince. 
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This word, in the case of the compound larpMhy is pronounced as Hla, 
in consequence of its initial letter being aspirated in composition, and 
losing its sound. It is a word, too, of frequent use in forming compounds, 
as for example 

An-fhiath— an ««irp«r, Mor-fhlath— a great nolle, 

Aon-f hlath — a sole monarchy Bo-f hlath'— a great chief, 

Eai>f hlath — a nobleman, Tiugh-f hlath— a Ueutenamt, 

In all these examples the component element pilath occupies the final 
syllable, but in other compounds it takes the first place, as in 

Flath-chisde — a BoyaH treasury. 

Nor is the position essential to the sense in compounds formed in the 
early stage of language. A familiar instance of this is afforded bj the 
epithet can-mqr — large head, being reversed into Ifor-cTion, whence the 
name Morgan.* 

If this indifference to position be borne in mind, and also that the term 
fiath under certain circumstances becomes HZa, the reader can perceive 
how the compound 

Mor-fhlath (morhla) — a great noble, 

conld be represented by a reversed position of its component parts as 
flath-mhor, and this latter compound with its first letter aspirated would 
be pronounced as 

Hla-vor — a great noble, 

or changing mhor into a kindred word mordha, it can easily be understood 
how Elavor became Hlafor and Elqjbrd, the Anglo-Saxon form from 
which the English word Lord is usually derived. 

The derivation of Lord, if rightly established, carries with it that of 
Lady, the initial syllable of both being the same, and the whole compound 
denoting not dispenser of bread, but the noble, houselceeper. 

1 cf . Bollar=:Bo-fhlath. 

' Richards' Welsh Dictionary. 
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The word Flath or Hla may be traced in still older words; for, 
roTersing the oombination Ea/r-pilcUh — a no&letnon, we have Fl(ithr$ar 
or HZo-tfor of same meaning, and this by contraction became La/r, the 
name of a chief among the Etmscans. 

It seems also probable that it gaye origin to the word ZouttM, in the 
sense of sumptuous, grcmd^ though the word is generally supposed to be 
equivalent to lowatus, which seems absurd ; its true signification being 
princely f and the aspirated dental in this case not being slurred. 



END OF CHAPTER III. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Prefixes with a Dental Initial Letter. 

The prefixes of composition heretofore considered may be 
arranged^ as we have seen^ into difiPerent classes according 
as their initial letter was a labial or a guttural. But 
further examination will show that there were also prefixes 
commencing with a dental^ which served to form numerous 
compounds in various languages. And here^ again^ a 
question arises whether there may be any connection 
between these latter and thQ prefixes commencing with a 
guttural. The interchange of a guttural and dental is 
not altogether strange^ as in the case of the Sanskrit 
chatva/ras as compared with the Greek reaaape^;, and it 
may be observed even in the early attempts at speaking 
by young children, who, trying to say ^* come'^ in 
English, will utter ^'tum.'^ But without entering on 
this question it will suffice to have called attention to 
the possibility of such a connection, and, having so done^ 
to proceed to the consideration of the prefix. 

Such a prefix, then, under the form to or its variant tu, 
may be traced, for example, in several Hibemo-Celtic 
words, as in 
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To-I^ap — to wrest, Tu-ir — diligent search, 

To-xnas — measure, Tu-il — increase, 

To-inai4m — bursting of water, Tu-ile — a flood, 

To-gairm — a summons, call, Tu-ir — a Lord, 

for if these compounds be compared with the following 

stemwords^ 

Bap— <tm<, larr — seek, 

Meas — measure, II — many, 

Mai4m — bursting forth, Dile^ — fl^od, 

Gairm — call, Ari — master (cf. cer), 

it will appear that they are formed by prefixing the 
initial particle to or its variant tu to these sterns^ or to 
something analogous in each individual case. 

In like manner in Anglo-Saxon there are numerous 
compounds^ consisting of stemwords and the prefix to, 
which in that language is the representative of a prepo- 
sition. Indeed, so numerous are the combinations with 
this prefix that they occupy several columns in Bos- 
worth's Anglo-Saxon Dictionary. A few specimens may 
suffice^ e,g,f 
To-bcedian — to pray, To-cnawan — to discern, 

To-beran — to bear, To-cwysan — to shake, 

To-blawan — to blush, To-doelan — to divide, deal. 

In Welsh, too, there is a preposition of the form tu, 
and there appear some indications of compounds formed 
with it, as in 

Tu-chan — to groan, Tu-rio — to root, search. 

But they are much fewer than in Irish, where, how- 
ever, there is no indication of such a preposition. 
1 In composition ihe initial dental being aspirated is not sounded, making 
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In like manner in Latin, where there is no appearance 
of a similar preposition, there are yet many evidences of 
the usage of a prefix to or tu, as e,g., 

Tollo — raise, Tondeo — to clijpy shear, 

Tono — to sound, thunder, Tueor — to defend, 
Torqueo— ^0 twist, Tumeo — to he swollen, 

Torreo— ^0 roast, Turgeo — to swell. 

This will appear on analysing the foregoing examples ; 
thus, taking the first in the list, 

ToLo — to raise, 
the stem appears to be of the form al weakened from ar, 
and which may be traced in 

Al-tus — high, 
whence, by combination with the prefix in question, came 
iO'dl, contracted into tol, the base of tollo, stLS-tul-i. 
In like manner the base of the second word, 

Tono — to sound, thunder, 
is of the form an, and is akin to the Sanskrit 
An — to sound, 

a stem which, with a sibilant prefix, enters into the com- 
position of the Latin 

Sonus — a sound. 

Where the prefix is really of the form so, akin to the 
Sanskrit su, and a similar combination serves to form 
another Sanskrit word, viz., 

Svan — a dog, i.e., the howler. 

It is true that the Latin tono is generally connected with 
the Greek Toi/09, which latter is supposed to be derived 
from 
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Teiv-(o — to stretch. 
But on comparing it with sonus, and also with 
(which is not to be derived from (j>i]fii, but from (f)0'av), 
the derivation above given seems preferable. 
In the case of the next word, viz., 
Torreo — to roast, 
the stem is to be found in the base of 
Ard-eo — to bum, 
in which, the dental being changed by assimilation, the 
word becomes arreo instead of ardeo, and by the union of 
the form arreo with the prefix to, there results the 
compound to-arreo, contracted into 

Torreo — to roast. 
With regard to the following example, viz., 
Torqueo — to twist, 
the base is not the imaginary stem tar, as has been sug- 
gested,^ but rather of the form arc, the same as that 
which constitutes the base of 

Arc-US — a bow, 
and by combination of this stem with the prefix to is 
formed to-a/rc, contracted into tore or torci, the base of 
Torqueo — to twisL 
As to the next word, 

Tondeo — to clip, shear, 
it presents more diflSculty, the stem not being found in a 
simple state in Latin. It may, however, be surmised to 
have been of the form han or fan, though it is doubtful 
whether related to Sanskrit words of similar form, but 
signifying to kill. In the Irish language, however, the 

» Peile, p. 42. 
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stem may be detected, somewhat modified, in combina- 
tion with another prefix of the form hu, a variant of 
the more familiar fo or fu. Combined with this prefix 
the stem gives origin to the compound 

Bu-ain— io clip, shear. 
But if instead of the prefix hu there be substituted that 
which we are considering, viz., to, there results a com- 
bination which, by contraction and the addition of a 
determinative dental, becomes tond, the base of the Latin 
Tond-eo— ^0 clip, shear. 
It is true that Curtius suggests a very different deriva- 
tion for this word, seeking to ally it with rafi, the base 
of the Greek verb refiveo, and accounting for the nasal n 
by the influence of the determinative d, whilst he seems 
to consider cognate the church Sclavonic Tina, scindere, 
and the Greek revecv — to gnaw. 

The remaining Latin words in the list of examples 
have a different vowel in the prefix, making it appear as 
tu instead of to; this, however, is a common mutation 
of vowels in Latin. 

The base, then, of the first, viz., 

Tu-eor— ^0 watch, guard, 
is best represented by the Celtic 

Feit^ — watch, guard, 
Inhere the final letter is silent, though in some tran- 
sitions to other languages it seems to have regained its 
sound ; as in the French 

Gu-etter — to watch, to lie in wait, 

where, according to Celtic usage the spirant being 

* Cf. the Anglo-Saxon £a?it-tan=to watch, observe, guard. 
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aspirated becomes slurred, and loses its sound. As it does 
also in combination with the prefix tu, which forms the 
Latin word ttieor, whilst the dental resumes its sound in 
the derivative tutus, if indeed in this latter it be not 
the usual participial formative. 

The sense of watching^ viewing, it wiD be observed, is 
found to reappear in the Latin 

In-tueor — to behold. 

In the case of the next word, 

Turgeo — to swell, 
we must look for the stem in an unused Indo-European 
form, suggested by Curtius and approved by Peile as 
the base of the Latin word virgo, and which is supposed 
to have been of the form 

Varg — to swell. 
However unsatisfactory this root may be for the expli- 
cation of the term virgo, the true etymon of which has 
been given elsewhere,^ it may with more probability be 
assumed as the base of the compound turgeo, for com- 
bined with the prefix tu the resulting complpx form 
iu-varg was easily contracted into turg, the base of 
Turgeo — to swell. 

With regard to the last example in the list, viz., 
Tumeo — to swell, 
Curtius considers the root to be tu with an accretive m ; 
but, as in the case of so many other words, this view 
must be called in question. In fact there seems to have 
been a stem verb of the form am — to he high, heaved up, 
probably softened from aUm, where the base al was 

» Page 77. 
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akin to that of aUius — high. This stem am may be 
traced in some Semitic words, but seldom^ if ever without 
a prefixed consonant, e.g., 

B'am-ah — a high place, 
Ba-am — to he high, 

and by combination of this stem am with the prefix tu 
there results with some modification by contraction the 
form turn, the base of tumeo.^ 

At times the initial dental we have been considering is 
represented by d instead of ^, although not very frequently. 
Instances of its use may perhaps be found in such words 
as 

Doleo — to he in pain, Duco — to lead. 

In the former the stem is of the form al, which with a 
determinative affixed becomes alg, as it appears in the 
Greek 

A\7-o9 — -pain, grief. 
In the Celtic it is perhaps akin to 

Ail — a sting, prickle, 

the source of pain; also to 

Al-a — a wound. 

And this stem al being combined with the prefix do gives 
origin to do-al, contracted into dol, the base of 

Dol-eo — to he in pain. 

In the case of d/aco—to Uad^ the stem is of the form a^^, 
aJdn to ag, the base of 

* D'»)DM— jricwite — may seem an exception. 

' Kvyi-a — a wfwe, is of similar orig^ (thongh with a different prefix), 
and not from Kvut — to conceive, as generally supposed. 
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Ag-0 — to lead, 

and by combining with the prefix du this stem gives 
origin to the base of dti^o. 

Turning now to the Greek language, it may be 
observed that there is found in it the same usage of 
forming compounds by prefixing to certain stems an 
initial syllable consisting of a dental and a vowel, though 
at times the vowel is suppressed. Examples of its use 
may be found in the following, e.g., 

Tof-09 — a bow, Tvfi^'O^ — a mound, a tomb, ' 

To/a-eo) — to bore, Tutt-tg) — to strike, 

Ti;\-09 — a spindle, TirrO-o^ — little. 

As to the first example, viz., ro^-o^ — a bow, or as it 
might be written roK-ao^, the stem was of the form ax, 
or with a weakened vowel 

E^ — to bend. 

An expanded variant of this stem appears in 

E^^-o) — to yield, give way, bend ; 

and as this word has the digamma frequently in Homeric 
usage, it may be compared with the German 

Weich-en — to yield. 

The Celtic representative of the same stem, however, 
retains the original meaning more distinctly, and is of the 
form 

Feao — bend, turn. 

Combining, then, the prefix to with the stem aK or €k, 
the result when contracted becomes toic, forming the base 
of To/c.(709 or 

Tof-09 — a bow. 
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In the case of the next examplej viz.^ 
Top'€(o—to bore, pierce, 

the stem is of the form ap, with the signification of 
piercing, dividing, a stem that has been abeady noticed at 
page (82). Combining this stem with the prefix to, the 
result is ro-ap, contracted into rop, and so forming the 
base of rop-eao ; or if instead of to a form of it abbreviated 
by elision of the vowels, and simply consisting of the 
letter t, be joined to the root ap, the resulting form rap 
would, by weakening of the vowel, issue in like manner in 
the vocable rap, and this mode of accounting for it seems 
more agreeable to linguistic notions of modem date. 
In regard to the next example, viz., 
Ti;\-09 — a spindle, 

the stem is of the form eK, the expanded shape of which 
is eCK, and in this guise forms the base of 

E^X-eoi — to roll, 

and the Welsh 

Eil-io— fo tvjist, orpladt 

It is the same stem, too, that enters into tbe composition 
of the Latin 

Col-US — a spindle, a distaff, 

but in which the prefix is co instead of to. By combining 
this latter or its variant ru with the stem in question the 
resnlt is ru-eK contracted into tv\, the base of 

Tv\-o9 — a spindle, or distaff. 

In the case of 

TvfjL^o^ — a nwund, tomb, 
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tte stem is to be sought in one already considered in this 
chapter, and of the form 

Kfi — to he high, heaved up. 

Whilst with regard to the next word, viz., 

TvTT-Tft) — to atrikey 

the base is that which, with a different prefix, enters into 
the formation of 

KoTT-Tft) — to cut, strike y 

and which would seem to have been of the form air, 
appearing as such in the Greek 

Att-t© — to touch, to strike gently, 

and perhaps to be recognized in the Latin vwp in 

Vap-ulo — To he beaten. 

From this stem air, then, by combination with the 
prefix TV was formed tvtt, the base of 

TuTT-TG) — to strike. 
The last word of the list to be considered is 
T!vT0os — small, little, 

for which an orig^ must be sought in a stem tjtO, which 
perhaps lurks under the form 

Htt-g)^^ — Less, 
the aspirated letter being assimilated to the preceding 
dental. It seems akin, too, to the Irish 

Aoty — small, little. 
Combining the stem ir)T0 with the prefix tv, the result 
after contraction becomes tvtO, the base of 

> Literally, of'M aecormt Cf. Anglo-Saxon eaht-^gUmatin. Our EDglish 
word little seems of similar origin. 
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TvT0o^ — small, little. 
It may further be observed that the prefix tv is at times 
exchanged for an aspirated form 0v, as for example in 
01;® — to offer sacrifice, 
&vfJLo<: — mind, spirit, 
®v\aKO^ — a bag, or pouch. 
In the case of the first the base may be of the form is 
modified from the Sanskrit 

Av — to bum, 
with which may be compared the Greek 

Av-G) — to kindle, set on fire. 
and the Hiberno-Celtic 

Aod {oo)—fi/re. 
From this stem, by combination with the prefix 0v, comes 
tbe base of the 

©v-G) — to offer by fire, to sacrifice. 
In Hke manner from the stem 

Ag) — to breathe, to pant, 
by union with the same prefix comes the base of 

©vo) — to rush with panting effort ; 
whikt the meaning of breathing, also attached to the 
stem, shows how the compound gave origin to 
®vfio^ — mind, spirit. 
With regard to the word 

©u-Xa^-o? — a ba^, or pouch, 
it may be observed that on removing the prefix Ou 
the stem appears to be of the form \aK, which is akin to 
Xa;^, the base of 

Aa;f-6*i/ — to take, get. 
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and very mairifestly related to the Celtic 

GlaQ — take, receive^ 
from which are derived such words as 

Glag — a quiver, receptacle, 
Glap-adan — a repository; 
whilst from the stem \aK, by combination with the prefix 
0v, is formed 0v-\aK, the ba^se of 

Sv-\aK'0^ — a bag, pouch, receptacle. 
It might be supposed that Ovyarrjp had a kindred forma- 
tion, and in such a way it would signify simply the pure ; 
the stem being KaOap, the base of KaOapo^ — pure, and the 
second aspirate losing its aspiration ; but the derivation 
already given,^ though apparently more remote, seems 
preferable. 



Prefixes with Initial Sibilant. / 

Having seen in the preceding pages that there were 
prefixes in Greek and Latin, whose initial letters were a 
labial, guttural, or dental according to circumstances, the 
reader will not be surprised to learn that there is also to 
be found in those languages a prefix, the initial letter of 
which is a sibilant. This prefix is of the form so or su, 
or simply the sibilant without a vowel. Instances of its 
use may be found in such Latin words as 

Sol — the sun, Sonus— a sound, 

Soleo — to be a/^customed, Solve — to loose. 

In regard to the first of these words, viz., 
Sol — the sun, 

» Page 91. 
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the stem is of the form alj and had the signification of 
burning, blazing. It is the same, as before observed/ 
that appears under the guise of rj\ in the Greek word 

H\to? — the suUy 
where an aspirate takes the place of the sibilant. This 
stem is further allied to the Anglo-Saxon 
M\—fire, 
-^1-an — to hum, 
and to the Semitec Alah, 

Attaching then to the stem al, or in a weakened form 
el, the prefix so, the result is a compound which by 
synaeresis becomes soly the base of 

Sol — the sun, the source of heat. 
In like manner from another stem al of different mean- 
ings and allied to the Sanskrit 

Hal — to work, do, 
by combination with the same prefix so came the compound 
80-al, contracted to sol, the base of 

Sol-eo— ^0 do often, be accustomed. 
The stem of the next example is best represented by the 
Sanskrit 

An — to sound, 
whence by union with the prefix came so-an contracted 
into son, the base of 

Son-US — a sound, 
With regard to the last example, viz., 
Solvo— ^0 loose, 
the stem is plainly akin to the Greek 
» Page 77. 
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Av© — to loose, 

whence by union witli the prefix so i?esalted the com- 
pound form solvo. 

Turning now to the Ghreek language, it will be found 
that though there are some indications of the existence 
of the prefix in question in it, yet they are not so plain 
nor so numerous as in the case of Latin. 

In Greek the prefix seems to have at times at least 
assumed the form acD, as in 

^a)/eo<i — strong, stout, 
2a)po9 — d heap. 

In regard to the first the stem is of the form a/c, and in 
this guise may be obsei-ved in 

A/e-fi7) — strength, vigour. 

From combination of this stem ax with the prefix under 
consideration results the form aa)K, the base of 

Sco/c-09 — stout, strong. 

In like manner in the case of the next example^ viz., 

Sa>p-09 — a heap, 

the stem is of the form ap, a stem which, as has been 
pointed out, gave origin to a vast variety of significations, 
and amongst others to that of number.^ Taken in this 
sense and combined with the prefix in question, the 
result is ultimately of the form 2ft)p, the base of 

Sa)p-09 — a heap, a great number. 
^Fage 30. 
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I . Sporadic Prefixes. 

Under the title of '^ Sporadic *' may be treated of a few 
, prefixes which cannot properly be classed under any of 
the preceding heads. One of these is of the form ro, and 
is intensive in signification. It is doubtful whether it 
is related to the prefix so, the sibilant being changed to 
a hquid, or whether it may be an abbreviated form of 
the preposition pro. Of its existence there can be no 
doubt. It manifests itself very plainly in Hibemo-Celtic 
in such compounds as 

I Eo-fonn — earnest longing^ Bo-maiseag — very handsome, 



Ro-flait — a great chief, Eo-mait — very good, 

all which are formed by combination of the prefix ro with 
the respective stemwords 

Fonn — desire, Maiseac — handsome, 

Flait — chief, Mait — good. 

Now a similar form of prefix may be traced, though 
not so distinctly, in some Latin words ; for in some of 
them the vowel of the prefix gets blended with that of 
the stem, e.g., 

Bodo — to gnaw, Rosa — a rose. 

The stem in the former being ed, as in 
Ed-o — to eat, 

and in the latter os akin to o^, base of 

Of- ft) — to smell. 
And these stems respectively being combined with the 
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prefix ro give origin to the form rod and roSy the bases of 
Bodo and Eosa,^ 

In the classical name of the river Ehone, however, the 
prefix appears manifestly, as the stem begins with a 
consonant, the stem being of the form dan, and allied to 
the Celtic 

Dan-a — bold, impetuous. 
This stem seems to have been a frequent element in the 
composition of the names of rivers, as it is found in 

Eri-dan-us — ^i.e., the very rapid, 
and in the name of two rivers mentioned by Homer in 
the phrase 

' lapBavov afi^c peeOpa* 

one river being in Crete, and the other in Elis. 

It appears too in the name Danube, although the order 
of combination in this latter word, which seems of Celtic 
origin, is reversed, the compound being equivalent to 
Dan-oba* — rapid river. 
By combining with the stem dan, the intensive prefix 
Bo or Rho, the resulting compound forms the base of 
the proper name of the river, 

Bho-dan-us — ths Rlwne, i.e., the very rapid. 

Though there are but faint indications of this prefix 
having been known in Greek, yet, strange to say, there 
is pretty clear evidence of its having been employed 
both in Egyptian and Hebrew. To show this, however, 

1 In Irish there is another Bcaa of different origin and meaning, viz., 
Boaa — over-growth — ^from Bo-fasa, O'Don. op. verb, 

' The two components of this name seem to haye given origin to the 
names of two Russian riYers— the Don or Tamais and the Ohy, 
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it will be necessary to refer again to a Celtic compound 
already mentioned, viz., 

Bo-mait — very good, excellent. 

This compound consists of two parts, the prefix ro and 
the stem 

Mait — good, 
in which the final dental is silent, so that by itself the 
word would be pronounced Meigh, or in Gh-eek characters 
fuu or fiec. That the stem was not quite nnknown in 
Greek appears from the well-known 

Mac-a^ — good {mother) ; 
hut Herodotus mentions that in the Egyptian language 
there was a word, which he writes Trcpwfii^, and which 
according to him, signifies KaXo^; Kac ar^aOo^^—fair and 
good. Now, omitting the final sibilant as non-radical, 
the word Trcpoofic appears to be a compound of which the 
latter constituent is peofii, and, according to Herodotus, 
signifies good. The similarity of both form and meaning 
suggest association with the Celtic combination above 
given, and which, written in Greek characters, would 
appear as 

VoO'fiac — very good. 

As to the first element of the compound irtpcofiiy taken 
in the sense of fair or heautifuly the Celtic dialect 
affords no illustration, although the combination of two 
adjectives in similar fashion is quite according to Celtic 
usage.* It would indeed seem that either Herodotus or 
his transcribers have omitted a letter, so that the true 
writing should be TTLp-pco^i, instead of irc-payfit. In 

^ Cf . x^^'<*C — 900^1 AQcl the initial change between xtXcoc and MilU, 
« Cf. Min-geal— smooth cmdfavr, Bog-ur— »o/t and fresh. 
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this form Celtic might supply a meaning for irtp, if 
supposed equivalent to <f>Lp, though not in the sense 
assigned by Herodotus, for there is a common intensive 
prefix of the former or fior, as in 

Fir-lion — multiply , 
Fior-mait — very good, 
Fir-leam — extreme folly. 

So that by uniting this prefix with ro-mait there might 
be formed a compound not unlike Trtpcofit, only the sense 
would be extremely excellent. Yet, as was remarked, this 
would not express the meaning ascribed by Herodotus to 
TTipcofic^, If, however, we turn to the Hebrew language 
we find traces of the missing link, for it supplies a verb 
from which might possibly be derived for the term irtp, 
the required sense oifair or beautiful, viz., 

1SD — to beautify. 

So that the entire word Trtpcofii would really signify beau^ 
tiful and good. This conjecture will not seem so far- 
fetched if the other part of the compound, viz., pcofii,^ 
be shown to enter into a compound form in Hebrew, as it 
appears to do in the plural word 

Q'^ainn {B^romim) — {EzeJdel 27-29), 

where this word is translated in our version by n'ch gar-- 
ments, whilst by the seventy it is rendered €k\€ktov^ ^ 
and though Fuerst thinks they must have had a dif- 
ferent reading to suggest such a translation, it appears to 
be the true rendering, or, at least, partially true, being 
the equivalent of that part of the compound which cor- 
responds to 

V&fiir— excellent, choice. 
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It is probable indeed that the true reading was D'^DimS, 
and on the rendering of the initial *i:3 as garments 
would depend the correctness of our received version, 
which seems to have arrived at the true sense more 
frequently than it gets credit for in these innovating days. 
But further, as was shown, the Celtic Ro-mait consists 
of two parts, and the latter part, mait — good, was seen to 
correspond to the Greek /jbav-a. Now in Celtic usage the 
first letter of this word in composition often loses its 
sound, so that it is pronounced ai or wai, as in 

Sar-mait {Sarai) — excellent, 
Fior-mait {Fir-wm) — very good. 

In a similar way it is found that many names in Hebrew 
end in a like termination, as Ahishai, Barzillai, Huishai, 
Mordecadj Sarai, Shimshai, and some of these terminations 
seem to correspond with the Celtic ai as formed from 
maif. Nay, more, the supposition of such an ending in 
the Hebrew word 

i:3TTM {Adon-ai) — the Lord, 

would account for that peculiar pointing of the title 
which has so perplexed Hebrew scholars, for on this sup- 
position it would signify not simply the Lord, but 
the good Lord, like the French le bon Dteu. 



Pbefix Bas. 

Another prefix, though not of very frequent occurrence, 

seems to have been of the form Bas, which appears to be 

but a mutilated remnant of a larger original. Nor is this 

altogether to be wondered at, for as mutilated forms of 
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the preposition 'vtto enter into the composition of words 
in various languages^ something of a similar result might 
be expected in the case of ^virep, or of its variant ^vfiap, 
and such precisely appears to have been the fact. Some 
traces^ indeed^ there are of a modified use of such forms, 
but not to any great extent, unless the prefix wep is to 
be regarded as an abbreviation of 'virep, and this perhaps 
might be done on the supposition that the original 
meaning of ^virep was, as suggested,^ at the head, the 
latter part wep being a variant of the stem fiap — a 
heady point. From this latter signification, j?om^ connected 
with that of head^ came the notion penetrating^ piercing, 
through, the last beiug the ordinary meaning attached to 
the Latin preposition per, although in composition it 
seems to retain some force of its original signification 
from the fact of 'virep having frequently the meaning of 
over or beyond. 

But, as is well known, in the Latin language, some 
words ending in the liquid r had another form ending in 
a sibilant. Thus arbor — a tree had a variant arbos. And 
supposing that a similar variation took place with regard 
to the vocable suggested, as 

Bap^a head, 
the alternative form would appear as /3a^, and it is not a 
little remarkable that in the Turkish language is found a 
term of like form and meaning, viz., 

Sash^^a head, 
whence, too, we may suppose is derived the term ba^ha — 
a governor, whilst from the supposed Greek original ^a^ 
came the derivative 

» Page 12. 
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Ba(rt\€V9 — a Mng. 
In Greek, however, the form ^ap^-a head, is obsolete, 
the usual term for head being xap-a, where a guttural 
has occupied the place of the labial initial ; yet that xap, 
the base of xapa, had also an alternative form ending in a 
sibilant may be conjectured &om the Latin cassis, or in its 
accessory guise, 

Cass-ida — a helmet, i.e., head cover, 
the latter part of the compound being akin to the Celtic 

Eide — a covermg, a/rmour. 
Samples of the use of /3a^ as a prefix in Greek are found 
in the following compounds :— 
Baa-'KacvG) — to traduce, 'Baa-crapa — a via&en, 

Baa-crapa — a Bacchante, Baa-Ta^ay'^to hear, 
Ba<r-Grap€v<; — Bacchus, ^a^a-yavov — a sword, 

the stems of most of which have been already considered.^ 
In the last example the prefix assumes the form ^a? 
rather than y3a9, and the same occurs in the Latin 

Fas-tidio — to loathe, 
where the stem is obviously akin to 

Tssdet — it irheth, . 



Prefix op the form Le. 



The last sporadic prefix to be mentioned is of the form 
le, one which, though very obvious in the Celtic dialects, 
is yet very obscure and difficult to detect in the Classical 

1 Page 39. 
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laogoages. Nevertheless^ even in them a patient and 
searching analysis will not fail to discover it. In Classical 
words it is generally of the form le, bat in Hibemo-Geltic 
it appears as 

Leat — half. 
This prefix is of very frequent occurrence in Irish com- 
ponnd terms^ although the signification halfia not always 
strictly assigned to it in composition. It has, however, 
constantly a weakening or diminishing effect ; and here it 
may be noted that it is occasionally written leif^ instead 
of leaf, the final consonant in both forms being silent 
through aspiration, although in the corresponding Welsh 
prefix the dental retains its sound. 

Instances of the use of this prefix in composition in 
the Irish language may be seen in the following : 
Leaf-aimn — a nickname, Leit-rig — a joint king, 

Leat-1?liadain — a half-year^ Leit-sgeul — an excuse, 
Leat-Qruinne — a hemisphere, Leit-§uileac — one-eyed, 
Leaf-eolag — a smatterer, Leat-fao];^ — a flitch. 

i.e. half-learned, 

This Irish prefix leaf seems plainly akin to the Latin 
word 

Lat-us — a side, 
and it can easily be imagined how one side of a divided 
animal came to signify half Moreover that the base of 
the Latin latus, or some variant of it, was used as a prefix 
in forming compounds in that language, may be inferred 
from analysing the following terms in Latin, which 
though generally considered simple or uncompounded 
are in reality complex, e.g., 

' Whep the initial yowel of the second part of th^ compound is slender. 
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Levir — a brother-in-law, LarvaB — •phantoms, spectres, 
Lemures — ghosts, Lippus — dim-sighted, 

Laevus — oblique, Luscns — one-eyed. 

Before proceeding, however, to analyse any of these 
examples, it may be remarked that the suppression of the 
dental at the end of the prefix is not abhorrent to Latin 
usage. Thus the word ^'haut is sometimes haud, 
sometimes hau. The late Latin shows the t written 
in personal terminations; but the old Latin often 
omitted it as dede for dedit.''^ The reader, therefore, 
will not consider it strange that a prefix of the form lat 
should be written as la, or with a weakened vowel as Ze. 

This being premised, let the first example be resolved 
into its component parts. This word is 
Le-vir — a brother-in-law, 

a husband's brother, and is supposed by Ourtius and 
others to be of the same origin as the Greek Bar^p of like 
meaning; but which in its original signification s 
supposed to denote a playmate,^ as if from the Sanskrit 

Div — to play, 
and pointing to the early marriages of the Hindus, when 
the juvenile bride cou\d&nd playmates amongst the younger 
brothers of her spouse. But notwithstanding the fanciful- 
ness of this would-be ' Indo-European Idyll,' it seems 
safer to suggest a different derivation of both Sarjp and 
Levir, and perhaps another Latin derivative word may 
help us in tracing both to their true origin. In Latin, 
then, according to Roby, is found the term 

Matertera — a mother*s sister, i.e., a second mother, 

1 Peile, 356. « Peile, 114. 
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and in like manner a combination may be formed in 
Celtic equivalent to 

Dafear {Daar) — a second man, i.e., a second h/usband, 
and from a complex form similar to this in the parent 
language of Greece, it may be conjectured, arose the Greek 
term 

Aa-ffp—a brothsr-in-law, i.e., a second husbcmd, 
whilst the Latins, with slighter appreciation of the 
relation, expressed it by another and less honourable 
name, i.e., by 

Le-vir — a half-husband, a brother-in-law. 

Nonius Marcellus says of this word, ^^Levir, quasi ItBvus 
vir/* showing that he had some inkling of the compound 
form of the word, though mistaken as to the first com- 
ponent. 

A Celtic mode of expressing another relation will 
perhaps confirm the view here put forward as to the 
origin of levi/r. In Irish the initial leat is sometimes 
replaced by leas. Thus we have indifferently 

Leatainm — a nickname, and leas-ainm — a nicTcname, 
in which latter leas has the same meaning as leat, being 
probably a shortened form of leat as, derived from leaf; but 
in Irish various degrees of step-relationship are expressed 
by leas being prefixed to the relation, as 
Leas-atair — a stepfather, Leas-maQ — a stepson, 
Leas-matair — a stepmother. Leas-dear — a stepdanighter, 
just as by use of the prefix le for leaf the Latin levir was 
formed. 

The Sanskrit term 

Devara — a brother-iu'laAJO, 
instead of militating against this derivation, may be seen 
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to confinn it, if it be borne in mind that in Sanskrit is 
found the term 

Vara — a spcmsej Jiushand, 
and that the first syllable de in devara may be a substi- 
tute for dm or dwe — tv;o ; so that the whole componnd 
would signify second husband. 
The next example in the foregoing list is 

Lemures — gliosis, or spirits of the departed. 
The stem in this word is of the form mur, and its origin 
will be best illnstrated from a Celtic source. In Hiberno- 
Celtic there is found the term 

Muad — a phantom^ 
and from this stem by a common adjectival formation is 
derived the word 

Muadmar {mur) — phantom-like. 
If then to this stem written as pronounced, i.e., mur, be 
attached the prefix le, the resulting compound would be 
le-mur, the base of the Latin 

Lemur-es — somewhat pham^tom-lilce, ghosts. 
In a similar way from the Celtic stem 
Mar];^ (marv) — dead, 

by combination with the prefix leaf would be formed the 
compound 

Leat-marb — half-dead. 

This compound, however, though in appearance so 
different, is pronounced la/rv, and from a similar stem 
of like meaning it may be supposed was formed the 
Latin form larv, base of 

liBTy-dd-^spectres, 
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alihougli it must be confessed the literal meanings Judf- 
dead, is more appropriate to the modem acceptation of 
the word larvoB as denoting insects in the grub state^ than 
to its ancient usage as referring to the shades of the 
departed. 

As to the word 

Laev-us — oblique, one-sided, 
the derivation presents no difficulty^ as the stem in this 
case is akin to the Celtic 

Taob — a side, 
a word of frequent occurence in composition,^ and if to 
this stem the prefix in question be attached, the resulting 
compound would be of the form 

Leat-taoli? {Icev) — one-sided. 
And this resultant, Icev, or its equivalent in the mother- 
tongue of Latin, formed the base of 

L89V-US — one-sided, oblique. 
As to the last two examples, lippus and luscus, we must 
refer for their stems to Greek originals. In the case of 
the former, which seems a weakened form of loippv^, like 
other Latin forms in i representing ol in Greek, the stem 
was related to the base of 

OTTT-opMi — to see. 
In the latter it was of the form ocr/c, afterwards softened 
by assimilation to ocra — eyes, as in the phrase ' oaae 
<l>a€iva>v.* And if to this stem 

OaK — an eye 
be attached the prefix Ze, the result is the compound form 
le-osc, contracted by synaeresis to lusc, the base of 

Luscus— 'ow-e-eyed. 
♦ cf . Taob-geal— «;Mte-«»d«i 
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Strange to say, in Irish the stem, osc — an eye, has the 
letter r prefixed,* so that it appears as Bosc, or 

Bosg — an eye, 
and adding to this the adjective aluin — handsome, there 
is formed the complex term 

Eosg-aluin ^ — ham^dsome eyes, 
from which is derived the name Rosaline, a name which 
is generally considered a derivative of Rosa — a rose. 

If we now turn to the Greek language we shall not find 
in it instances, either so numerous or so well-defined, of 
the use of a similar prefix of composition, yet traces of it 
may be suspected in a few examples as, e.g., 

A.rjKv6o^ — a wine flash, A.r)fiaa> — to he purblind, 

A17P-09 — nonsense. 

In the two former of which the stems seem akin to the 

Greek <#cua^-09 and o/A/^a, whilst the last appears to be 

allied to a Celtic compound 

Leit-mire {Jidre) — half -madness, folly. 
If, as eip(o has a variant of the form Xeifio), we may 
suppose a variant for cKvpo^ of the form XeKvpo^, we 
might refer the derivation of it to the use of the prefix in 
question ; for leataQ, pronounced leJc, signifies half as well 
as leatf and if to this form, leh, were added the word afan/r 
-^father, pronounced our, the resulting combination 
. would be leJc'Our, shortened into lehur, or in Greek letters 
\€Kvp, the base of 

Ae/C'Vpo^ (=€/ev/)09) — half -father, f other 'Vnrlaw. 
The use made of Celtic to solve Classical difficulties may 

1 This prefixed r is probably a remnant of tor— dwht from whence came 
ia/r^ro8g-—^^h-efye, which being the favonrite colour gradually became a 
name for all eyes, la^osg being shortened into Basg. - See Note A. 

M 
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seem unwarrantable. But the more the subject is 
studied the greater will be found the importance of Celtic 
in etymological research^ and we may conclude this 
chapter with giving a few additional instances of its 
value in this respect. 

In the Irish branch of Celtic, then, there is found a 
word 

Trogain {Trohan) — sunrising, dawn, 
which is plainly a corruption of 

Trat-can {Trawhaii) — crowing'-time, cockcrow, 
according to the Latin expression Sub galli cantum. 
But trawhan, being corrupted into truawn, was expressed 
in Greek by rpva)v, and signified the dawn. It is not now 
indeed found in a separate state, but in a compound word 
it may be traced, e.g., in 

A\€K-Tpva>v — •proclaimer of the dawn, a coch, 
the form aXex being a participial adjective from a\^/ca\ 
base of 

KaX-eo) — to call, proclaim, 
the whole compound aXeicrpvwv corresponding to the 
Sanskrit 

Fsikala ^ — •proclaimer of the dawn, the each. 

It may be objected that there is another form of the 
Greek word, viz., oKsKrwp — a each, which militates against 
the etymon proposed ; but aXcKToyp signifies simply the 
proclaimer, and corresponds to gallus of same meaning. 
Another Greek term has given trouble to etymologists, 
viz. : — 

* Cf, buna (yer-gaV^—Lighit^roclavmer, worshipped nnder the form 
of a cocfc.— See Ereuna, page 46. 
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HXeKTpov— amber, 
and it has been referred to eTuc-o) — to draw, fJpom its pro- 
perty of attracting particles; but it is not likely that that 
property should be so early remarked as to give the 
substance its name. The origin of the word may^ however^ 
be explained by Celtic as if equivalent to 

AileaQ-trea^an ^ {electrawn) — excrementum maris, 
being cast up by the sea; and this corresponds with the 
meaning of the word amber itself^ which is compounded 
of two other Celtic terms of like signification or nearly so, 
viz.: — 

Am-bar — scum of the sea, 
^ In Erewna this latter element has been erroneously explained. 

Note A. 
As wMk ipoMi, end, had a variant of the form as, so the Gaelic word earr 
derived from it, and signifying — end, tail, seems to have had a variant eas of 
like meaning, from whence came easae — taUedt and easag — a pheoMmt, a 
waselt a squirrel ; aU having long taXLs, Bat eas^a toiZ, combined with 
ahiin- handsome, makes the compound eas-aVu/in — handsome tail, which 
explains the comppsition of the Greek word Aisodon^a hawk, the latter part 
oZdn being a variant of JcaHdn^-beanjUiful ; and the part om corresponding to 
the Celiac eas — a toiZ, as the Greek owra^a toil does to the Celtic eotrr — a tai\ 
The presumed existence of such a stem in Greek as ais-a tail, though now 
obsolete, is confirmed by other wof ds being traceable to it, as esch-aios — 
los^— i.e. at the tail— compare too aischos and asuphelos. 



END OF CHAPTER IV. 
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SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES OF COMPOSITION 
IN GREEK AND LATIN. 



CHAPTER V. . 

NeQATIVB PfiBFIXBS'OF COMPOSITION. 

In the preceding chapters certain classes of prefixes 
were considered which are to be regarded as intensive or 
positive, but the reader's attention is now invited to 
another class in which the prefixes are directly negative, 
and which though extremely interesting have not hitheiijo 
received the attention they deserve. These negative 
prefixes may, like the positive ones, be divided into 
separate groups according as they have for their initial 
consonant a guttural, a labial, a dental or a sibilant. 
There is, however, some uncertainty about the vowel that 
belongs to them, and they are frequently represented by 
the initial consonant alone. 

As the prefixes commencing with a guttural seem to be 
the best defined, it may be advisable to begin with them, 
and accordingly the first negative prefix proposed to be 
considered is of the form ca or ha. 

Such a prefix, then, is found in languages so widely 
separated as Sanskrit and Hibemo-Celtic ; and it is 
somewhat remarkable that in both it is supposed to be 
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connected with an interrogative particle denoting what ? 
Though Curtius with good reason calls in question this 
connection. There is, however, this distinction as to its 
usage, that in the Celtic dialect it is found chiefly in an 
unconnected state^ as a negative, whilst in Sanskrit it 
is only as an inseparable prefix that it is so used. In 
this latter language it appears as ka or ku, and according 
to Burnouf is employed at the commencement of a com- 
pound word as a privative or deteriorative prefix to mark 
diminution or 'bad quality/ Examples of its use in 
Sanskrit may be observed in the following compounds : 

Ka-pala — bad fruit, Ka-hala — wanting water, 

Ka-pata — bad way, Ka-tara — impotent, 

Ka-mala — bad-ground, Ko-side-^nerL 

Now, although it has not been hitherto observed upon 
sufficiently, yet an attentive examination will convince 
the reader that a similar negative prefix may be recog- 
nized in Greek and Latin. But in these languages it 
generally consists of the mere guttural initial, and in this 
shape might be accounted for as an abbreviated remnant 
of the preposition ex,^ which sometimes has a negative force 
as in 

Eic-^aXuTTTO) — to uncover. 

This suggestion, it is true, militates against the received 
notion that the Greek language is very tenacious of initial 
vowels, but this notion, like many others commonly 
received, must be modified, and it will be found on 
examination that several Greek words, besides those 
suggested to be compounded of the mutilated preposition 

^ Is Cabtm — an ignorant fellow, an exceptioD ? 

^ See Doderlain as quoted by Curtius, but not approTingly, 1-42. 
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e«, have lost an initial vowel, as Siktvov, /ci;to9, kiXKo<;^ 
«i7Ato9, Kafxrjko<;y all which have lost the same initial vowel 
e. To make this clear in each instance^ would lead us too 
far from our immediate subject, but as an illustration we 
may analyze the first example, viz., 

Ai/CTvov — a net. 

On the supposition of the loss of an initial e, then, this 
word had previously the form o{ eSt/crvov, or dividing it into 
its component parts of eS-i/crvov, which itself is a modified 
representative of eB-tx^v-ov. The restoration of the 
aspirates to the latter part shows at once its relation to 

I^0v<: — a fish, 

whilst the former part eS may be surmised on very pro- 
bable grounds to denote take or catch, and so correspond 
to the Celtic 

ES — take, catch. 

In the third chapter^ it was shown that the notion of 
taking, catching was suggested by that of hand, and in 
Persian and some of the Semitic dialects there is a stem 

Yed OP ed=^a hand, 

and this stem, although not expressly found in Greek, 
seems to have given origin to certain derivatives in that 
language, for as giving slb well as taJcmg is suggested by 
the notion of hand, hence from a supposed stem €S=a 
hand comes 

ES-va — gifts, 

and other derivations may be traced in aB-to, which, like 

^ See note at end of chapter. ' Page 84. 
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the Latin placo,^ meant literally to soothe by stroking 
vdth the hand, and also in fffi€po^ — tame, which is softened 
from 

fjB'fiepo^ — patient of the hand, i.e., tame. 

Restoring to Greek the stem ei, in the sense of ccdchy 
the resulting compound is 

^h'i')(jSvov=catch'fi8h, 

which, losing its aspirates, became eSixrvop, and then 
dropping its initial vowel merged into 

Ai/cTvov — a net, i.e., a catch-fish. 

Haying thus seen how an initial vowel may have been 
dropped, we can understand how it may have disappeared 
from the supposed negative prefix €k, leaving as the 
representative of that prefix simply the letter k -^ exam- 
ples of its usage in this form may be instanced in the 
following words : 

Kati/Q> — to hill, Kaivo) — to dispraise, ^ 

Ko(i/o9 — common, Ka>^09 — blunt, dull. 

KotKo^ — hollow, Xci>Xo9 — lame 

Taking now the first of these examples, namely, 

Katvo) — to kill, 

> Pagew 62. 

' The supposition of a negative prefix k will acooant for what Mr. Peile 
considers anacconntable, namely, how a supposed stem of the form ct may 
give origin to verbs of such opposite meanings as to move and to rest ; hot 
if the root be the well-known i— to go, and an intensive k be prefixed the 
resnl is ki — to tnov6, to ccmse to go ; whilst if to the same root a negaiivoe c 
be prefixed, the combination gives origin to ki— not to move, to rest, and it 
is well-known that the preposition cc, from which the prefix' m is supposed 
to be derived, has both an intensive and negative force. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



I 



COMPOSITION IN OBBEK AND LATIN. 145 

In order to understand its composition it will be 
necessary to refer to that of the Latin eneco, as mentioned 
iD a previous chapter.^ The idea in that word was found 
to be literally ' to deprive of breath/ i.e., to Mil, the word 
itself being compounded of 

An — to breathe, 

and the negative ex or ec placed after the verb, but in 
the case of the Greek word Kaiva>—to kill, the order of 
composition was reversed. The original form being 
€K'aV'(o,^ then tcavta, and finally Kaivto. 

Another form of this word, as used by Homer, was 
Koo), the base being ao> — to breathe, instead of av of like 
signification. 

A third variant was of the form 

Kt€6v-ci> — to hill, 

in which the prefix was a derivative of etc, rather than eic 
itself, the derivative being of the form cact, from 

EiCT-09 — without, 

by combination, then, of the stem av with the prefix eKT 
was formed the compound eicrav — to deprive of breathing, 
and thence came €icT€ivtii) and ktcivg). 

In the case of the second word in the list, namely 

KoLvo^ — common. 

The idea underlying it corresponds, in some degree to 
that of the Sanskrit compound 

Noeka (na-eka)=noi unique, numerous, common, 

» P. 76. 
* Cf. 4>ivw — to JciUj for afp-ivtt from af-av — to deprive of breath. 
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and the best representative of the base, which is of the 
form oiv, is to be sought in old Latin, where is found the 
term 

Oinos— one. 

If, then, to the base otv there be attached the negative 
prefix K, the resulting compound gives origin to the Greek 
componnd 

Kotr-o?^ — not singular y i.e., common. 

In like manner from a base oiK, a variant of o\ the 
stem of 

OXo9 — whole-solid, 

which is related to the Latin solidus, by prefixing a 
negative k, is derived the term 

Ko(\o9 — not solid, i.e., hollow, 

although Curtius and others give a very different account 
of its origin, deducing it from the root 

Kv — to conceive, or beget. 

As to the example 

Katj/-a> — to dispraise, 

it is true that this verb is not now found in Greek in the 
sense assigned in a simple state, but as has been already 
shown,* it may be traced in a compound form in 

'BcuT'/caivto — to traduce, calumninie. 

* The word kivoqj also, seems to have a negative prefix ir, bat it is not 
quite plain what the base av or iv denoted, whether one, or ahwikdoMce. 
Cf . the Latin inanis. 

^ Page 39. 
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Moreover, it agrees very exactly with the Celtic verb 

Cain — dispraise, calumniate. 

Assuming, then, on this and some other evidence that 
there was originally such a verb in Greek as Katvco, with 
the sense suggested^ the origin of its signification i9 not 
far to seek, for having in Greek the well-known term 

Ati/-09 — prcdaej 

of which the base is aw, it is only necessary to prefix to 
this base the negative k, and the result is Kai,v, whence 

KatV'to — to dispraise, 

and such appears to be the origin of the verb in question. 
With regard to the next example, viz., 

K€i>^09 — blunt, dull, 

the original meaning seems to have been without point, 
thence hlvmi, &c., and the base was of the form 

A^ — a point, head. 

It is not, indeed, to be found in this guise at present, 
but there are various indications of its former probable 
existence in the classical languages, whilst in Coptic it 
is actually found in the shape of 

A^^ — head. 

But it Jias also a variant form without the aspirate, as 

AfTTT) — head, 

and in tlus latter form it seems related to the Latin apex 
point, head, and the Greek avirv^ — high, lofty ; com- 
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bining^ then^ the base a^ — -point with the negative prefix 
Kj the result forms the base of 

Ka>^09 — vnthout point, i.e., blunt, dull, deaf. 

The negative prefix we have been considering, though 
generally represented in Greek by /c, yet occasionally 
assumes the guise of x> ^^ ^^ ^^^ l^s^ example, viz., 

Xq>Xo9 — la/me, 

in which the root, although not found in a simple state in 
Greek, was of the form 

AX — to go, to walk, 

having some resemblance to a Semitic stem of like 
meaning. From this base a\, then, by union with the 
negative prefix k, and by permutation, and intensifica- 
tion of the vowel, was formed the compound 

Xa>Xo9 — lame, i.e., unable to walk. 



Negative Prefixes in Latin with Initial Guttural. 

Turning now to the Latin language, we may trace in it 
also a negative prefix analogous to that which we have 
just considered in Greek. The following examples may- 
serve as instances of its usage ; — 

Coecus — blind, Cado — to fall, 

CoDna— «wpper, Cesso — to cease, • 

Careo — to want, Coelebs — unmarried. 

As to the first example, 

Coecus — bliyid^ 
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we have the high authority of Pott for considering it a 
compound, of which the stem is equivalent to ok, the base 
of the Greek 

0/C09 — an eye. 

That writer, however, suggested two explanations of the 
initial element — the first referring it to a mutilated form, 
ha, of the Sanskrit 

E/ca — one, 

as if ccecus denoted the one-eyed, the other referring ha 
in the negative sense to the Sanskrit interrogative fea- 
what? a connection, however, discountenanced by the 
Petersburg Dictionary, the highest authority in Sanskrit. 
Curtius, indeed, does not approve of either suggestion of 
Pott, and considers coecus to be derived from a presumable 
Indo-European stem of the form 

Skaga — shade, 

a derivation which, to the uninitiated, however, must 
appear quite as improbable as Pott's suggestion does to 
Curtius. •* 

Pott, it is true, may be in error in connecting the initial 
ca with the Sanskrit interrogative, but he appears to be 
correct in assigning to it a negative force, and its form 
may be accounted for on his favourite supposition of a 
mutilated preposition, for there may have been a variant 
of e^, of the form exa, and thence by mutilation may have 
been derived the negative prefix ha : combining this latter 
or its Latin representative ca with the stem oc — the eye, 
the resulting compound being contracted into cobc became 
the base of 

Coec-us — blind, i.e., eyeless. 
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In the case of the second example^ viz., 

Goena — a supper j a meal, 

if this were the most ancient form of the word, there 
would be no difficulty in arriving at its true explanation, 
fop by connecting the negative prefix ca with a stem 
equivalent to the Celtic 

Aoin— fasting, 

a compound would be formed equivalent in meaning to 
the French 

De-jeuner — a breakfast, 

the stem of which is 

Jeune — fasting, 

though in this case coena must have denoted an earlier 
meal than that to which the term was afterwards applied. 
But the most ancient form of the word is supposed to 
have been cesna, and not coena, and if this be so, the 
sibilant has to be accounted for. Yet this may not be 
difficult if the reteition between the letters j and z be taken 
into account, for the appearance of an initial j in the 
French jeune, and the heiim j^uniwm, leads to the infer- 
ence that there was originally an initial sibilant in the 
stem, and, in fact, a sibilant does occur in the correspond- 
ing Semitic term to express the same idea, though the 
nasal is different, making it of the form 

Tsum— ^o/os^. 

If, then, to a supposed stem with changed nasal equiva- 
lent to 

Tsun — to fast, 
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be prefixed the negative initial ca, the resulting compound 
would be of the form 

Ca-tsun — cessation of fasting, a meal, 

and this compound catswn might pass by easy stages 
through the various forms^ cetsun, ceswn, cesn} cena, cosna. 
As to the third example, namely, 

Cesso — to cease, loiter, 

the stem in this case, which is one of the least certain, 
has been already considered in a previous chapter,^ and is 
of the form a^ or a^h, afterwards weakened to 

Ess — to do, to work, 

and this stem being combined with the negative prefix 
under consideration, the result is cess, the base of 

Cesso — to cease, to stop doing. 

In the case of 

Cado — to fall, 

the stem is of the form 

Ad — to stand, 

an obsolete stem, indeed, in Indo-European languages, 
although finding a reduplicated representative in Semitic,* 
but yet leaving some indications of former existence, 
which may be traced in this way. — The notion of foot, as 
was pointed out in the third chapter,^ gave origin alike to 

^ In Syriac we have a word which written withoat vowels appears as cam 
^camavit. ' Page 88. 

» Gf. 113^ to ttand. * Page 85. 
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words denoting going and standing. Bat in Celtic is 
found the term 

Od — afooty 

as may be seen in Stokes's ' Ooideliea/ where it appears 
in the compound word odbran, and has been stated by the 
author to have that signification. Now, its relation to the 
Greek word, 

OB-OS — a way, 

seems plain, though Curtius would deduce oBo<: from an 
imaginary root, 

ES — to go. 

No doubt the original form of od, in the sense o{foot, was 
ad, and from this latter, by weakening of the vowel, came 
the forms eS and oS in the sense of going. This appears 
still more clearly when it has a labial or spirant prefixed, 
as in the Latin vado, and the Greek ^aSi^eo, whilst the 
idea of standing may be detected in ovScts — ground, that 
on which one stands, as also, perhaps, in ^aats, as if for 

Now, as from the Semitic ad — to stand, by prefixing 
a negative particle is derived — 

Maad — to stand badly, to totter, to fall, 

so from the ancient Latin ad — to stand, by prefixing the 
negative ca comes ca-ad, contracted into cad, the base 
of 

Cado — to fall. 

In like manner from a stem of the form ar, which forms 
the base of the Greek 

Ap'Keo) — to suffice. 
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hj combination with the same negative prefix is formed 
the compound 

Car-eo — not to suffice, to want. 

As to the last example, 

Coelebs — unmarried, 

the stem is not very obvious, but most probably was of 
the form , 

Al — to bind. 

It is true that this stem is not now found in a simple 
state in the classical languages, though it can be easily 
recogpiized in the Semitic family. In Greek, however, it 
may, perhaps, be detected slightly modified as entering 
into the formation of the Dorian term 

HXf^r — a shoe, 

something bound on the foot. 

From this root al, then, with weakened vowel and' 
combined with the prefix in question, came coel, the base 
of the Latin 

Coelebs — unbound, not yoked in mat^-imony. 

Before concluding our remarks on this subject, it may 
not be amiss to observe that though coelebs and coelum are 
generally supposed to have a common derivation, yet the 
fact may be questioned, and, therefore, coelum has not 
been given as an example of words compounded of the 
negative prefix ca. It is true, indeed, that by combining 
with this prefix the stem supposed to be the base of 
coelebs, and having the signification to bind, a compound 
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might be formed denoting the illimitahle or unbounded, 
and in such a way a plausible etymon might be assigned 
as the origin of codum^ But it seems preferable to give 
another account of its derivation, not deducing it either 
from the foregoing compound, nor, as is generally done, 
from the Greek 

Ko£Xo9 — hollow, 
but elaborating for it a far deeper and more recondite 
meaning, even though it prove at> variance with ordinary 
Grecian notions of a future state, and point to a purer pre- 
existing faith, and this may be done as follows — 

In the late Andrew Wilson^s ' Abode of Snow '* it is 
stated that by some eastern borderers on the great 
Himalayan range the heavens are called by the name 
Jcailas, which in signification is equivalent to ^ seat of 
happiness/ and which the author says is akin to the 
Latin coelus. It is to be regretted that the writer did 
not, in the work referred to, give an analysis of the term 
hailas, so that its component parts might be known, but 
assuming that his interpretation is correct, we may 
proceed to show how a somewhat similar significance 
may be evolved from the Latin word ccelum, and also 
from the name of heaven in soma other languages, and 
this may be done as follows — 

The Scandinavian expression for the future abode of 
happiness is 

Val-halla — hall of the chosen, 

as it is generally interpreted, the initial syllables val being 
equated with the German 

I Walh — choice, 

\ » Page 45. 
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this, however,* is probably a mistake, and the word should 
rather be represented as related to the Anglo- Saxon 

FobI — good, 

so that the compound vaUhalla would signify, not ' hall 
or abode of the chosen/ but ' abode of the good.' This 
interpretation of the syllable val seems to be confirmed 
by its usage as an epithet of the Supreme Being, who is 
called in Scandinavian idiom 

Val-fader — good father, 

not ^ choosing father/ as usually interpreted. . A further 
confirmation may be derived from the German word used 
to denote the abode of the blest. For the word so used 
seems to be compounded of heim, equivalent to the 
Anglo-Saxon ham=home, and/cei — good, whence resulted 
h&imfoel, afterwards transformed into the better known 

Himmel — heaven, i.e., home of the good. 

s 

The order of combination, indeed, is reversed in this 
word, as compared with valhalla; but the sense is the 
same ; and this is the meaning that is to be ascribed to 
the Latin word caelum, the order of composition in it 
being the same as that in valhalla, for the first element 
in the composition of coel, the base of caelum, is of the 
form cai or in Greek letters ^(aL, being akin to the base 
of the Laconian word 

' 'Kai'O^ — good, 

And if there be combined with this stem j^at, the base of 
the Greek term 

Avk'T)— habitation, place. 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



156 ON SOMIS OBSCURS PBEFIXES OF 

there results a compound which afterwards being con- 
tracted was transformed ultimately into coel the base of 

Ccel-um — the place of the good, heaven. 

This interpretation may, perhaps, be confirmed by the 
derivation of the Greek word 

O vpaV'O^ — heaven, 

a word which is not to be deduced, as is usually done, 
either from ^opo*: — a boundary^ as suggested by Aristotle, 
nor from a stem op or opv in the sense to raise, 
elevate, just as the English word heaven is supposed 
to be derived from the Anglo-Saxon 

Hebban — to raise, 

but from quite a different source, and one that will be 
best illustrated by reference to one of the Celfcip dialects. 
In the Erse language there is found the term 

Ad (pronounced, ow) — luch, fortune, 

and from this stem is formed by a very usual process in 
the same language the adjective 

Ad-mar {owar) — fortunate, happy, blessed. 

But this Celtic adjective approaches in pronunciation 
to the sound of the English word our or hour, and in 
Greek letters might be represented as 

Ovp— fortunate, blessed. 

Supposing, then, that in the parent language of 
Greece, a similar word of like meaning existed, by 
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attaching to this word ovp the very common termination 
avy denoting place, the resulting compound would in 
Greek letters appear as 

Ovpav — abode of the blesaed, 

whence the more familiar Greek term 

Ovpavo^ — heaven. 

It is true that this Greek word is identified by some with 
the Sanskrit varunay but as a writer in The Academy 
remarks^ " The functions of these deities difier widely, 
and to compare them by reason of their names only is 
confounding comparative mythology with comparative 
grammar/' 

Other names for heaven in other languages might also be 
shown to be founded on the same principle, and to involve 
the same meaning, as the Zend asmam,, the Hebrew 
shamayim, and even the English heaven, but it would 
lead us too far from our subject to discuss them now, 
and therefore the reader's attention must be invited to 
a different class of negative prefixes to that already 
discussed, namely, to 

Negative Prefixes with Initial Labial. 

The class of negative prefixes commencing with a 
labial, like those commencing with a guttural, have 
hitherto attracted little or no notice, yet that such 
prefixes existed will appear beyond question on attentive 
consideration, although there is much uncertainty as to 
the vowel following the initial consonant, if, indeed, the 

o 
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vowel belongs to it at all. Instances of its usage may be 
observed in such words as 

Ma)/>09 — heedless, fatuous, M ta»/6) — to discolour, stain, 
TAeipaa — to divide, Mvptoi — innumerable, 

MvOo^ — a myth, fable. 

And here, before proceeding to analyze these several 
compounds, it may not be amiss to remark, that though 
the origin of the uegative prefix be involved in obscurity, 
yet that circumstance does not invalidate the fact of 
its existence; as to account for any fact, is quite a 
different thing from proving that such a fact exists. In 
this case various suggestions might be offered as to the 
origin of the negative. It might be supposed that as the 
negative particle Ni; enters into composition in such 
forms as 

N^X€i;9 — without pity, iirfV€fio<; — without wind, calm, 

so the negative firj might do so likewise with other 
stems. Or, again, as in Sanskrit there is a negative 
prefix vi^ and in Persian a negative prefix hi, so. by 
change of labial or spirant might have arisen a Greek 
negative prefix fii, and certainly in the example fiiaivm 
the negative prefix seems to have assumed that form. 

Or, once more, the prefix may be a fragment of a 
prepositional form afi or ifi, as the prefix k was supposed 
to be a fragmentary form of €k or exa. 

But, as was said, whatever its origin may have been, 
there seems little doubt of its existence. 

This being premised, let us take for examination the 
first example, viz., 

Ma)/>09 — heedless, fatuous, 
^ Suppose to be from dvi. 
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and bearing in mind that in Greek is found the term 

Upa — heed, care. 

It will be seen that by attaching to this latter a negative 
labial prefix such as that under consideration, the result 
is 

Ma)/)09 — heedless, fatrwus, 

i.e., without heed or care. 
In like manner, taking as the stem the verb 

"SiipoD-r-lo connect, join, 

and adopting the same prefix, the result is 

M-€ipa> — to disconnect, to divide. 

In a similar way may be analyzed the words 

MiaivQ) — to stain, dwcolour, Mvpioi — innumerable, 
MvOo^ — a myth, 

for though the bases of these compounds are not now 
found in Gh'eek as we possess it, yet their former existence 
may be conjectured from other languages where analogous 
stems exist. It would appear, then, that in the case of 
ficaivo), which in its original meaning meant to discolour, 
the stem, which was of the form aiv, signified simply 
colour, and corresponded to the Semitic 

Ayn — colour, 

and combining this stem with the negative prefix fit the 
result is the base of 

Mi-aiV'O) — to discolour, stain. 
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In the case of 

Mvptoi — innumerable^ 

the base is a word denoting number, as in the Welsh 
compound 

An-eiri — numberless, 

although the negative prefix is different. 
Now, in Hiberno-Celtic is found, the verb 

Air^ — number, 

as also the noun 

Airiom {ariv) — number, 

to which latter if there be attached the common Irish 
negative prefix mio, the resulting compound is 

Mio-airiom — numberless, 

and this compound, being pronounced muriv, will lead us 
to understand how from a kindred stem connected with 
€ip'(o—ta' count, by union with a similar negative prefix, 
was formed in the parent language of Greece the com- 
pound form from which originated the term 

MvpLOL — innum£rable, 

though Curtius derives it from an imaginary stem 

Mur — to swarm, 

a stem, indeed, which he admits is nowhere found, yet 
he might have been helped to the formation of such a 

* Cf. eip-u> —to county tell. 
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stem by supposing a combination of the negative prefix 
we have been considering with the stem of 

TSiip'O) — to tell, to number, 

giving the sense of innumerable, swarmdng. 

By combining with a similar stem another negative 
prefix, represented in Irish by neam, is formed a com- 
pound which seems to have given origin to the Latin 
numerus, which literally signified not number, but 
numberless. 
With regard to the last example 

Mi;^09 — a myth, a fable, 

the stem is allied to ed for aeO, considered in the second 
chapter (page 52) and which signified /ac^, i.e. something 
true, really done, and by combining this stem with the 
negative prefix, and by mutation of vowel the result 
became the base of 

Mi;^09 — not fact, untrue, a myth, a fable. 

The form of the vowel in this example and that which 
preceded it, might lead to the inference that a Greek 
negative prefix fit like a corresponding negative prefix 
mi in Celtic, had under certain circumstanpes a variant of 
the form fiio which merged in combination into fiv. 

In the Latin language there are traces of a similar 
negative prefix, although not quite so distinct as in the 
case of Greek. Two instances, at least, may be cited, 
namely, 

Mulus — a mule, Mutus, dumb, 

thoTigh, in attempting to analyze them, resource must be 
had to other languages to ascertain the stems. Bearing, 
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theiij in mind how largely the Celtic element entered into 
the composition and derivation of the ancient language of 
Italy, the reader may, by the aid of that element, trace 
the stem from which, by combination with the negative 
prefix in question, the Latin word mulus is formed, and 
this on the supposition that the term is expressive of 
the stubborn disposition so characteristic of the animal 
denoted by it; for in Hiberno- Celtic is found the word 

Umal {ul) — obedient y 

to which, if there be attached the negative labial prefix 
mio, the resulting compound in Irish is 

Mio- t/mal {myul) — disobedient , 

and to a somewhat similar origin is to be traced the Latin 
word mulus. 

In like manner, combining with the same prefix a stem 
equivalent to the Sanskrit 

Vat — to speak, 

and which may be supposed to have existed in the parent 
of the Latin language, the resulting compound would 
form the base of the Latin word 

Mutus — dumb, speechless. 

In the classical languages, however, negative prefixes 
with initial labial are not confined to the particular labial 
we have been considefing. There is another form, the 
initial letter of which is tt or p, and which may be a muti- 
lated remnant of air or aTro. Examples of its use in 
Greek may in such words as 

Tlavpo^ — 'few, IIcopo? — blind, 

llavcj — to make, to cease, Hrcwp^o? — poor. 
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The base of the first example corresponds to a stem so 
frequently referred to of the form ap^ which, amongst 
other meanings, signifies number , and if in this sense it 
be combined with the negative prefix represented by ir 
with a vowel, the resulting compound gives origin to 

Ilai/p-o? — 'few, not numerous. 

K the sense of ' estimation/ also attached to this stem, 
be preferred,* the signification would be ' of no account/ 
and would suit the sense of ' small.' 
In the case of 

Jlavco — to cause to cease, 

the stem is also one already considered, namely, 

Aft)* — to do, to work, 

which, joined to the negative prefix and suffering muta- 
tion of vowel, becomes iravo) — to cause to cease. In like 
maimer 7r(opo<; — blind, is derived by me^ns of a negative 
prefix from 

Opao) — to see, 

being equivalent to not seeing, i.e., blind. 
The last example, however, namely, 

TItoo^o^ — -poor, 

-will require some more attention to elucidate its origin, 
though it may be deemed presumptuous to contravert the 
usually accepted etymon, which would deduce it from 

JlTcoaaa) — fo cower, to fear, 

* Page 30. » Cf. Sanskrit Arh— estimation, 

» Page 36. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



164 ON SOME OBSCURE PREFIXES O? 

This etymon, however, though long accepted, seems 
strangely far-fetched, and a much more apt and simple 
one may be suggested from a Celtic analogy. In Hiberno- 
Celtic there are found the forms, 

To«? — wealth, riches, ToA<?eaQ — rich, wealthy, 

to the latter of which, if we may suppose a negative p 
prefixed, the resulting compound would be of the form 

Ptogeac — not rich, i.e., poor, 

and in a similar way the Greek tttcd^o? may be imagined to 
have been formed, even though there is not now found in 
Greek a word of the form 

Tft);^-o9 — rich, 

yet that such a form may have existed seems possible 
from a combination of the intensive dental prefix to with 
the stem of the verb 

T&X'^ — to have, possess, 

making a compound ro-ex contracted into t©;^ and form-" 
ing the base of 

Ta>X'0<; — having possessions, rich. 

The derivation thus suggested for irTtoxo^ makes that 
word to correspond in signification to the Latin 

In-ops — not wealthy, i.e., poor, 

although the negative prefix is.difi'erent. 

There is, however, to be found in Latin, as well as in 
Greek, a negative prefix represented by the labial letter^. 
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With or without a vowel following, as in the following 
examples : — 

Paulus — little, Pateo — to open, 

Pauper — poor, Piger— «Zotr, indolent. 

The first, indeed, being akin to the Greek iravpo^, and of 
similar origin, cannot be regarded as an independent 
evidence of the existence of this prefix. 
The second example, however. 

Pauper — pocr, 

is not liable to the same objection. In its case the stem 
is of the form aup, akin to op in opes, from which stem, 
by a common formation, came the now unused form auper 
— wealthy, to which the negative prefix being attached 
the result was 

P-auper — not wealthy, poor. 

In considering the origin of the next example, viz., 

Pateo — to open, 

we must bear in mind that the idea involved is the same 
as in the Latin verb, 

Re-cludo — to unclose, to open, 

and the stem, which is of the form at, and which has 
Semitic relatives, may be akin to the Sanskrit 

Yoet — to shut, 

and to the Celtic iat of like signification. To this stem at, 
if a negative initial p be prefixed, the result is the base of 

Pateo — to unclose, to open. 
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In the last example^ 

Piger — slow, indolenty 

the underlying idea is want of activity, the base being 
akin to that of 

Ag-o — to do, act, 

whence with a negative prefix and weakened vowel came 
the base of 

Piger — inactive, slow. 

But whilst in Latin there are negative prefixes repre- 
sented by the labial, m and p, it is to be observed there 
is none represented by b. There is, however, a n^ell- 
known negative prefix of the form ve, as in vecors, 
vesanus, which is supposed akin to the Sanskrit negative 
vi, appearing in such words as 

Vi-daha — Incorporeal, Vi-kosa — without gain, 

and which it is thought was originally of the form of 
dvi, and appears in Greek as St. 

In Persian, indeed, there is a negative prefix beginning 
with the letter h of the form hi, as in 

Bi-aman — unmerciful, from — aman— mercy, 
Bi-nazir — unequalled, from — ^nazir- — equal. 

And if an inference can be drawn from a single instance, 
it is possible that a similar prefix is found in 

Be^ato^ — steady, not moving, 
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regarding the word not as a reduplicate form but as a 
compound whose stem is akin to 

Bao) — to go, 

and to which a negative prefix has been attached. 

Negative Prefixes with Initial Sibi^iANt. 

Prefixes with initial sibilant are not common in either 
Greek or Latin. In the latter language^ indeed, there is 
a well-known prefix of the form «e, as in securics, and 
which need not be dwelt upon, but in Greek a negative 
initial sibilant may be traced in the following : — 

'Ziyaco — to be silent, ^Koirrf — silence, 
^Travo^ — scarcity, X)(p\i] — rest, leisv/re, 

although it is doubtful whether the negative in the 
examples in the upper line be akin to those in the lower. 
In the case of 

^iya(o — to he silent, 

the stem was one mentioned by Curtius of the form 

Agh^^o speak, 

which, by weakening the vowel, and having a negative 
prefixed became the base of 

Xiyao) — not to speak, to he silent. 

In like manner from a stem akin to ott in o^^ — voice, 
by intensification of vowel, and prefixing of negative, is 
formed the base of 

St-cDTT-iT — absence of sound, silence. 
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In the case of 

'SiTravo^^ — scarcity, 

the stem is akin to the Celtic 

Ana — ab undan ce, 

it appears^ too^ with a simple negative labial and 
weakened vowel in 

IleV'Ofiai — to he poor, 

and the initial a in (nravo^ may be but an accretion on 
the original labial negative. 
In like manner in regard to 

Xx^Xr^^-resty leisure, 

The initial sibilant may be but accretive on an original 
negative guttural such as we have already considered. 
The stem being of the form aX, related to the Sanskrit 

Hal — to labour, 

whence, by addition of the negative guttural, came ;^aX, 
as found in 

Xa\-€7ro9 — difficilis, not to he done, 

and by accretion of the sibilant, and weakening, of the 
vowel 

X'XpXrf — absence of woric, rest, leisure, 

Negative Prefixes with Initial Dental. 
The dental n, with a vowel following, is so well-known 

1 Would it be too hazardous to suppose a similar Degative air in ^V'lvSnt ? 
C£. our English ** Look-alive.^' 
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as a negative prefix in both Greek and Latin, that it is not 
necessary to dwell upon it. The dental d, also with a 
vowel, is a very common negative prefix in Latin, though 
scarcely known as such in Greek. But a negative prefix 
represented by the dental t, although traceable in both 
Greek and Latin words, has scarcely ever been remarked 
upon. Instances of such a prefix being used may be 
found in Greek in such words as 

TaTretvo^ — low, Trj/co)^ — to pine away. 

The stem in the former being akin to the base of 

At7r-i;9 — highy 

and in the latter the stem being of the form a/c, and 
related to the base of 

A/C'firj — bhoniy vigour. 

Examples of the usage of this negative dental prefix 
may be traced in Latin in the words 

Tabeo — to pine, Taceo — to be silent, 

Tsedet — it irketh. 

In all these examples, indeed, the stems are to be 
sought in Greek words rather than in Latin. But there 
need be no difficulty on that score, as has been already 
observed; accordingly the stem of the first example, which 
is generally equated with that of the Greek t^/c®, is 
rather referred to*a form afi, the Doric guise of rf/3, the 
base of 

H/SdQy — to bloom, 

* rificw — to melt, seems to have a different origin, riz., tett^-hot (Ir.). 
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and this stem^ combined with the negative dental prefix, 
gave origin to 

Tabeo — to pine, to fail in bloomy 

in like manner a stem ac^ akin to the Greek ax in 

Aj^-eo) — to soundy utter voice, 

with a similar negative prefix, was the source of 

Taceo — to he silent, voiceless, 

whilst in the third instance, a stem in the parent lan- 
guage of Italy, and akin to the Greek 

HSi;9 — sweet, 'pleasant, 

combined with a negative dental t gave origin to a form 
teed, the base of the Latin 

Taedet — it irheth, is uiipleasant. 

Note. 

Ki^roc, a vJhaXe^ may be thus derived : In the Welsh language one of the 
words Qsed to denote a whale is morjoflrchy literally a seor-horse, bnt if the 
order of combination be reversed the equivalent of this in Irish is eoc-goot, 
and if the final dental were unaspirated this compound, expressed in 
Greek letters, aa pronounced would appear as cici^r, from which if the initial 
vowel be dropped the residuum is ici^r, the base of Ktir-og, a whaU or large 
movrine ammal. To a similar origin, in the parent language of both Greek 
and Latin, may Ktirog be probably referred. 

In like manner, from an abbreviated form of the same initial syllable ara 
to be derived the words jctWoc, cm ass, i.e. a slow horse, KafitiXoc, a camel, 
i.e. a humped horsCj Ktifiosy a horse nrnzzU; and possibly the word Kivravpos, 
a Centaury i.e. man horse. 

The last example, however, may need some further explication. In Irish, 
then, is found the term 

Arrac — a Centa^tr, 

^ Cf. the Latin eq-tts, and Greek ikkoq — a horse. 
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Bat this is plainly a corraption of the compound 
Fear-eac — man horse, 

and reversing the order of combination, and inserting the term aonb for 
wmta — imited, joined, the resulting compound is 

Eac-aont-fear — mom amd horse wnitedy 

bat this compound, represented as pronounced in Greek letters, becomes 
€K£VTavp, whence came Ktvravp, the base of ic£vr«wpoc— o Centcmr. 

Further, it may be conjectured that an initial vowel has dropped from the 
word yvvii, a womwn, which is not to be derived from yiv, as Curtias and 
others suppose, but is of different origin and probably a compound allied 
to the Celtic 

Ag-bhun-theach=«iiindtn(;f the hovMt i.e. housewife. 

The Celtic combination would be pronounced a^wunac^ from which by 
dropping the initial vowel comes gvmnac or gvowMik^=^th% Greek yvvatK^ 
whilst the nominative yvvti is an abbreviation, simply equivalent to ag-hhun 
— i.e. the minder or howekeeper, 

'AiK^otK, the base of oiKo^^house? 



END OF CHAPTER V. 
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ON 

CERTAIN AFFIXES OF COMPOSITION 
IN GREEK AND LATIN. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Having^ in the preceding chapters of these notes, 
considered the case of certain little observed prefixes of 
composition in Greek and Latin, it remains now to make 
some remarks on a few affixes which are deserving of 
attention, and to point out how their usage may receive 
illustration from other members of th.e Indo-European 
family in which a similar mode of formation obtains. The 
following may be selected for consideration, namely, 

1. Those adjectival affixes in which the liquid I is 
preceded by a vowel, making, as the vowel Varies, the 
affixes al, el, il, ol, or ul ; 

2. Those in which the liquid r is preceded by a vowel 
making the affixes ar or er ; 

3. Those of the form id, aidh or aidhe ; 

4. Those of the form ac ; 

5. And certain which cannot be called adjectival, but 
which assist in the formation of substantives. 

In considering these adjectival affixes, it must be here 
observed that in the case of the classical languages the 
mode of formation by means of them is somewhat 



Digitized by 



Googk 



COMPOSITION IN GREEK AND LATIN. 173 

obscured by the terminal syllable which succeeds it, and 
which is, in fact, a second affix added on to the first. In 
Latin it is of the form is, and in Greek 09 or eo9. 

This being premised a few examples may be given, e.g., 
in Latin. 

Ann-oZ-is — from — annus, 

Fid-eZ-is — from — fides, 

Ag-t7-is — from — ago. 

And in Greek such derivatives as^ 

^Af-a\-€09 — from — Af-a>, 
AeifL-aX-eo^ — from — Aeifia, 
A6'^a\-€09 — ^from — Ai'^lra, 
0a/)<r-a\-eo9 — from — Sapao^. 

That the terminations is and €09 are, as was stated, 
secondary formatives, appears from other languages 
having this afformative affix without the extra appendage ; 
as, for example, the Welsh, where are found such deri- 
vatives as 

Gwr-ol — manly, from — gwr — a man, 
Mab-eiwl— filial, from — mab — a son, 
Oes-ol — aged, from — oes — a>ge, 
Tad-ol— /a^AerZy, from — tad — a father. 

In like manner in Anglo-Saxon are to be met with such 
formations as 

Deag-el — coloured, from — deag — colour, 
Fret-ol — greedy, from — fret-an — to eat, 
Gif-ol — liberal, from — gif-an — to give. 

In Sanskrit, indeed, the vowel a follows the affix, 
making it of the forms ala, ila, and ula, as in 

* See note A. 
P 
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Cap-aZ-a — movahle, from — cap — to move, 
Puj-i7-a — worshipful, from — puja— toor^Aip, 
Band-uZ-a — bound, from — band — to bind. 

In Irish^ again^ are found sucli formatives as 

Uisgiuil — watery, from — ^uisge — water, 
Maigioil — affected — ^from — 'maig — affectation. 

And these latter, perhaps^ lead to the true explanation 
of the origin of the s\ffix in question, for both have an 
alternative form in eamhuil, which signifies like, and in 
pronunciation is almost a monosyllable, and which merges 
occasionally into iuil. The form iuil, however, is very 
rare, whilst the longer form in eamhuil or amhuil is very 
common, as in the following examples :^ 

Buil-eamhuil — mad, from — buile — madness, 
Cailc-eamhail — chalkey, from — cailc — chalk, 
Dath-amhuil — co loured, from — dath — co lour, 
Fear-amhuil — manly, from — ^fear — a man, 
Geag-eamhuil — branching, from — geag — a branch. 

Now it appears that whilst in Irish the full form amhail, 
or amhuil, is usually written, although nor pronounced as 
written, other languages exhibit the abbreviated form in 
their orthography, representing it, as we have seen, under 
the various forms of al, el, il, ol, ul. Yet bearing in 
mind how frequently the labials b and m were inter- 
changed, and that when aspirated in Irish they are 
intermutable, it is not exceeding the limits of legitimate 
conjecture, to suppose that the Latin formative in abil, in 
such words as amabilis, cantabilis, may be a substitute 
for the Celtic formative amhuil. 
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Formative Affixes in ar and er. 

Another formative affix in the classical languages of 
Greece and Rome, is of the form ar or er, though obscured 
as in the preceding case by an additional syllable, which 
is wanting in the corresponding formative in other Indo- 
European tongues. Examples of its use, in the guise of 
(W or ap in Greek, are presented by such words as 

kKi-ap-o^ — salted, KoTrt-ap-o^ — wearying, 

I\-ap-09 — cheerful, AiTr-ap-of; — 'fatty, 

Ka^-ap-09 — -pure, Xo^-ap-of: — haughty, 

KXaS-a/o-09 — fragile, 4>\i;-a/o-o9 — babbling. 

The mode of formation may be easily understood from 
the last of the foregoing examples, where the stem is of 
the form <^\i;, the base of 

4>\i;-ai — to babble, 

to which stem if there be added the formative suffix ap 
the result is ^\vap, from whence, by the adjunction of 
the common termination 09, is formed the word in question, 
^Xvapo^, 

In like manner from the verb <to^€<o is derived aojSapo^:, 
whilst from the stems of a\9 and \t7r09 are respectively 
deduced a\iap'0<; and \t7r-ap-09. 

In the case, however, of 

Kaff-ap'O^ — pure, 

the stem xaff is not so obvious in Grreek, though as was 
pointed out in a preceding chapter, it may be equated 
with the Celtic 

Cath — vdnnow, 
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and though there is not now any Greek verb KaOfd with 
the signification winnow, yet there is evidence to show 
how such a form could have existed^ and have given 
origin to the adjective 

KaO-ap'O^ — •pure, clean, i.e., well winnowed. 

In the first place, in Greek are still found the forms 

H^G)— ^0 sift, mnnow, XijO-o) — to bolt, sift, 

the Doric form of the former of these would be 

AO'Cci^ — to sift, winnow, 

which is obviously derived from ao) through the interme- 
diate form aedfo, and gave origin to 

AO-ap-a — groats, 

the residuum left after sifting meal. 

But to the form a0a>, according to Thessalian usage, 
a kappa might be prefi^ed^ and then it would assume 
the form of the supposed verb 

Kaff-m — to sift, winnow. 

Nay, further, there is another Greek term to express 
the notion of winnowing, and that is the verb 

AiKfiao) — to winnow, sift, 

and, although at first sight it might appear a hopeless 
task to attempt to connect this word with that which has 
been just considered, yet it may not only be done, but 
the doing of it may lead to the true origin of both. 

1 In Sanskrit is found vie — wvnnow— hut this is for ov-te — ^a secondary 
form from au>. 
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In the first place, then, XcKfiao) appears to be a trans- 
position for \ififca(Oy and this latter a softened form, by 
change of nasal and contraction, from the compound 
Xiav'Kao) ; in which the first component is the intensive 
particle Xvap — much, very ; and the second is the verb 
KotOy the primitive form of 

KaO'O) — to winnow. 

Now, in Celtic there is not merely a verb 

Cath — to winnow, 

bat also a noun of the same form denoting the part 
separated from the grain by the process of winnowing, 
namely, 

Cath — chaff or husks, 

and analogies to both words seem to have existed in 
the parent language of Greek, as may^ be judged from 
certain derivatives which imply them. Thus, as was 
pointed out in the second chapter,^ from a stem Ka6, in 
the sense of to winnow, %j softening of the initial guttural 
and prefixing an intensive vowel, may be deduced 

A-7a^-09 — good, i.e., pure, welUwinnowed. 

Whilst, if it be borne in mind that the Celtic form cath 
had a variant in the guise of caith, and that the aspirated 
dental is silent, so that in pronunciation this word would 
sound like the Greek x^h an easy origin is given for 
the Greek 

Xa£-o9 — good, genuine, 

» Page 53. 
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being analogous to that of a/yaOo^, i.e., winnowed, pure. 
It appears^ then, that both these Greek words ;)^ato9 and 
ayaffo^ are deducible from a stem analogous to the Celtic 
verb 

Cath — to winnow. 

Now, taking the Celtic substantive of the same form, 
viz., 

Cath — chaff, husk, 

and adding to it respectively the comnoion Celtic forma- 
tives ach and mha/r, the results are of the form 

Cathach — chaffy, 
Cathmhar — chaffy, 

but these adjectives, written in Greek letters as they are 
pronounced, would appear as KaK and /cavp, and in this 
shape form the base of two equivalent Greek words 

KaKo^^:^Kavpo^ — bad, i.e., chaffy, not pure. 

Implying that these words originated among an 
agricultural people, whose ideas of good and bad were 
influenced by the purity of their grain, or the reverse. 

But farther still, by adding another common formative 
to the stem cath — chaff, or its variant caith, the result is 

Caith-eamh — chaffy, 

and this word approximates in pronunciation to what' 
might be expressed in Greek letters by kokJ), but this 
latter by phonetic change was transformed into icovfp, 
and in this stage became the base of the well-known 

Kov<f)'0<;— light, i.e., like chaff. 
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Whether ieo(f)tpo^ — a lashety has any relation to this stem 
may be worth considering, the name being derived from 
the lightness of the basket^ or the use to which it was 
applied. 

But to return to the formative affix ap, it may be 
observed that the vowel in this formative is sometimes 
weakened in Greek, so that it appears as ep, as in 

BXa^-ep'O^ — hurtful, I-€/o-o9 — sacred, 

ro-e/o-09 — mournful, ^av-ep-o^ — manifest. 

In the case of three of these examples^ the stems are 
sufficiently plain, being akin to fi\aj3ij, yoaa>, and ^atvoD, 
respectively, so that it is not necessary to dwell upon 
them ; but the stem of the remaining one, namely, 

I-6/)-09 — sacred, 

will need a few words of explanation. In a former chapter 
it was pointed out that it was allied to the Sanskrit 

I — to pray 9 

so that in its first meaning £€/c}-09 denoted given to prayer, 
and thence sacred} On this derivation the idea of a 
sacrificial priesthood would be dissociated from the origin 
of the word lepev^, and it is a strange coincidence that 
when Commodore Perry's Squadron first visited Japan, 
the Chaplain was designated by the Japanese as ' the 
praying man.' 

To the derivation proposed for lepo^, however, it may 
be objected that the aspirate in the Greek word implies a 
former sibilant initial. Yet this may easily be accounted 

1 Professor Sayce considers the notion of sacred derived from that of 
strong ! and connects upog with the Sanskrit is/iiros.— Introduction, 2-136. 
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for by supposing that from an original stem, i — to pray, 
was formed an intensive €<r't of like meaning, and this 
latter, by loss of the initial vowel, becomes ci, and this 
again ultimately issues in the simple vowel with the 
aspirate. 

This process will appear somewhat analogous to changes 
of the Latin preposition »me, which corresponds to the 
Sanskrit hina — ^dthout, but both sibilant and aspirate 
disappearing along with the final vowel, the residuum is 
the negative prefix in, as in in-ops — poor. But this again 
gives place to a simple vowel, as in 

I-gnarns — ignorant. 

This being understood, the reader vrill be in a position to 
comprehend how the word t€/oo9 in the sense of huge, 
immense, may be of quite a different origin from lepo^ — 
sacred, for the initial vowel in 

1-6/0-09 — immsnse, • 

is to be regarded as a negative prefix corresponding to that 
in ignarus, whilst the stem is akin to the prolific root ap, 
being its weakened form, 

Ejo — limit, measure, 

so that literally the compound i-ep-o^ coiTesponds to the 
Latin immensus. 

Another signification attached to the stem ap or €/> we 

saw was that of number, or eMimation, and if this sense 

were preferred to that of limit, then the phrase lepop icvfui 

might correspond in some degree to what JElschylus calls 

*' TiovTLcov T€ Kv/iarayv 

AvrfpiOjiov yeXaa/jua/^^ 

* Prometheus Vinctus, 90. 
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It would not, however, agree so well with the phr&se tepo^ 
iX^v^y as the explanation first suggested. " 

It is worthy of remark that in the Turkish language is 
found the term 

Lri — large. 

Having now seen the usage of the formative aflSx ap or 
€p in Greek, we may proceed to illustrate its origin from 
other sources. 

In Hibemo- Celtic, then, is found the term 

Aon-ap — alone, 

which is compos^ of the stemword 
Aon — one, 

and the formative affix ar, which is an abbreviation from 
the more usual formative bar, or mar, signifying a^, or 
like. But this formative, when the labial is aspirated, as 
is always the case in words compounded of it, is pro- 
nounced as if written war, or var, a circumstance serving 
to connect it with the Persian formative war, or va/r, as in 

Amid-war — hopeful, Jan-war — having life, 

from the respective stems, amid — hope, and jan — life. 
Instances of the use in the fuller form in Irish are supplied 
by such words as 

Agh'mhBT---fortunate, from — Agh— fortune, 
Ciall-mhar — sensible^ from — Ciall — sense. 

and with bhar for mhar, 

Feol-bhar— ^e«%, from — ieol— flesh, 
Neart-bhar — strong y f ro m — neart — strength. 
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This mode of formation is common in German also> as 
appears from such words as 

Acht-bar — respectable, Favcht-hav'-f earful, 
Ehr-bar — honourable, (Jang-bar — passable, 

all derived by the addition of the formative ba/r to the 
respective stems^ acht, ehre, furcht, gangen. In Latin, 
too, a modified form of this affix may be traced in such 
words as 

Salu-ber — healthful, from salus — health, 

and as this word saluber has a variant of the form 
salubris, it may be inferred that other words ending in 
bris, as funebris, lugubris, had also variants ending ber, 
as occurs in the names of the last three months of the 
year. The termination ber as an afformative may also 
be observed in the adjective creber — frequent. 

Examples of the abbreviated formative in ar are not 
found in Latin in a simple state, but it may be traced, 
somewhat disguised, by an added syllable, which latter 
is at times preceded by the vowel i, and which in such 
cases is to be attributed to another mode of formation to 
be considered hereafter. This being understood, to this 
mode of formation may be referred such Latin words as 
epul-ar-is, famul-ar-is, figul-ar-is, milit-ar-is, salut-ar-is, 
vulg-ar-is, &c. 

As also some examples terminating in vs, preceded by 
a vowel, as, e,g., 

Aqu-ar-ius— from— aqua, Oib-ar-ius— from — gibus. 

And here it may be observed that though the Latin 
terminations aris and alls are generally considered but 
variants of each other, used respectively, as the stem has, 
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or has not, the letter I preceding the termination, yet this 
seems to be a mistaken notion, the terminal afformatives 
being truly distinct, the one represented in Celtic by bar 
or mar, and the other by amhuil, contracted into al, and 
both having the appendage is added, but without any 
radical connection. 



Formative Affixes in id, idhe, or aidhe. 

A mode of formation observable in the classical lan- 
guages is by adding the syllable id to the stem, though in 
respect of Latin Mr. Roby gives a different account of this 
afformative, classing it under the head of formatives in do, 
as if the vowel in the syllable id belonged to the stem, 
and not to the aiformative. It will be seen, however, 
from the analogy of other languages that the explanation 
now suggested is most probably correct, and that the 
syllable id is really formative. Examples of its use in 
Latin appear in such words as rap-id-us, luc-id-us, 
tum-id-us, from the stems respectively of rapio, luceo, 
tumeo. 

This mode of formation, too, is not unknown in Greek, 
but in that language is used chiefly in Patronymics, as in 

AapSav^iS-ao and II piafi'iS'ai, from AapSavo^ and 
Tlpta^o<^. 

Correspondent to this are Celtic formations in id, idhe, 
aidhe, or uidhe, all which are of frequent occurrence as 
in the Irish 

Buir-idh — bellowing, Ceill-idhe — sensible, 

Deir-idh — hindmost, Bagl-idhe — abject, 

Dligh-idh — just, perfect, Sior-uidhe — eternal. 
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In all these examples^ the dental being aspirated loses 
its sound, and to an union of this form of affix with that 
just considered, namely, ar, is due the Latin afformative 
ari, used instead of the simple ar in si^ch derivatives as 
aquariuSi ferrarius, &c. 

By the aid of this afformative we may trace to very 
interesting results derivatives of the simple stem 

I — "knowledge. 
In Irish this stem has a variant of the form 
Aoi — Tcnowledge^ 

from which, by means of the formative in question, is 
deduced the derivative 

Aoidhe — a knowing^ skilful person ; 

a word which is pronounced somewhat like the stem 
am, from which it is derived. Moreover, by prefixing to 
this derivative the intensive particle derzzveryf the result 
is the compound 

Der-aoidhe — very lea/med, or skilful, 

and this compound, being shortened by elision of the 
vowel of the prefix, becomes 

Draoidhe — very learned, a Druid. 

It is true that the Irish term for Druid is generally 
written Draoi. But that the fuller form above given is 
more correct will appear from the derivatives. 

Draoidheachd — Druidical worship, 
Draoidheacht — bewitch, enchant. 

Moreover it is somewhat remarkable that the form 
Aoidhe — a knowing, skilful person, 
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presents a curious resemblance to the Greek 

AolSo<; — a charmer, 

a word, indeed^ generally derived from aeiSo) — to sing, 
though such a derivation may be justly doubted. 

It would appear, then, that the word Druid is not to 
be deduced from the Greek Spv<; — an oak, as some think, 
but from the Celtic combination above given, and this 
will be further confirmed by the Welsh 

Der-wyddon — the Druids, 

which though at first sight appearing to make against 
the suggestion, yet really strengthens it, for the derivation 
of the word Derwyddon is not what is generally supposed, 
namely from 

Deru-gwydd — an oah tree, 

but from the intensive prefix der combined with the 
Welsh word 

Gwyddon — a user of witchcraft, 

a word which bears a strong resemblance to the Hebrew 
Tid'oni — a wizard. 

Whilst both seem related to the Greek 
'EiSco — to know. 

Affoemativbs in ac or ach. 

Another mode of adjectival formation common to the 
classical languages of Greece and Rome, is by adding the 
syllable a>c to the stem, as for instance in Greek :— 



Digitized by 



Googk 



186 ON GEBTAIN AFriX£S OF 

Aaifiovi-ax-o^f from — ^acfiav. 
nXovo-i-a/c-o^j from — UXovaLo^:, 

and in Latin 

Aud-ac-is (Audax), from audeo, 
Cap-ac-is (Capax), from capio^ 
Cori-ac-eus, from corium. 

A similar mode of formation takes place in the Erse 
language^ wherein appear such derivative forms as 

Bron -ach — sorrowful, from — bron — sorrow, 
Buidhe-ach — thankful, from — baidhe — thanks, 
Dreach-ach — -figured, from — dreach — a figure, 
Fearg'Sch-^— angry, from — fearg — anger » 

In the case of the last two afformatives there appears to 
be a relation to the Greek eiB-o^ and ecK-ay, whilst in the 
two preceding the relation is to the Latin similis and pat*^, 
all the affirmatives implying similarity or likeness. 

But whilst the afformatives hitherto considered are of 
a positive effect, there is some evidence that at least one 
afformative in both Greek and Latin is of a negative 
kind. In reference to Latin this was mentioned in the 
second chapter, where it was suggested that a negative 
formative allied to the preposition €k was affixed to the 
stem and coalesced with it, so that from an — to breathe, 
came the compound anec — to deprive of breathing, thus 
giving rise to two different verbs, eneco, and ango ; the 
first by weakening the initial vowel, and the second by 
softening the palatel c to g and dropping the second 
vowel. In like manner it was shown that from man, the 

^ The labial being changed — Bee note B. 
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stem of manus — a hand, by addition of the negative 
affix came manec and by contraction mane, the base of 

Manc-us — maimed, wanting a hand. 

A similar process appears to have taken place in certain 
Greek derivative words — e.g., in 

•A-7X-® — io choke, 

which is formed like the Latin ango from the stem 

An — to breathe, 

and from this stem written in Greek characters, and having 
the negative €k attached, arises avex contracted into apK 
and by phonetic change ajx the base of ay)(^a). 
In like manner from the stem of 

Tlv€<0 — to breathe, 

by addition of ex, softening of k to y, and change of vowel 
comes 

Tlpty-o) — to choke, deprive of breath. 

Nor is such mode of composition peculiar to Greek and 
Latin. In Sanskrit the preposition hina=without, is 
used as a negative affix as e.g,, in vaggina, i.e. 
Vac-hina — without voice, 

and in like manner in Turkish is found a negative forma- 
tive affix consisting of the preposition 8iz=without, as in 

Su-siz — without water. 

Affirmatives in mor, or mohr. 
In Celtic the word mor signifies great, and it is of fre- 
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quent use in composition^ as may be seen in the familiar 
English dress of 

Clay-more — a large sword, 

or in the soubriquet of Malcolm King of Scotland, i.e.. 

Can-more— Zargfe head. 

In their Gaelic form, however, the affomiative appears as 
mhoT, pronounced wr, or wor, and lapsing into or ; and to 
an analogous mode of formation in the parent language 
of Italy, Professor Geddes would ascribe the afformative 
syllable or in such Latin words, as can-or-its, son-or-us} &c. 
To a similar origin may be ascribed the termination 
fiapo^ in certain Greek words, as in 

lSiyj(^L-fia)po^ — spear fighting , ^iva-iicopoi — mischievous , 
IcD-fiaypo^ — a braggart, JJXaKo-fiaypo^ — loud harldng. 

In the first of these examples the meaning is iising large 
spears, and not spear fighting, as commonly interpreted. 
In the second the sense depends on the origin assigned 
to *©, whether it be supposed to represent to9 — an arrow, 
or va — a voice. In the former case it must be considered 
equivalent to our English phrase for boasting, or romanc- 
ing, i.e., drawing the long how. In the other two cases 
the signification is sufficiently plain, in the former denot- 
ing very mischievous, and in the latter loud barking. 

In a few instances the Celtic mor seems represented in 
Greek by top, as in 

TleX-ayp — a monster, a prodigy,^ 

1 This, however, is scoated bj another professor, whose utterances are 
not always infallible, if a critic in the Academy is to be believed. 
3 Cf . Sanskrit Pil — to he amazed. 
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the initial ireX being related to the Irish bal, as it appears 
in 

Adh-bhaP — strange, prodigious. 

Another combination in Celtic of this formative mor, 
with a stemword^ is presented by the compound 

Ti-mor — The Great Being, i.e., Ood. 

Now^ if the first letter of the formative be aspirated, as 
is usually done in composition^ the compound would be 
pronounced Tivor, and in this state connects itself with 
Tivorr, the Norse name for the Deity — a word which 
some have attempted to associate with the Sanskrit J96i;a, 
and the Latin Deus^ 

AnrosMATivss in i, ia, vi or va. 

Another mode of formation^ or rather of combination 
of two words in a single form, common to Greek and 
Latin^ will be best understood by reference to a Celtic 
usage^ although the existence of such a mode of forma- 
tion in the classical languages has hitherto been unnoticed^ 
and apparently unsuspected. It consists in adding to the 
stem any of the above formatives, i, ia, vi or va, which, 
strange to say^ may all be traced to a single Celtic term, 
and it is exclusively used in the composition of the names 
of animals. The Celtic term alluded to is the Irish, or 
Graelic word, fiadh, as used in the composition of such 
terms as 

Cair-fhiadh — a stag, Daimh-fhiadh-^-a red deer, 

Dabh-fhiadh — an elephant, Gearr-fhiadh — a hare, 
1 Cf. the English word vfhdU. * Peile's * Introduction,' p. US. 
Q 
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in all which examples it is used in the general acceptation 
of animal, or creature, corresponding to the German vieh 
— animal, to which it is plainly cognate^ although, when 
used in a simple state, it is now limited to denote a deer. 

But this word fiadh, or, as it appears in its compound 
state, fhiadh, has its final letter aspirated, and conse- 
quently not sounded ; so that in pronunciation it would 
sound in its simple state baJiu, or via, or even as/, or vi, 
if the accent be laid on the first vowel ; or as /a, or va, if 
the stress be on the second. In the compound state, 
however, in Celtic, the spirant being aspirated becomes 
slurred, so that it sounds as i, or ia, in pronunciation. 

In Sanskrit, however, this formative, though used in 
oomposition, does not lose its initial spirant, appearing as 
va, as, e.g., in 

As-var— <i horse, 

in which the stem a^ does not denote smftneas; as com- 
monly supposed, but long-tailed,^ the long tail being a 
striking characteristic of horses in a wild state. 

But occasionally in Sanskrit the accent is laid on the 
first vowel, and then the formative appears as Wj as in 

A-vi — a sheep, 

whilst at other times the spirant changes to an aspirate 
breathing, making vi to become hi, as in 

A-hi— a serfent, 

the stem a in avi being onomatopeic, as if denoting the 
bleating creature, whilst in ahi it corresponds to the Celtic 
uath {wah)— fearful, or horrid, as denoting a dreadful 

creature* 

^ Se(B note C. 
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And here it may be observed that whilst in general 
in Celtic words compounded with Jiadh, the word Jiadh 
occupies the latter part of the compound^ yet this is not 
always the case^ as exemplified in 

Fiadh-gullaQ — a wild hoar, Fiadh-muQ — a wild hog, 

and something similar occurs in Sanskrit with regard to 
to the term vi, which, though generally placed at the end 
of the name of an animal, yet at times occupies the first 
syllable, though slightly modified, e.g., as in 

Vy-agra — a tiger. 

The reader is now in a position to consider how the 
analogues- of this Celtic formative /ad A may affect com- 
pounds in Latin and Greek, and if he bear in mind that 
in sound it may be represented by i or id according as 
the stress is laid on the first or second vowel, he will 
recognize it in various words relating to animals in these 
languages. Thus in Greek, on removing of a final sibilant 
may be seen a formative i in such words as 

A/c/>-*-9 — a locust, Kop'i'^ — a hug, 

EfiiT'i'S — a gnat, O-t-9 — a sheep, 

E;^-A-9 — an adder, O-0-&-9 — a serpent* 

In two of the examples, indeed, there are traces of the 
initial spirant which appears in the Celtic Jiadh, namely, 
in efjL^TTL-^ and o-^c-^, but in the others it has disappeared. 

In Latin, also, may be found vestiges of a similar 
formative represented either by id as, possibly, in best-ia, 
host^ia, sim^ia,^ or by the spirant v as an abbreviation of 

1 The occurrence, however, of a similar termination in snch words as 
ivstiUa, injuria, &c., throws doubt on its supposed Ineaning in hestiaf 
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vi in audi words as avis; bovis, cms, whUst occasionally 
a labial replaces the spirant as in apis. 

An analysis of some of these words will, perhaps, make 
this plain. In lavis, then, the stem is equivalent to the 
Celtic ho — a cow, but if to this stem be added the word 
fiadh, the resulting compound appears as 

Bo-fhiadh=c{no-&0a5^, 

from which the transition to hovi, and iov, was not 
difficult. 

In a similar way from an Indo-European stem 

Aph — to fly, 

came the compound 

Aph-fhiadh— ^«/injf ereature, 

from whence came avis. 
Whilst probably from ail — a sting came a compound 

Ail-phiadh — stinging creature^ 

whence we have ap-i«. 

What seems to confirm the suggested use of this 
formative jladh is, that in Sclavonic an analogous forma- 
tive is found, as in 

Go-vedo — a cow, i.e., a cow-hea^t, 

the stem go being the representative of the Sanskrit 

Go — a cow. 

In goved'O it will be observed that the dental, which is 
silent in Celtic, becomes vocalized, but as the reader may 
gather from what was said in a preceding chapter this is 
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not an uncommon occurrence^ thus tlie Irish word leath' 
hdfy in which the dental is silent, becomes in Welsh 
lied, in which the dental is vocalized. Moreover, in the 
Greek word K\aS'€po<;—fragilef a dental appears, which is 
not merely nlent, bat absent in the stemword 

KXa-ei> — to break. 



Latin fobmativs in iU. 

The reader's attention is now invited to a very interest- 
ing formative in Latin, which can only be explained 
through the medium of Celtic. This is the formative ili, 
as it appears in such proper names as At-iU-uSj Olu^ili-ua, 
Gcec-iU'Us, DuMi-vs. To understand, however, the 
origin of the formative, it must be borne in mind that many 
proper names were derived from personal peculiarities in 
the first instance as Oalba and Scaurus, and it is observed* 
that ^^ the cognomen was always of the nature of a nick* 
name.'* Now, it is to such peculiarities the formative in 
question refers, and, as was said, to understand it aright 
the aid of Celtic must be had recourse to. Li the Erse 
dialect, then, is found the term 

Suil — an eye, 

from which, by combination with a common adjectival 
affix, is formed 8uileac=eyed, a word which enters largely 
into the composition of Irish compounds as, e.g., 

"Borr-suilea/Q—fulUeyed, Geam-suileac — blear-eyed, 

Cani-§uilea(? — croohed-eyed, Mion-suilea^ — -pink-eyed, 
DuV-suileag — black-eyed, Prab-suileag — quick-eyed, 

1 Seely's * Liyy,' p. 46. 
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in all which the sibilant initial letter of the second 
element, being aspirated, is silent. 

As the adjective form suiUeac was formed by addition 
of the common termination eac, so by means of another 
afformative, already considered, namely, ids, may be 
formed another adjective of like signification, namely, 
B\iTli4e=eyed. If, then, this adjective were substituted 
for suileoQ in the compound duh-suileat^ the result would 
be 

Dub-suilide — hlacTc'Cyed, 

in which the sibilant and second dental being aspirated 
and silent the pronunciation approaches to Duili, from 
whence is formed the proper name Duili-U8 ; so that the 
famous conqueror in the naval engagement with the 
Carthaginians does not derive his name from dtiellum, as 
commonly supposed, but from his personal appearance. 

In like manner the nanfes Atilius^ Ooecilius and Oluilitis 
are derived from peculiarities of the optics of their 
possessors, denoting respectively lively-eyed, blind-eyed, 
squint-eyed, &c. 



The Latin formative in brum. 

The last formative to be now considered is the Latin 
termination in brum in such words as candelahrum, 
cerebrum, ventilabrum, and with respect to it a question 
arises whether it is a mere formative, or whether^ as a 
well-known passage in Ennius would lead us to suppose, 
it is a distinct word possessing an independent existence ; 

1 See note D. 
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without attempting, however, to decide the question 
definitely, the writer offers some suggestions which may 
help to solve the diflSiculty. 

In the Welsh language, then, is found a frequent 
component of the form bren denoting a stick, and which 
is a common and well-known variant of Pren — a tree. 
Examples of its use in composition appear in such com- 
pounds as 

Oan-hwyl-bren — a candlestich, Llum-bren — aflag-stafff 
Cwl-bren — a club, Mes-bren — an oak, 

Dial-bren — a gallows, Mod-bren — a ladle, 

Grolch-bren — a warp-staff, Ehygu-bren — a tally, 

Hwyl-bren — a mast, To-bren — athatcher's stick. 

On looking at the foregoing list attention is at once 
arrested by the first example, namely, 

Canhwyl-bren-^a candlestick,^ 

as bearing a close resemblance not merely in its signifi- 
cation, but in its mode of composition to the Latin 
candelabrum ; and as in the Welsh compound the first 
element signifies a candle, whilst the final syllable is 
significant, analogy would lead us to infer, the same 
in respect to the Latin termination brum, seeing that 
eandela corresponds to canhwyl. 

That this is not a mere fanciful conjecture may appear 
probable from a similar use in composition of the Teutonic 
word baum, which denotes literally a tree, but which in 
a compound state frequently signifies a beam or stick. 
Instances of its employment in this way may be found in 
the following : — 



Digitized by 



Googk 



196 ON CERTAIN AVFIXX8 Of 

3mBtA)B,xxmr^a weaver^ 8 beam, Pflng-baum — a p hugh beam, 
Garn-banm — a warp-beam, Stall-baum — a stall beam, 
Mast-banm — a mast, Traeg-baam — a litter bar. 

This German word bavm takes the form beam in 
Anglo-Saxon, and in that goise its relation to the Celtic 
bren appears less distant, though its affinity is still some- 
what obscured by a twofold variation. In the first place 
by the absence of the liquid r, which,, however, is by no 
means uncommon in transitions fi'om one language to 
another; as, for instance, in the German brdutigam 
compared with the English bridegroom, and in the next 
place by the change of the final nasal from m to n — a 
change which is well-known in the transition between 
Greek and Latin, and also in the variation between Hebrew 
and Chaldee— on the supposition, then, of such a relation- 
ship as has been suggested, having had existence, it may 
be conjectured that in the original base of the Latin 
language there was to be found a term equivalent to 
brum, or rather to 

bram — a tree. 

This form bram by dropping the liquid r and change of 
vowel, may be supposed to have been transmuted to the 
Teutonic baum and beam ; whilst by change of nasal and 
weakening of the vowel it became converted into the 
Welsh bren, which, as has been pointed out, is but a 
variant of 

Pren — a tree. 

What has been suggested seems to derive some confirma- 
tion from the Greek language, in which there is found 
the name of a tree which in form bears resemblance to this 
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Welsh word pren, although in signification it does not 
exactly correspond^ and that is 

HpiV'O^ — an oak; 

yet this Greek word, though now used to denote a 
particular kind of tree^ may originally have had a wider 
acceptation^ denoting trees in general^ and so may had the 
same fortune as ipv^ and <l>vyo^j which^ as has been 
suggested by Professor Max Miiller and others^ have had 
their meanings restricted from a general to a special 
sense. 

Here^ however^ a difficulty awaits us, inasmuch as in 
another Celtic dialect the form of the corresponding word 
is 

Cran — a tree. 

Whilst an initial guttural in a kindred word is supposed to 
be always indicative of an older form than an initial labial ; 
yet it is possible that even in Latin there may have existed 
both forms, and that the form cran^ may have given 
origin to the derivative 

Grand-is — tallj i.e., tree-like. 

But, however this may be, there is some evidence that 
a second form existed in Irish, for in Mr. Stokes's 
' Goidelica ' occurs the compound 

Od-brann — an ankle, 

in which compound the first element is 
Od — afoot, 

> In Greek BevSpov—a tree, seems transposed from ipiviuv^ in which 
ipiv=:crom. Cf. ivo^og and Kvipag, 
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whilst the latter element seems inexplicable even to snch 
an accomplished Celtic scholar as Mr. Stokes. 

Now, it seems highly probable that this termination 
hrann is but a variant of the word in question ; and that 
it is equivalent to the Welsh bren — a stick or tree, so that 
the whole compound would be, in signification^ equivalent 
to 

Od-brann — tJie foot-stem, 

or, that on which the foot was placed, i.e., the ankle, as if 
the stem or handle of the foot. 

Independently, however, of the diflBculty that is pre- 
sented by a guttural occupying the place of the labial in 
some correlatives of this stem, it may be objected that 
the termination brumy in the Latin word candelabrum, is a 
mere formative without special meaning, as in the case of 
ccerebrum — brain, and others. But that even in the word 
ccerebrum the termination brum is not unmeaning, may be 
inferred from the way in which it is separated by tmssis 
in the passage of Ennius already referred to, namely, 

*' Saxo coere comminuit brum.'' 

Cnrtius, indeed, weakens the force of the inference that 
may be drawn from the passage by giving examples of 
tmesis used by Ennius, where the divided parts were not 
significant. But, independently of this, it may be urged 
that the original meaning of the Latin word ccere seems 
to have been the jpith of a tree, so that the compound in 
its primitive state would be equivalent to 

Coere-brum — fith of a tree. 
Thence something resembling it, white and soft, the brain. 
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or spinal marrow^ which occupies in the haman frame a 
position analogous to that which the pith of a tree does 
in the arboric system. 

Some other Latin words ending in brum may be 
explained on the same principle, as, e.g., 

Cribrum— a sieve, Ventilabmm— a winnowing fan 
Pollubmm— a thing to sprinkle with. 

But there are other words which, though classed by 
Mr. Roby under the same head, are of quite a distinct 
formation, as labru/m, delubrum, probrum. 

In the word labrum the b belongs tq|the stem, and not 
to the formative, being akin to the stem of labium, whilst 
in regard to 

Probrum — a disgrace, 

and for which Mr. Roby suggests no stem, it is probable 
that the true form of the word should be jyrubrum, which 
is a contracted form of a compound, consisting of the 
intensive prefix per and the base rubrum, from ruber — red, 
the whole compound being 

Per-rubrum — that which makes one blush, or redden 
with shame. But per-rubrum became by contraction 
prubrum, and then by phonetic change probrum, although 
by a retrograde change of vowel. 

In like manner delubrum — a shrine, is not to be derived 
from a conjectural deluere — to expiate, but from a combi- 
nation, in which the syllable de signifies Qod, and the 
latter part is akin to the Celtic verb labhair — to speak, 
the whole compound denoting the sanctuary where the 
gods spake with men. 

But another objection is that the termination brum is 
simply a variant of the Indo-European root 
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Br — to bear, 

and that it is of kindred origin cannot be denied. Nay^ 
in fact, the sense of tree seems to have grown originally 
from the notion of bearing; so that the suggestion^ instead 
of being a positive objection, is rather a confirmation, for 
though brum in its immediate application signified stick, 
yet in its remote origination it signified the bearer, Le., 
that which bears. 

Note A. 

In this formative, heiy represented bj oX, the vowel preceding the liquid 
18 not always the same ; as appears from such words as rpv0-i|X-oc — 
huBfwrious, and /3i|p-vXXoc — a Jkrylt formed bj means of it from their 
respective stems ; that of the former being rpv^'ti — hixury, whilst that of 
the latter is of foreign origin, and akin to the Arabic 

Behr—tTM sea — ^whence /Si^p-vXXoc — sea-Uke, i.e. sea-green, the colour 
of a Beryl. 

It may, however, be deemed retrograding to the days of Bochartand Lyttle- 
ton to seek the stems of classical words in Semitic sources. But as Grecian 
colonies came from Phoenicia, a region occupied in great part by a Semitic 
race, the notion of interchange of stems is not altogether absurd. Some 
instances of a community of stems have been already given in various parts 
of these notes, and more might be added, nay, even the Homeric epithet of 
Zeus, Nc^cXiiycpcra,^ may derive a new meaning from a Semitic source, 
and the ' clofkl-eompeller ' give way to the * giant-gueUer.' 

NoteB. 

The suffic ma/r^as, or like as, being also written bar, in this latter guise 
suggests a relation to the Latin par—Ukey equal. But it has been already 
shown that the notion of Ukeness or equality may be traced to that of 
hand,^ and as we find in Greek the terra fiap-ri—a handt a relationship is 

1 The Semitic word for giants if written in Greek letters appears in 
regimen as Nc0eXi|. Srcpo^rii-ycpcra may likewise be explained as giant' 
q^ellerf or giaM-expeller, 

« Chap, ii, 67. 
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snggested between the Greek fiap-ti and the Latin par, through an obsolete 
form vap-ri — a Jiand, Both forms seem to have existed alike in Greek 
and Latin, so that in Latin originally there was found indifferently mar 
or par — a hand ; but the former becoming ma/m (in a way akin to the 
Greek fiapv-afiai from fiap-ij) and then dropping the r merged into mofii 
the base of mcm-ua — a ha/nd ; whilst the latter is only represented by its 
derivations, par^lifcd, par-o, to prepare, have in hand, par-eo, to obey — 
do mamva — peritus — skilful, i.e. h4mdy. If, now, it be borne in mind how 
the notion of equality led to exeh£mge and thus to traffic or changing hcmds, 
it may be seen how the obsolete Greek form iraptj — a hand, gave origin to 
words relating to buying and traffic, as irpiafiai and iropog, although a yery 
different origin is assigned to this latter by Curtius and others. On the 
other hand from the obsolete Latin mar — a hamd, came the derivative merx 
^traffic. By a similar association of ideas from another word denoting 
homd, of the form ed, akin to the Persian yed — a hand, came the verb edmo 
to buy, whilst from this by dropping of the dental came the Latin 
Emo— to buy, 

the notion of buying coming from that of chemging hands in trafSc, and 
not from that of *• taking,' as suggested by Professor Sayce. Although it 
is true that the notion of * taking ' is itself traceable to that of hand, and 
in this way probably to be assigned to emo. 

Note C. ' 

It seems almost certain that there existed formerly an Indo-European 
stem, now lost, of the form ac or aK from ap, having as variants ais, ts, or 
iK, and denoting first, a point, or something pointed, then, an end, tail, back, 
stem, &c. 

This stem was very prolific in derivatives ; thus there came from the 
signification 

' End-' 

E<r-ir-cpo( — evening, close of day, 
Aise'—death, end {Irish), 
Aiff-a— /ate, doom (Gr.), 

From end or stem — 

As— to sit (Skt), 
E^-w — to sit, iZofiat, cff^cwsssedeo, 
Attrx-oe — shame, 
B<r$-flC'~dress, covering shame, 
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From BacJb— 

AiB — hack, hcuihwwrd (Ir.), 
B9-/tiovsspofrTifiov (Hesjch cited by Cnrtiiu), 
E^-ir-w (whenoe cxw) — to follow, he behind, 
Es-qaor (whence 8equor)^to follow, 
Hffoa—defeat (vertere terga), 

From Tail— 

Eas-ac— to»l6(2 (Gaelic), 
EaB-ag^apTieofcmt, a weasel, a equirrel. 

From Canine nse 
Emblematic of — 

Aise^-jfZcuZ (Fr.), 

Aff^/ttvoQ — glad, 

Aa-iranios — welcome. 

And with digamma or sabstitnte — 

VaB-to dweU, i.e. Ht (Skt.), 

Fees— /rtfij70, Le. ec^emity (Ang. Sax.)/ 

Foes-c (foex)— Z«e» (Lat.), 

4»aff-ai/o£ — a pheaMMt (not from riTer Fhasis), 

^aaaa—a wood-pigeon, 

Fesse— ©nd, bre«c7i (Fr.), 

Fesser— to pwnish,^ i.e. breech, 

Pessnm — bottom (Lat.), 

Pe88-imii8— toorst, 

Cf. Sk. Pa^-kimas— the last, from root pas (see Cnrtiiis, 706) cf. also, 
As-per— rouyTi, rugged, ia, epiney, from assapoimt. 

NoteD. 

Some Greek names if interpreted through means of Celtic present a very 
different signification from that nsaallj assigned. Thus Theooritos instead 
of meaning chosen of Qod, would simply signify warm heaarted, and Peiricles, 
instead of denoting one famow oU>roiiiMl, would simply imply the facial 
peculiarity of a heamy jaiw, &c 

^ Cf. nO*^ (r<M-ar)— to chatHee. 
END OF CHAPTER VI. 



Digitized by 



Googk 



GREEK INDEX. 



AyaOoe, 53, 80, 127, 177 

AyfXii, 23 

ArX". 187 

AcOcXitf, 15 

At9\oCy 15 • 

ACaXfoc, 173 

AZta, 173 

Atifii, 15 

AdXoc, 15, 51 

ABapa, 175 

A0ai, 175 

AiBtofiatf 69 

Aivo£, 147 

AioXof, 27 

Aiirvc, 169 

Aiptio, 41, 87 

Aiffa, 201 

Aitrx^ff' ^01 
AKtOfiaij 63 
A«/iif, 124, 169 
AXyoff, 117 
AXcyw, 32 
AXcKrpv<i»v, 138 
AXcrrcup, 138 
AXifOifCi 53 
AXiic, 22 
AXtapoc, 175 
AXioc, 17 



AXtc, 22 
AXtffcw, 87 
AXcf<i», 32 
AXc, 20, 21 
AX^cw, 88 
AX^ijirrait 88 
AfiaOoc^ 16 
Afiapf 23 
Afiaut, 105 
Aviii, 36 
Aoidoti 185 
Airif, 147 
Airrw, 99, 120 
Ap.22 
Apyoc, 84 
AptiuVt 94 
AptO/ioc, 23 
AptOTOC, 94 
Apjccw, 20, 106, 153 
Apx^i 23, 31 
Aff/uvo^, 202 
Affff-affcoc, 202 
AvXif, 41, 155 
Avw, 54, 74, 121 
A0poc, 84 
Axew, 170 

Aw, 35, 36, 37, 50, 54, 105, 151, 
163 



Digitized by 



Googk 




204 

Awroc, 53 

BaXioc, 27 
Bap, 130 
BafftXtoc, 131 
BaiTKatvia, 89 
Baavapa, 39 
Baffffapcvcy 89 
Baffra^», 131 
Baw, 167 
Be/Satoc, 166, 167 
BiipvXXoc, 200 
Bioif 50 
BXapipoCy 179 
Bpaxwc, 66 

TaXarroc, 63 
Papvui, 73 
Ffpifi/ioCf 87 
rXvrvCf 65 
rXiuffcra, 64 
rXwx«C, 64 
Fofpoc, 179 
rwvii, 171 

Aarip, 134 
AarrvXoCy 66 
Aai/oc, 37 
Aapdavo^, 37 
Aap^avrrw, 37 
Aeicvvfit, 66 
ActfiaXcoc, 173 
Afca, 66 
Atvipov, 197 
Aexofiai, 66 
AiKfit 66 

Atrrvov, 143, 144 
A»{/aXeoc, 173 
Avo^oQj 197 
AoXixoC) 66 
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Apaw, 36, 50, 53 
Apvc, 104, 197 

Eyywf, 91 
e^, 143 
E^cxOvov, 144 
B^va, 143 
Erw, 6, 201 
EOfXw, 15 
B0OC, 52 
E9w, 30 
Ei^w, 137 
Ei^w, 185 
Euew, 61, 67, 118 
EcXeitf, 107, 119 
BiXov, 67 
Bi^i, 51 
Eipyw, 32 
Etpw. 31, 159, 161 
Er, 118 
Era, 149 

EccaXvirrM, 75, 142 
EXaxvc, 66 
BXw, 87 
E^CAi, 79 
Ext, 6 

EirtcTKOiroc, 6 
Exw, 202 
Ept^avoc, 37 
EpKOc, 31 
EffTTw, 202 
E(r0i}c* 201 
Effff-cpoc, 201 
E<r/itoi/, 202 
E^xaroc, 137, 201 
Ercoc, 52 
Ev^w, 55 
E^jf^oc, 40 
Ex<i», 164 

Zaw, 50 



.!£..« 



Digitized 



byGoogk 



GREEK INDEX. 



205 



H^a(u, 69, 169 
H/(3i7, 40 
H^/icpof, 144 
RSve, 170 
HBoQ, 52 
HOw, 63, 176 
HXiKTpop, 139 
HXtoc, 74 
HXti^, 153 ' 
H^cpof, 144 
Bvapf 9 
H(r(ra, 202 
Hrroiv, 120 
Hxe«, 79 

6ap(raXcoc, 173 
OapooQ, 173 
Of oc, 36 

OvXaicoc, 121, 122 
ev/uoc, 121 
evoi, 121 

lap^avov, 126 
I^/icv, 96 
lipiVSf 96 
Icpoc, 95, 179 
Ikuvoq, 67 
IX, 34 
lXapo£, 175 
iXif, 24 
leroc, 67 
IxOvc, 143 
liitfjiiapOQ, 188 

Kaii/a», 144, 147 
KaQapoe, 63, 91, 175 
Kacoc, 178 
KaXfitf, 138 
KaXoc, 127 
Ka/uifXoi;, 143, 170 
Kavpoc, 178 



Kft/ravpoc, 170 
KepavvoC) 86 
Kcp/3«poc. 86 
Kiyrof, 170 
KiXXoc, 170 
KiXoc> 34 
KXaSspoQ, 175 
KXaw, 175 
KotXoc. 146, 154 
KoivoQt 144 
KoXa{, 105 
Koiriapoc, 175 
KoTrrw, 120 
Kop, 9 
Kopi},9 
Kopoc, 105 
Ko(r/ieci», 105, 106 
JLrtivUf 146 
Kv)3epi/aitf, 86 
KvXioi, 105 
Kv^a, 117 
KttiXvbi, 105 
Kut^oe, 147, 148 

Aartc, 64 
Aaroc, 65 
Aaicrtc, 65 
Aaftpavu, 59 
Aa{, 65 
Aooc, 28 
Aax, 59 
Aaxati/w, 85 
Aaxttv, 121 
Acyitf, 32 
Aai3&i, 137 
AiiiiutVj 20 
Acix<M, 60, 64 
AiKvpoQj 137 
Ai|KV0oc, 137 
Arifiautf 137 
Ar}poc, 137 
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Ac, 21 
AcOoc, 18 
AtKfiatt:^ 175 
Aifitiv, 18 
Atfiviit 18f 80 
Am>c, 18 
Aiirapoc, 176 
Atxavofj 60 
A»x«C, 60 

Maca, 127 
Mapiy, 200 
Mapvaftaif 201 
Mfipirf, 158, 159 
M fXcff <ra, 89 
Mtaivw, 158, 159 

MvOoc, 158, 161 
Mvpioi, 160 
Mwpoc, 158, 159 

Nc^eXiiycpcra, 200 

O^oc, 152 
O^w, 125 
Oicoc, 149 
OXoc, 146 
Oirraw, 100 
Oirroc, 100 
Opaw, 163 
OvpavoQt 156 
OxXoc, 24 

ITavpoc, 163 
navw, 163 
naxvc, 67 
rifXXoc, 20 
Uivofiaif 168 
Jltirru, 99 
IlieCftf, 6 
ncpw/ii, 127 



nXiof, 26 
nXijffffw^ 65 
Uviu, 187 
Ilvtyw, 187 
no^, 11,38 

noOffii, 14 

nocfw, 34, 35, 37 
TloiKikoQt 34 
noi)ri/va», 34 
Ilocp, 70 
Uou^votrUf 34 
HoXioc, 14, 16. 17 
HoXic, 14, 29, 33 
JIoXwc, 14, 28 
Uptvo^f 197 
UvK, 67 
UTiaoffta, 163 
nrwxoc, 162, 163 
nwpoc, 162, 163 

Pcf^pa, 126 
Pew, 21 
P<M/iat, 127 

Zaipw, 39 
XfiOut, 53 
Zcyaw, 167 
Stftfirif, 167 
^^ofiapa^, 175 
Siravoc, 167 
Sircv^crf, 168 
Srepofl-i^Ycpfra, 200 
SvjSap, 10, 12 
Sv^iyrcw, 11 
Svffo^ai/r^c, 39 
2v7ro^, 10, 12, 38 
Sv^o, 35 
2v^o^, 38 
SxoXii, 167 
Sofffoc, 124 
Sfaipoc, 124 
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TairetvoQf 169 
TtXt9ia, 14 
TcXeoi, 15 
TiBrifif 36 
ToCoc, 118 
Topectf, 118 
TvXoc, 118 
TvfiPoc, 118 
Twirrw, 120 
Twrdoc, 120, 121 

YXaw, 42, 43 
Y9rf}pfre<i», 52 
Yirvoe, 54 
Yffo, 1, 6, 14 

^aeO<i», 14 
^ai/cpoc, 179 
^atryavoVy 131 
^aw, 15 



*»?roc» 197 

«Xeyw, 77 
^XvapoCi 175 
^Xvuif 175 
$ot/3oc, 40 
^otrof, 40 
^vXarrutf 40, 42 
^(tfXfoc, 40, 41 
$itfp, 40, 41 
«wc, 40, 41 

Xai. 177 

Xaioc, 127, 166, 177 

XaXcxoc, 168 

XiXtot, 25 

Xiwv, 90 

XoXii, 3 

XutXoe, 148 

Opa. 159 
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Adolere, 77, 98 
^qnns, 67 
Affligo, 61 
Aflo, 49 
Agilis, 173 
Ago, 118. 173 
Algeo, 75 
Alo, 77 
Ameto, 44 
Annalis. 173 
Ango, 76 
Apeto, 51 
Apis, 192 
Aquarius, 188 
Arceo, 106 
Areus, 114 
Ardeo, 14 
Anna, 33 
Armestum, 23, 32 
Aro, 97 
Arx, 33 
Aveo, 51 
Avis, 192 

Bonus, 79 
Bovis, 192 

Cado, 148, 161, 152 



Candelabrum, 194 
Cerebrum, 194 
Coecns, 148, 149 
Coelebs, 148, 153 
Coelum, 156 
Ccena, 148 
Careo, 148 
Cerberus. 86 
Ceaso, 148, 151 
Cibarius, 182 
Colo, 97, 98 
Colus, 97, 119 
Confligo, 61 
Conor, 98 
Cribmm, 199 
Cura, 100 

Delubrum, 199 
Doleo, 117 
Dueo, 117 

Ebur, 27 
Edo, 125 
Egeo, 75 
Emo, 201 
Enneco, 76 
Eridanus, 126 
Esquor, 202 
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FoBX, 202 
Fastidio, 131 
Fidelia, 173 
Fides, 173 
Fligo, 61 
Flo, 49 
Fodio, 48 
Foris, 72 
Fornm. 72, 74 
Foveo, 72 
;Fulgeo, 72, 74 
Wvus, 72,78 
Fanebris, 182 

Garrio, 72 
Glacies, 64 
Gubemo, 86, 96 

Hariolus, 27 
Hasta, 81 
Hister, 89 

Ico, 61 
Ignis, 90 
Ilex, 101 

Jecur, 8 
Jejanium, 150 

Lac, 63 
Lacero, 62 
Lacesso, 62 
L»vu8, 133, 136 
Lar, 110 
Larv», 130 
Latro, 43 
Latas, 132 
Laxo, 63 

Lemures, 133, 135 
Levir, 133 
Licet, 63 



lictor, 61 
LiiDiis, 30 
Lippns, 133 
Litas, 20 
Liveo, 19 
Lividos, 20 
Locus, 65 
Lucoa, 65 
Lnctor, 62 
Lngabris, 12 
LusciLS, 133 

Mancus, 76, 187 
Matertera, 133 
Meto, 104 
Moveo, 51 
Mains, 161, 162 
Mains, 161, 162 

Ostro, 27 
Otiam, 103 

• Pango, 67 
Far, 201 
Pateo, 165 
Fanlus, 165 
Panper, 165 
Pax, 67 
Peritufi, 201 
Pesbimns, 202 
Pedsnm, 202 
Piger, 165 
Pius, 95 
Placeo, 62 
Placo, 62 
Plecto, 61 
Plectrum, 61 
PoUeo, 56 
Poliex, 68, 68 
Polliceor, 58, 68 
Pollubrnm, 199 
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FomcBiiinn, 67 
Fopnlns, 28 
Possideo, 67 
Probrum, 199 
Pnbesco, 68 
Fudeo, 68 
Pnella, 68, 78 
Paer, 68 
Fuflns, 71 

Qoalum, 100 
Qnatio, 100 
Qu»so, 100 
Qneo, 100 
Quercns, 100, 102 
Quietus, 100, 102 

Rhodanns, 126 
Rodo, 126 
Rosa, 125 

Saluber, 182 
SangnineOy 27 
Scio, 48 
Sol, 122 
Soleo, 123 
Solas, 123 
Solve, 123 



Sonorus, 188 
Sonus, 123 
Tabeo, 169 
Taoeo, 169 
TsBdet, 169, 170 
Tollo, 113 
Tondeo, 113 
Tono, 113 
Torqneo, 113 
Torreo, 113 
Tueor, 113 
Tumeo, 113 
Turgeo, 113 

Urgeo, 32 

Yaleo, 56 
Vapulo, 120 
Varius, 26 
Varus, 26 
Venero, 89 
Venia, 89 
Vera, 82 
Violare, 27 
Virgo, 76, 77 
Voco, 79 
Vomo, 79 
Vulgus, 79 
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